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Kuwait marks 1st anniversary of Sheikh 
Mishal’s nomination as Crown Prince

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Amir and Crown Prince 
His Highness Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received yesterday at Bayan Palace National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. His 
Highness also received His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. 

Kuwait marks today the first anniversary of 
Sheikh Mishal’s nomination as the country’s Crown 
Prince. His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah nominated Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on October 7, 2020 
to be his Crown Prince to contribute to running the 
affairs of the nation, maintaining security and stabil-
ity as well as further boosting development and 
prosperity. On October 8th, His Highness Sheikh 

Mishal took oath at a special session for the 
National Assembly with 59 MPs in attendance. 

Sheikh Mishal has been close to the decision-
making circles for the past six decades, contributing 
immensely to the development of Kuwait. 
Throughout his career, which he started at the 
Ministry of Interior until becoming deputy presi-
dent of Kuwait National Guard, Sheikh Mishal has 
always been keen on highlighting importance of 
national security. Born in 1940, Sheikh Mishal 
received primary education at Mubarakiya School 
and he continued education in Hendon Police 
College in Britain and graduated in 1960. Sheikh 
Mishal joined the MoI after graduation and become 
head of general intelligence department in 1967 
with a rank of Colonel. He continued as intelligence 

chief until 1980. On April 13, 2004, the late Amir 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah named 
Sheikh Mishal as deputy president of Kuwait 
National Guards (KNG). He contributed to the 
development of KNG and promoted its supporting 
role to state institutions during times of crises, the 
latest was the coronavirus pandemic. 

KNG adopted three five-year plans to strength-
en its capabilities to deal with emerging multifac-
eted challenges. KNG, under Sheikh Mishal’s guid-
ance, sealed cooperation protocols with state insti-
tutions to offer support when necessary, like the 
2018 airport crisis, addressing radioactive leak in oil 
facilities and supporting the fire department in 
major accidents. KNG also joined the International 
Association of Gendarmeries and Police Forces with 

Military Statues (FIEP), a move that Sheikh Mishal 
said would contribute to exchange of expertise in a 
quickly evolving world. 

French President decorated Sheikh Mishal with 
an Order on December 4, 2018 for his contribution 
in building modern Kuwait and boosting friendship 
between Kuwait and France. Sheikh Mishal was also 
the honorary president of Kuwait society of pilots in 
1973-2017, and was one of founding members of 
Kuwait amateur radio society. His Highness the 
Crown Prince was very close to the late Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah accom-
panying him on numerous official and private visits. 
He was with Sheikh Sabah during his treatment in 
the US from July of 2020 and until His Highness’ 
passing on September 29, 2020. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Deputy Amir and Crown Prince His Highness Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets 
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. — KUNA photos

Deputy Amir and Crown Prince His Highness Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Defense 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah received 
yesterday German Ambassador to Kuwait Stefan Mobs. 
In a statement, the Ministry of Defense said that the two 

sides discussed bilateral ties between the two countries 
and latest regional and global developments. Sheikh 
Hamad also received US Ambassador to Kuwait Alina L 
Romanowski, where they discussed bilateral coopera-

tion and ways to enhance them. The statement noted 
that Sheikh Hamad lauded the historical ties between 
Kuwait and the US. Furthermore, Sheikh Hamad 
received the Spanish Ambassador to the country 

Miguel Jose Moro Aguilar, accompanied with the newly 
appointed Spain’s military attache resident in Riyadh 
Colonel Jose Maria Cenarro. Sheikh Hamad wished 
Colonel Cenarro success in his new post. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali 
Al-Sabah meets German Ambassador to Kuwait Stefan Mobs. — KUNA photos

Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-
Sabah meets US Ambassador to Kuwait Alina L Romanowski.

Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-
Sabah meets Spanish Ambassador to Kuwait Miguel Jose Moro Aguilar, 
accompanied by the newly appointed Spain’s military attache resident in 
Riyadh Colonel Jose Maria Cenarro.
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And it appears to be effective whether taken 

protectively before infection or as a treatment after 
the virus is contracted. It is an “exciting” develop-
ment in the battle against dengue, according to 
Scott Biering and Eva Harris of the University of 
California, Berkeley’s School of Public Health. It 
“represents a major advance in the field of dengue 
therapeutics,” the pair, who were not involved in 
the research, wrote in a review in Nature. 

There is no doubt about the threat posed by 
the mosquito-borne dengue virus, which is esti-
mated to infect at least 98 million people a year 

and is endemic in 128 countries worldwide. It can 
cause intense flu-like symptoms, and sometimes 
develops into severe dengue which can be fatal. 
And because there are four different strains of the 
virus, infection with one doesn’t protect against 
another, and catching dengue a second time is 
often more serious. 

