
SAN FRANCISCO: Golden State
Warriors swingman Andrew Wiggins
has been vaccinated against COVID-
19 and will be able to play in NBA
home games this season, coach Steve
Kerr said on Sunday. Wiggins’ status
was in doubt after the San Francisco
Department of Public Health
announced anyone age 12 or older
had to be fully vaccinated to attend
indoor events in the city.

“Andrew got vaccinated,” Kerr said
after a team practice. “He just told me
today that he was fine with us
acknowledging it and that will be the
end of it so I’m not going to answer
any questions beyond that.”

Wiggins said last week the issue was
his to deal with, given he would poten-
tially lose paychecks for any missed
games. The NBA denied Wiggins a reli-
gious exemption to getting vaccinated,
according to ESPN. The NBA
announced on Wednesday that players
who miss games due to local COVID-19
mandates will not be paid, a move that
could have impacted Wiggins.

A New York regulation also means
players on the Knicks and Brooklyn
Nets will be required to get vaccinat-
ed to play in their home arenas, and
that could be an issue for Nets guard
Kyrie Irving, who has not commented
on his vaccination status. He would
not be able to play in Nets’ home
games unless he gets vaccinated.
About 90 percent of NBA players
have been vaccinated but some have
refused or declined to divulge their
vaccination status.

It was not certain what type of
vaccination Wiggins received but if it
was the one-dose Johnson & Johnson
variety, Wiggins would be available
for the Warriors and not miss any
practice or pre-season games prior to
Golden State’s home opener on
October 21 against the Los Angeles
Clippers. Kerr said the Warriors were
100 percent vaccinated or on the
verge. —AFP
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AUSTIN: Marc Marquez reasserted his mastery of
the Circuit of the Americas on Sunday, winning
MotoGP’s Grand Prix of the Americas for the seventh
time. Marquez, starting third on the grid, seized the
lead at the start and relentlessly powered to victory
over championship leader Fabio Quartararo of France.

Marquez never allowed Quartararo a look-in, but
the Yamaha rider pushed his lead in the standings to
52 points over Italian Ducati rider Francesco
Bagnaia, who finished third. With just three races left
this season — and with 25
points on offer to the win-
ner of each one —
Quartararo is within touch-
ing distance of a first
MotoGP world title.

“The plan exactly was
like I did the race,” said a
beaming Marquez, the six-
time world champion who
won the first six races held
at the Austin, Texas, circuit
but fell off while leading in
2019. The event was cancelled last season when he
was recuperating after breaking his right arm in a
crash, and his front-row start was his first since his
return to the sport. “Start well, be first in the first
corner, be slow the first two laps and then when the
tires drop a little bit start to push,” the Honda rider
said of the pre-race plan. “That’s exactly what I did.”

By the halfway stage he was more than two sec-
onds up on Quartararo, who started from the middle
of the front row and finished 4.679sec behind.
Bagnaia, starting from pole for the third straight
race, was running fourth with a few laps remaining,
when his pressure on Jorge Martin finally caused the

rookie to cut two corners and draw a long-lap
penalty that secured Bagnaia’s place on the podium.

Quartararo will have the chance to become
France’s first MotoGP world champion at the next
race at Misano in Italy on October 24. “It’s so
good!,” said 22-year-old Quartararo. “Physically it
was very hard but it’s great to see our result and to
be in front of ‘Pecco’ (Bagnaia). I’m so happy to have
increased my advantage.”

Sweltering 33-degree C weather and a bumpy
track surface that sparked
complaints early in the
week made for a demand-
ing day. The red flag came
out twice during a crash-
marred Moto 3 event, and
while there were no seri-
ous incidents during the
MotoGP race it was a
punishing affair.

‘Everyone happy’
Bagnaia, who had

slipped back to sixth at the halfway point, was
delighted to find himself among the top three. “This
podium is the best possible result,” he said. “I gave
everything. It was even harder than Malaysia! That
was also hot but this track is more demanding. I have
nothing left.”

Marquez, however, made it look easy as he gave
Honda their 450th top-class podium, and took
another step in his return from injury. The Spaniard
had notched his first victory in 19 months when he
won the German Grand Prix in June, saying at the
time that since a third surgery everything was “more
normal” but that he continued to have limitations.

