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Indonesia will reopen the resort island of
Bali to select international travelers next
week, a senior minister said, after the

pandemic starved the holiday hotspot of
one of its primary sources of income. The
island’s Ngurah Rai International Airport
will be open to international travelers from
South Korea, China, Japan, the United
Arab Emirates, Dubai, and New Zealand
as of October 14, maritime and invest-
ment minister Luhut Panjaitan told a
press conference. 

The partial reopening, however, does
not include Australia-a key source of
tourists before the pandemic. “Ngurah
Rai Airport in Bali will open internationally
on 14th October 2021, as long as it
meets the provisions and requirements
regarding quarantine, COVID-19 tests,
and the readiness of the Task Force,”
Panjaitan said.

He did not elaborate if tourists will be
eligible to visit the island or if only those
with a residence permit could come. All
international travelers will be required to
have proof of hotel booked for a quaran-
tine of at least eight days at their own

expense, but it remains unclear what oth-
er restrictions may apply beyond that.
Indonesia was devastated by the highly
contagious Delta variant of the virus and
in mid July it recorded over 56,000 new
COVID cases in just one day. The gov-
ernment announced emergency restric-
tions in the hardest hit area, shutting
down non-essential businesses and limit-
ing people’s movement.

Bali’s tourism-dependent economy
was also hit hard by the pandemic as
millions of visitors disappeared from
the palm-fringed island. But case num-
bers are now falling as the government
ramps up vaccinations, with the country
reporting 922 new COVID-19 cases
and 88 deaths yesterday. Authorities
have begun a steady easing of restric-
tions as the country sees a decrease in
dai ly confirmed COVID cases and
deaths, including in Bali. Malls, movie
theatres and offices in most cities have
begun to reopen at reduced capacity
and some schools have begun partial
offline learning.— AFP 

Contemporary art auctions rebound-
ed to an all-time high of $2.7 billion
over the last year, boosted by

online sales and the arrival of digital art in
the form of “NFTs”, according to the annu-
al report by Artprice released yesterday.
Having seen sales collapse by a third in
the previous year because of the initial
crisis caused by the pandemic, sales
soared between June 2020 and June
2021 as auctioneers quickly adopted a
more online approach.

“Photography and prints have been
particularly successful in this new online
environment and in 2021, we have seen
the sensational arrival of completely
dematerialized artworks, the famous
NFTs,” said Artprice CEO Thierry
Ehrmann in a foreword to the report.
NFTs, or “non-fungible tokens”, allow peo-
ple to buy the rights to online art, includ-
ing images, animation or even tweets. In
March, US artist Beeple sold an NFT of
his digital artwork “Everydays: The First
5,000 Days” for $69.3 million to an Indian
blockchain entrepreneur-the third-highest
price ever achieved by a living artist.

Christie’s said 22 million people, nearly
60 percent under the age of 40, logged in
to the sale, the first public auction of an
NFT. NFTs accounted for a third of online
sales, and 2 percent of the overall art
market. Street artist Banksy got in on the
game shortly after, selling an NFT of his
work “Morons”, which featured an auc-
tioneer selling a painting with the inscrip-
tion: “I can’t believe you morons actually
buy this shit”. It sold for around $380,000.

But Artprice said another key driver of
growth was the emergence of the Asian
market, with Hong Kong establishing itself
as the contemporary art world’s second
city after New York. China actually beat
the United States for auction turnover,
taking 40 percent of sales to America’s 32
percent. Britain was in third place with 16
percent. “In effect, Hong Kong is now
playing an accelerator role for the most
prominent young Western artists and it is
establishing itself as New York’s primary
competitor,” said Ehrmann. The highest-
selling contemporary artist remains Jean-
Michel Basquiat, who died in 1988 but
generated $93.1 million in sales over the
past year.—AFP

A fisherman hangs a shark on the side of his boat at Serangan island near Denpasar on the
Indonesian resort island of Bali. — AFP photos

A view shows creations during the exhibition ‘CineMode par Jean-Paul’ by French fashion design-
er Jean-Paul Gaultier at the French Cinematheque in Paris. — AFP photos

Having achieved pretty much every-
thing there was to achieve in the
fashion world, Jean Paul Gaultier is

opening himself up to new horizons since
retiring from the business last year. The for-
mer “enfant terrible” of French fashion has
curated an exhibition in Paris on the power
of women, taking in screen icons from
Marilyn Monroe to this year’s shocking
Palme d’Or winner “Titane”.