No treatment exists so far, with efforts focusing 
instead on reducing transmission - including a pro-
gram that infects mosquitoes with a disease-resis-
tant bacteria. A vaccine called Dengvaxia is 
approved for use only in some countries and is 
effective against a single strain. Enter the unassum-
ingly named JNJ-A07, a compound found by 
screening thousands of potential candidates, in a 
process researcher Johan Neyts described as like 
“looking for a needle in a haystack”. 

It turned out to be worth the wait. Its effect “in 
infected animals is unprecedented,” Neyts, who 
helped lead the research, told AFP. — AFP 
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committee at the Royal Swedish Academy of 

Sciences said. List and MacMillan, both 53, will share 
the 10-million-kronor ($1.1-million) prize. “I thought 
somebody was making a joke. I was sitting at breakfast 
with my wife,” List told reporters by telephone during 
a press conference after the prize was announced. 

In past years, he said his wife has joked that he 
should keep an eye on his phone for a call from 
Sweden. “But today we didn’t even make the joke,” 

List, who is a director at the Max Planck Institute in 
Germany, said. “It’s hard to describe what you feel in 
that moment, but it was a very special moment that I 
will never forget.” 

Asked about what the prize would mean for his 
future as a researcher, List promised he had “a few 
more plans”. “I always like to go to the extremes. ‘Can 
we do things that were just impossible before?’ List 
told reporters. “I hope I live up to this to this recogni-
tion and continue discovering amazing things.”  

MacMillan, born in Scotland but a professor at 
Princeton University in the US, also thought he was the 
target of a prank, saying he originally went back to 
sleep when he started receiving texts from Sweden 
early yesterday. “I am shocked, and stunned and over-
joyed,” MacMillan said in a statement from Princeton 
University. — AFP 
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During a recent patrol, one of the “Xavier” robots 

wove its way through a housing estate and stopped in 
front of a group of elderly residents watching a chess 
match. “Please keep one-meter distancing, please keep 
to five persons per group,” a robotic voice blared out, as 
a camera on top of the machine trained its gaze on them. 

During a three-week trial in September, two robots 
were deployed to patrol the housing estate and a shop-
ping center. “It reminds me of Robocop,” said Frannie 
Teo, a 34-year-old research assistant, who was walking 
through the mall. It brings to mind a “dystopian world of 
robots... I’m just a bit hesitant about that kind of con-
cept”, she added. 

Digital rights activist Lee Yi Ting said the devices 
were the latest way Singaporeans were being watched. 

“It all contributes to the sense people... need to watch 
what they say and what they do in Singapore to a far 
greater extent than they would in other countries,” she 
told AFP. But the government defended its use of robots, 
saying they were not being used to identify or take 
action against offenders during the tech’s trial, and were 
needed to address a labor crunch as the population ages. 

“The workforce is actually shrinking,” said Ong Ka 
Hing, from the government agency that developed the 
Xavier robots, adding they could help reduce the num-
ber of officers needed for foot patrols. The island of 
about 5.5 million people has 90,000 police cameras, a 
number set to double by 2030, and facial recognition 
tech - which helps authorities pick out faces in a crowd - 
may be installed on lampposts across the city. 

There was a rare public backlash this year when 
authorities admitted coronavirus contract-tracing data 
collected by an official system had been accessed by 
police. The government later passed legislation to limit 
its use. But critics say the city-state’s laws generally put 
few limitations on government surveillance, and 
Singaporeans have little control over what happens to 
the data collected. — AFP 

Singapore  
robots stoke...

Continued from Page 1 
 
 allowed it to breathe, keeping its pectoral fins 

underwater in order to stabilize its body tempera-
ture as much as possible,” the organization said. 

The whole procedure was “difficult,” the group 
said. At one point, the force of the waves knocked 
the whale over so that the mammal’s blowhole was 
underwater and it was unable to breathe. “Thanks 
to a quick action, they were able to turn it over,” 

said Sergio Rodriguez Heredia, a biologist at the 
World Marine Foundation’s Rescue Center. 

Rescuers tucked cables underneath the whale’s 
body - connected to a huge backhoe tractor crane 
- hoping to free it from the sandy sea floor. The 
workers noticed the second whale overnight, see-
ing it was in a “good state of health,” said Augusto 
Giachetti, director of the Civil Defense’s coastal 
division. They waited until dawn to begin the sec-
ond whale’s rescue. “It was necessary to realign 
the animal, using the assistance of a backhoe and 
special cables to move it a big enough distance 
that it was able to float,” he Giachetti said. Once 
the whale realized it was able to float, it swam out 
to sea. — AFP  
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