
LOS ANGELES: Tom Brady became the NFL’s all-
time leading passer and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
squeezed past the Patriots 19-17 as New England’s 
favorite son made an emotional return to 
Foxborough on Sunday night. 

Brady was facing his former team for the first time 
after two decades of dominance in New England 
which resulted in six Super Bowl championships. “I 
am not tearing up,” the 44-year-old quarterback 
said. “I already went through all that. It was my 
home for 20 years. I have the best memories.” 

Playing in a steady rain, Brady became the NFL’s 
all-time leader in passing yards after completing a 
28-yard throw to teammate Mike Evans in the first 
quarter to pass Drew Brees by one yard. Brady 
entered the contest needing 68 yards to pass the 
recently retired Brees. He now has 80,560 total 
yards compared to Brees’ 80,358. 

“I can throw a little bit and I am glad I have had 
some great guys to catch it,” Brady said. “It’s is 
pretty cool. Nothing in this sports can be accom-
plished without incredible teammates. Guys did a 
great job catching the ball for 22 years.” 

Brady completed 22 of 43 passes for 269 yards 
against the Patriots and threw no interceptions in 

the see-saw contest. He got a lot of help from his 
supporting cast, including running back Leonard 
Fournette, who rushed for 91 yards, and kicker Ryan 
Succop, who booted four field goals. 

Brady said earlier in the week that he was in no 
mood for a stroll down mem-
ory lane, but after the game 
he admitted it has been an 
emotional ride. “I was just 
trying to keep my poise,” 
said Brady. “We did get a win 
on the road. It is a good win 
here in Foxborough.” 

Patriots fans clamored for 
tickets to Sunday’s game, 
splurging up to $13,000 for the chance to pay trib-
ute to Brady, who never had the chance to say his 
goodbyes. The Patriots honored Brady with a one-
minute video of his highlights before the game. He 
took the field in the warmup to chants of “Brady! 
Brady! Brady!” that filled the stadium. 

There was a mixture of cheers and jeers from the 
rain-soaked crowd of 65,800 when he came on for 
the Buccaneers’ first offensive drive of the opening 
quarter. The response was more low key when he 

set the all-time passing record with six minutes to 
go in the first quarter. The Patriots chose to not stop 
the game and honor Brady as play continued as if it 
was a normal 28-yard pass and run. 

Succop kicked a 48-yard field goal with just 
under two minutes remain-
ing in the fourth quarter to 
make it 19-17. Nick Folk had 
a chance to give the Patriots 
the lead but his 56-yard 
field goal attempt clanked 
off the left upright with 55 
seconds remaining and 
sailed harmlessly away. That 
allowed Brady to just run the 

clock down to the final buzzer. 
 

‘You want me to cry?’ 
Elsewhere, Patrick Mahomes tossed five touch-

down passes and Kansas City defeated the 
Philadelphia Eagles 42-30 to give Andy Reid his 100th 
victory as head coach of the Chiefs. Mahomes com-
pleted 24 of 30 passes for 278 yards as the Chiefs 
improved to 2-2 on the season. Clyde Edwards-Helaire 
caught a touchdown pass and ran for 102 yards while 

Tyreek Hill had 11 catches for 186 yards and three 
touchdowns at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia. 

Reid, who guided the Chiefs to a Super Bowl 
appearance last season, is the first coach in NFL his-
tory to win at least 100 games for two different teams 
and Sunday was a record-setting homecoming for him. 
Reid won 140 games, counting playoffs, for the Eagles 
as their coach from 1999 through 2012. He then shifted 
to Kansas City, where his record is 100-45 in just over 
eight seasons. 

Reid was hospitalized after last week’s game 
against the Los Angeles Chargers after becoming ill 
following the loss. He was treated and released after 
spending one night in hospital and there was some 
question whether he had recovered enough to coach 
against his former team. 

Asked if coming back to Philadelphia made him 
emotional, the normally unflappable Reid said: “I’m 
pretty good. You want me to cry up here?” Dak 
Prescott threw four touchdowns and the Dallas 
Cowboys pulled away in a productive third quarter 
for a 36-28 victory over the Carolina Panthers. 
Ezekiel Elliott rushed for 143 yards on 20 carries 
with a touchdown as the Cowboys improved to 3-1 
on the season. — AFP
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Tom Brady makes NFL history
Buccaneers emerge victorious in Brady’s return to New England

FOXBOROUGH: Tom Brady of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers waves to the crowd as he runs off the field after defeating the New England Patriots in the game at Gillette Stadium on Sunday in Foxborough, Massachusetts. — AFP

Reid earns 
100th victory 
in Chiefs win

LIVERPOOL: Two moments of magic from 
Mohamed Salah ensured Liverpool remain 
the only unbeaten side left in the Premier 
League this season after an enthralling 2-2 
draw with Manchester City on Sunday. For 
45 minutes City’s collective brilliance threat-
ened to blow the Reds away and inflict a first 
league defeat at Anfield in front of support-
ers since 2017. However, for all the beautiful 
football put together by Pep Guardiola’s 
array of creative midfielders, the English 
champions cannot call on a clinical finisher in 
the same league as Salah. 