“I’ve always been a feminist,” the 69-
year-old told AFP on a tour of the exhibition.
“I wanted to show the evolution of women
and men in cinema and fashion. Men
becoming more feminine and women tak-
ing on more and more power and freedom.”

“Cinemode”, which opens at the
Cinematheque Francaise this Wednesday,
brings together hand-picked film clips, pho-
tos and costumes. Gaultier has himself
straddled the worlds of film and fashion,
having designed costumes for Spanish
auteur Pedro Almodovar, and most famous-
ly for the 1990s sci-fi hit “The Fifth Element”.

He has a particular taste for icons of the
1950s and 1960s, Marilyn Monroe and
Brigitte Bardot. “In the same era, Brigitte
Bardot was extremely modern and free,
while Marilyn was the female-object par
excellence,” he said. He stops to observe
Bardot dancing wildly in a scene from “And
God Created Woman”. “This was dement-
ed for the 1950s!” he exclaims gleefully. He
also loves Bardot’s pink chequered wed-
ding dress that is on display: “She had an
incredible fashion sense.”

‘A new stage’ 
Gaultier surprised everyone in January

2020 when he announced his retirement
after half a century at the top of the fashion
world. He now invites a young designer to
create an haute couture collection for his
house each season, but wants new chal-
lenges for himself. “It’s a new stage. I don’t
want to do simply fashion anymore,” he
said. 

“This feels like I’m creating a new collec-
tion. It’s a new adventure, mixing fashion
with cinema. “The theme is the mix of
styles-the poor with the rich, the working
class with the aristocracy, the extremes
meeting each other and creating new
babies.” Still with a finger on the pulse of
popular culture, the collection runs right up
to the present moment, with images from
“Titane”, the Palme-winning body horror
movie about a woman exacting violent
revenge on men.—AFP

Watching the sun go down on a
warm spring day while listening
to soundtracks playing on head-

phones, dozens of people on Sunday
danced in a mountain top park in South
Africa’s economic capital of
Johannesburg. It’s a budding urban craze
spawned by the coronavirus pandemic
lockdown which shuttered night clubs in
South Africa, the country hardest hit on
the continent. President Cyril Ramaphosa
last week eased national COVID-19
restrictions to the lowest level ever, allow-
ing larger gatherings.

“People are (still) very hesitant about
going into clubs and indoor spaces, even
though it’s allowed now,” said organiser
Franck Leya, 27. “Being an open place
like this, it’s not a club... everybody is out,
and there is a certain level of social dis-
tance automatically without obviously
having to tell people,” he said. One
Sunday a month, revellers dance away
the day in the open air while enjoying a
360-degree panoramic view of the city
from Northcliff Ridge Ecopark, one of
highest points in Johannesburg.

Dancing with three friends, Jacqueline
Jennings breathed a sigh of relief that
finally she could enjoy a fun day out after
nearly 18 months of lockdown. “It feels
like we haven’t partied before, it feels so
good to be out,” said the 42-year-old

guest lodge owner. “It feels like being on
top of God’s garden.” “The silent disco is
divine, it’s the most beautiful house
music,” she said, adding, it’s “a big jol”
using South African slang for clubbing or
partying.

Gordon Sekome, 25, who works for an
audit firm was strolling in the quiet park
with his partner when they saw people
dancing, but no music speakers around.
“I was wondering ‘why do they all have
the same brand of earphones and there
is no music around?’,” Sekome said.

“This is an experience anyone can enjoy.
This is super cool” he said after sampling
the music. Vaccinated revelers enjoy a
discounted rate, said Leya. With more
than 2.9 million infections and 87,780
deaths, South Africa accounts for around
35 percent of the continental cases. The
government is working to vaccinate as
many as possible to achieve population
immunity. — AFP 

A Dj plays music as people listen with headphones during a silent disco event at sunset in a park
of Johannesburg.

People dance and listen to music with headphones during a silent disco event at sunset in a park of Johannesburg. — AFP photos

Canadian model Coco Rocha poses during a
photocall at the opening of the exhibition
‘CineMode par Jean-Paul’ by French fashion
designer Jean-Paul Gaultier at the French
Cinematheque in Paris.


