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 News in brief

GENEVA: The World Health Organization yester-
day endorsed the RTS,S/AS01 malaria vaccine, the 
first against the mosquito-borne disease that kills 
more than 400,000 people a year, mostly African 
children. The decision followed a review of a pilot 
program deployed since 2019 in Ghana, Kenya and 
Malawi where more than two million doses were 
given of the vaccine, first made by the pharmaceuti-
cal company GSK in 1987. 

After reviewing evidence from those countries, 
WHO said it was “recommending the broad use of 
the world’s first malaria vaccine”, the agency’s direc-
tor general Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said. The 
WHO said in a statement it was recommending the 
widespread application of the vaccine among chil-
dren in sub-Saharan Africa and in other regions with 
moderate to high malaria transmission. 

Many vaccines exists against viruses and bacteria 
but this was the first time that the WHO recom-
mended for broad use a vaccine against a human 
parasite. “From a scientific perspective this is a mas-
sive breakthrough,” said Pedro Alonso, Director of 
the WHO Global Malaria Program. The vaccine acts 

against plasmodium falciparum - one of five parasite 
species and the most deadly. 

Malaria symptoms include fever, headaches and 
muscle pain, then cycles of chills, fever and sweating. 
Every two minutes, a child dies of malaria, according 
to the World Health Organization. Before the newly 
recommended vaccine can reach African children, 
the next step will be funding. “That will be the next 
major step... Then we will be set up for scaling of 
doses and decisions about where the vaccine will be 
most useful and how it will be deployed,” said Kate 
O’Brien, Director of WHO’s Department of 
Immunization, Vaccines and Biologicals. 

Meanwhile, new research may have found the 
first-ever treatment for the dengue virus, which 
affects tens of millions each year, producing the bru-
tal symptoms that earned it the moniker “breakbone 
fever”. Tests in cell cultures and mice found that a 
newly identified compound can effectively disarm 
the virus, stopping it from replicating and preventing 
disease, according to a study published yesterday in 
the journal Nature. 
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UAE ‘overcomes’ COVID crisis 
 
ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirates 
declared yesterday that it has overcome the 
COVID crisis, recording its lowest number of 
infections this month since summer last year. “I 
wanted to assure you all that our lives must go 
back to normal,” said Abu Dhabi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Zayed in footage published by 
the official WAM new agency. “There are some 
changes in how we work, in our families’ studies 
or our personal lives... but we thank God for 
everything,” said the de facto UAE ruler. — AFP 

Iran slams Zionist ‘presence’  
 
MOSCOW: Iran said yesterday that it has “seri-
ous concerns” about the Zionist entity’s presence 
in the Caucasus, as tensions mount between Iran 
and Azerbaijan over Baku’s ties with the Zionist 
entity, a major arms supplier. “We certainly will 
not tolerate geopolitical change and map change 
in the Caucasus,” Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian told reporters. “We have seri-
ous concerns about the presence of terrorists and 
Zionists in this region.” — AFP 

US reveals nuke numbers 
 
WASHINGTON: The US State Department pub-
lished on Tuesday the number of nuclear warheads 
the country stockpiles for the first time in four 
years, after former president Donald Trump placed 
a blackout on the data. As of Sept 30, 2020, the US 
military maintained 3,750 active and inactive 
nuclear warheads, down by 55 from a year earlier 
and by 72 from the same date in 2017. The figure 
was also the lowest level since the US nuclear 
stockpile peaked in 1967, when the total was 
31,255 warheads. — AFP 

Telegram adds record 70m users  
 
MOSCOW: Telegram’s founder Pavel Durov said 
Tuesday that the encrypted messenger app had 
added a “record” 70 million users in one day 
after Facebook and its Instagram and WhatsApp 
platforms were hit by a massive outage. 
According to monitoring firm SensorTower, 
Telegram has gone from the 56th most down-
loaded free app in the United States to the fifth. 
In January, Durov said Telegram had over 500 
million monthly active users and gained 25 million 
users in a day after a tweak to WhatsApp’s data-
sharing terms. — AFP 

New study offers hope for first-ever dengue treatment 

STOCKHOLM: A screen displays the co-winners of the 2021 Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry, Germany’s Benjamin List (left) and David MacMillan of the US, during 
a press conference at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences yesterday. — AFP  