The Egyptian showed the other side to 
his game in creating Liverpool’s opening 
goal for Sadio Mane with a perfectly-
weighted pass after skipping beyond Joao 
Cancelo. But it was his finish for his side’s 
second that will live long in the memory. 
Cancelo was this time one of four City 
defenders left trailing as Salah shrugged 
off  the attentions of  Phi l  Foden and 
Bernardo Silva before turning Aymeric 
Laporte and firing high past Ederson on his 
weaker right foot. 

“Only the best players in the world score 
goals like this,” said Liverpool manager 
Jurgen Klopp. “Absolutely exceptional. 

Because this club never forgets anything, 
people will still talk about this goal in 50-60 
years when they remember this game.” 

Salah has now scored in seven consecu-
tive games and has nine in as many matches 
this season, evoking memories of his sensa-
tional 44-goal debut season at Anfield in 
2017/18. “Right now he is as sharp and as 
good as I’ve seen him,” former Liverpool 
defender Jamie Carragher told Sky Sports. “I 
don’t see anyone playing better in the world 
at this moment in time. His record and his 
start to this season has been absolutely out-
standing.” 

Liverpool will need their main man to 
maintain those standards if they are to take 
the title back from City. Eight days on from 
schooling Chelsea on their own patch, 
Guardiola’s men also had Liverpool chasing 
shadows for the first-half. 

However, not for the first time this season, 
City did not make their dominance show on 
the scoreboard without a natural striker as 
chances came and went for Foden and De 
Bruyne. Both midfielders made amends to 
equalize in the second-half and keep the 
early running for the title race tantalizingly 
poised. 

Chelsea top the table by a point from 
Liverpool with City and Manchester United 
just one point further back after seven 
games. Liverpool were the only one of the 
four realistic title contenders who did not 
spend over £100 million ($135 million) in the 
transfer window. 

Ibrahima Konate’s arrival for £36 million 
was the Reds’ only summer signing and they 

may lack the depth of squad over the long 
haul, particularly with Salah and Mane set to 
depart for up to a month for the Africa Cup 
of Nations early next year. 

Instead, Liverpool have invested heavily 
over the past two years in tying down their 
key players to long-term contracts with one 
notable exception. Jordan Henderson, Trent 
Alexander-Arnold, Andy Robertson, Alisson 
Becker, Virgil van Dijk and Fabinho are 
among those to commit their future to the 
club. 

Salah’s current deal is set to expire in 
2023 and the 29-year-old knows his worth 
to Klopp’s men as negotiations over a new 
deal have dragged on. Liverpool will have to 
splash out to get Salah to extend his stay, 
but on this form he is worth it as the man 
who could win them the league. — AFP
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PARIS: Kylian Mbappe yesterday 
confirmed that he told Paris Saint-
Germain in July he wanted to leave 
the club. “I said at the end of July 
that I wanted to leave,” Mbappe 
said in an interview with RMC radio. 
“My position has been clear. I said I 
wanted to leave and I told them 
(PSG management) quite early on.” 

The French World Cup winner 
has not extended his contract at 
PSG, fueling speculation he will 
seek a move to Real Madrid at the 
end of the season. The Spanish 
giants bid 180 million euros ($209 
million) for Mbappe in August but 
PSG, who had just signed Lionel 
Messi from Barcelona, turned down 
the offer. 

At the time, PSG’s sporting 
director Leonardo said Mbappe 
could “leave or stay on our condi-
tions”. Mbappe said he eventually 
told PSG “if you don’t want me to 
leave, I will stay”. “People said I had 
refused six or seven offers to 
extend and that I never talk to 
Leonardo, which is absolutely not 
true,” he added. 

Mbappe, who joined PSG from 
Monaco for a deal worth a total of 
180 million euros in 2017, said he 
had offered to leave the club in July 
to allow PSG to find “a quality 
replacement”. “I wanted everyone to 
be in a win-win situation,” he said. 
“Paris is a club that has given me a 
lot, where I’ve always been happy 
for the four years I have spent here 
and I am still happy.” — AFP
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