A victory on a track where he has been a force
was a positive note in a season of uncertainty,
Marquez said. “Sometimes I crash and I don’t
understand (why), sometimes I am slow and I don’t
understand, sometimes I am fast and I don’t under-
stand,” he said. “That special feeling still is not

there with the bike.”
Nevertheless, victory was an achievement worth

celebrating. “Today, everyone on the podium is hap-
py,” Marquez said. “Me for the victory, Fabio for
second place. Maybe not ‘Pecco’, but I’m sure he’ll
be strong again in Misano.” —AFP

Bagnaia finishes third; Quartararo still leads standings

Marquez wins seventh MotoGP of
the Americas, Quartararo eyes title

AUSTIN: (From left) Fabio Quartararo of France and Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP Team, Marc Marquez of
Spain and Repsol Honda Team and Francesco Bagnaia of Italy and Ducati Lenovo Team celebrate on the podi-
um during the MotoGP race during the MotoGP of the Americas - Race on Sunday in Austin, Texas. —AFP

Judge rules as
Yankees clinch last
gasp playoff berth
LOS ANGELES: New York slugger Aaron
Judge smacked a walk-off single to send the
Yankees into the Major League Baseball
playoffs on Sunday, facing a blockbuster
wild card game against the Boston Red Sox.
It came down to the wire, but the Yankees
clinched their fifth straight playoff berth and
their 23rd trip to the post-season in the past
27 years with a nerve-jangling 1-0 home
victory over Tampa Bay in their season
finale.

Facing left-hander Josh Fleming, Yankees
second baseman Rougned Odor started the
ninth-inning rally with a single to center field.
Pinch-runner Tyler Wade tagged up on a
deep flyout, Anthony Rizzo singled and Judge
delivered a run-scoring single that deflected
off Rays right-handed hurler Andrew
Kittredge.

“Excited,” Judge said after his f irst
career walk-off hit. “Especially after today’s
game. It was a tough one. But everybody
came to play. “Our bullpen, our starting
pitcher, what (Jameson Taillon) was able to
do for us to start off the game and hold this
(Rays) offense to nothing was big-time for
us,” Judge said. “We’ve got a spot in the
playoffs,” he added. “All you’ve got to do is
just get in.”

The Yankees travel to Boston on Tuesday
for a winner-take-all wild card game against
a Red Sox team that secured their spot with
a dramatic 7-5 victory over the Washington
Nationals. Boston’s Rafael Devers belted two
home runs, incuding a 447-foot blast to cen-
ter field with one out in the top of the ninth
inning that broke a tie and saw the Red Sox
secure the top wild card spot in the
American League.

Both the Yankees and Red Sox finished
the regular-season with 92-70 records, but

Boston edged the Yankees 10-9 in regular-
season meetings to earn home field advan-
tage. The winner of the showdown will
advance to a division series clash with the AL
East division champion Rays, while the
Chicago White Sox and Houston Astros meet
in the other AL division series. The wins for
the Yankees and the Red Sox extinguished
the final flickering playoff hopes of the
Toronto Blue Jays and Seattle Mariners.

In the National League the final day of the
season came down to positioning, and it was
the San Francisco Giants who emerged with
the NL West division title, ending the Los
Angeles Dodgers’ eight-year reign with an
11-4 rout of the San Diego Padres.

Logan Webb struck out eight in seven
strong innings, belted his first career home
run and reached base three times as the
Giants grabbed the win they needed to deny

the Dodgers, who capped the regular season
with a 10-3 victory over the Milwaukee
Brewers. Buster Posey drove in three runs
and the Padres clinched the best record in
baseball at 107-55, their top overall seed
guaranteeing home-field advantage through-
out the post-season.

The reigning World Series champion
Dodgers became just the 11th team to win
106 games and not finish in first place.
They’ll host the St Louis Cardinals tomor-
row in the wild card game, with the
Cardinals expected to start 40-year-old
pitcher Adam Wainwright and the Dodgers
to give the ball to three-time NL Cy Young
Award winner Max Scherzer. The winner of
the clash will go on to face the Giants in the
NL division series. The Brewers will face
the Atlanta Braves in the other NL division
series. —AFP

NEW YORK: Aaron Judge of the New York Yankees hits a walk-off single in the bot-
tom of the ninth inning to beat the Tampa Bay Rays 1-0 at Yankee Stadium on
Sunday in New York City. —AFP

SAN FRANCISCO: Andrew Wiggins of
the Golden State Warriors poses for a
portrait during the Golden State
Warriors Media Day at Chase Center on
September 27, 2021 in San Francisco,
California. —AFP
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