STOCKHOLM: Germany’s Benjamin 
List and US-based David MacMillan 
yesterday won the Nobel Chemistry 
Prize for developing a tool to build 
molecules which has helped make 
chemistry more environmentally 
friendly. Their tool, which they devel-
oped independently of each other in 
2000, can be used to control and 
accelerate chemical reactions, exert-

ing a big impact on drugs research. 
Prior to their work, scientists 

believed there were only two types of 
catalysts - metals and enzymes. The 
new technique, which relies on small 
organic molecules and which is called 
“asymmetric organocatalysis” is 
widely used in pharmaceuticals, 
allowing drug makers to streamline 
the production of medicines for 
depression and respiratory infections, 
among others. 

Organocatalysts allow several 
steps in a production process to be 
performed in an unbroken sequence, 
considerably reducing waste in chem-
ical manufacturing, the Nobel  
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SINGAPORE: In this photograph taken on Sept 6, 2021, a man gestures to an 
autonomous robot named “Xavier” as it patrols a shopping and residential 
district. — AFP 

LUCILA DEL MAR, Argentina: Rescuers help a stranded humpback whale on 
the shores of the Argentine Sea in Buenos Aires province on Tuesday. — AFP 

SINGAPORE: Singapore has trialed 
patrol robots that blast warnings at 
people engaging in “undesirable social 
behavior”, adding to an arsenal of sur-
veillance technology in the tightly con-
trolled city-state that is fueling privacy 
concerns. From vast numbers of CCTV 
cameras to trials of lampposts kitted 
out with facial recognition tech, 
Singapore is seeing an explosion of 

tools to track its inhabitants. 
Officials have long pushed a vision 

of a hyper-efficient, tech-driven “smart 
nation”, but activists say privacy is 
being sacrificed and people have little 
control over what happens to their data. 
Singapore is frequently criticized for 
curbing civil liberties and people are 
accustomed to tight controls, but there 
is still growing unease at intrusive tech. 

The government’s latest surveillance 
devices are robots on wheels, with sev-
en cameras, that issue warnings to the 
public and detect “undesirable social 
behavior”. This includes smoking in 
prohibited areas, improperly parking 
bicycles, and breaching coronavirus 
social-distancing rules. 
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BUENOS AIRES: Rescue teams 
saved two stranded whales along the 
Atlantic coast of Argentina Tuesday, 
the World Marine Foundation said. 
The animals were stranded on the 
beach of the seaside resort town of La 
Lucila del Mar, 360 km south of 
Buenos Aires, just as spring arrives to 
the southern hemisphere. 

“The first, which was stranded on 
Sunday, was a juvenile female hump-
back whale, 32 feet (9.8 m) long and 

approximately eight tons in weight,” 
the conservation group said in a 
statement. The second individual, 
which “is a male of the same species, 
28 feet long, and approximately seven 
tons, appeared Monday night,” the 
foundation added. 

Some 30 people participated in the 
rescue operation, including local resi-
dents, marine conservationists, Civil 
Defense members, coast guard offi-
cers, firefighters, volunteers and 
beach lifeguards. Their collective 
efforts allowed the animals to return 
to the sea, the statement said. “Upon 
arriving to survey the first animal’s sit-
uation, primary support efforts were 
immediately carried out, including 
assuring the individual’s position 
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KUWAIT: Kuwait today marks 
the first anniversary of HH 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s nomination as 
the country’s Crown Prince. HH 
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah nom-
inated Sheikh Mishal on Oct 7, 
2020 to be his Crown Prince to 
contribute to running the affairs 
of the nation, maintaining secu-
rity and stability as well as fur-
ther boosting development and 
prosperity. On Oct 8, 2020, HH 
Sheikh Mishal took oath at a 

special session of the National 
Assembly with 59 MPs in atten-
dance. Sheikh Mishal has been 
close to decision-making circles 
for the past six decades, con-
tributing immensely to the 
development of Kuwait.  

Throughout his career, which 
he started at the ministry of 
interior until becoming deputy 
president of Kuwait National 
Guard, Sheikh Mishal has 
always been keen on highlight-
ing the importance of national 
security. — KUNA (See Page 2)
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