
KUWAIT: The staff of the Nuclear Medicine Unit 
at Al-Adan Hospital are taking part in activities 
marking the International Week of Nuclear 
Medicine and Molecular Imaging, which is held in 
October every year. These activities are held to 
help people gain more experience by presenting 
the latest research findings in this field in order to 
enable the development of methods for diagnosing 
diseases. 

On this occasion, the unit has listed its most 
important achievements, which include: 

• More than 3,700 nuclear medical examina-
tions conducted by the unit during the COVID-19 
pandemic 2020-2021. 

• Significant increase in the number of nuclear 
medicine examinations during the past five years. 

• The latest medical devices were brought in 
the unit to serve patients. 

• Examination of more than 800 cases by accu-
rate positron emission tomography. 

• A distinguished medical staff in the unit is 
equipped with the latest medical  expertise 
worldwide. 

• A maximum waiting list of 48 hours for all 
nuclear medicine examinations. 

• The unit is in the process of completing 
paperless work in line with Kuwait’s strategy call-
ing for ‘digital health services’. 

The Nuclear Medicine Unit at Al-Adan Hospital 
has been undergoing tangible changes and contin-
uous upgrades since joining the Ministry of Health 
in 2015. The unit currently accommodates five of 
the latest gamma-camera devices for tomography 
and coupled tomography, as well as the positron 
emission tomography device for molecular imag-
ing and a radiopharmacy with integrated equip-
ment, in addition to a thyroid clinic, a thyroid 
activity measuring device, and a carbon 14 test 
device for examining stomach germs. 

“The unit includes a distinguished and special-

ized medical staff that works with high efficiency 
around the clock,” the hospital said in a statement. 
“This staff is provided with the training and spe-

cialized courses required to equip them with the 
latest international medical expertise in the field 
of specialization.”
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Deputy Amir, Crown Prince 
meets visiting Saudi official

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir 
and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at 
Bayan Palace yesterday Saudi State 
Minister and Cabinet member Prince 
Turki bin Mohammad Al-Saud, who is on 
an official visit to Kuwait. Minister of 
Amiri Diwan Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and other 
state officials attended the meeting. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah received the visiting 
Saudi minister at yesterday Bayan Palace 
as well. Head of the Prime Minister’s 
Diwan Abdulaziz Al-Dekhil, Saudi 
Ambassador to Kuwait Prince Sultan bin 
Saad Al-Saud and other officials attended 
the meeting. 

In other news, His Highness the 
Deputy Amir and Crown Prince phoned 
on Sunday Sultan Haitham bin Tarik of 
Oman over Shaheen hurricane which hit 
some areas in the Sultanate. In the call, 
His Highness the Deputy Amir conveyed 
greetings of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah to Sultan Haitham, wishing him 
everlasting health. His Highness Sheikh 
Mishal also carried the Amir’s instruc-
tions to the Sultan on Kuwait and 
Kuwaitis’ support, and sympathy with, to 
Oman and its people. 

His Highness Sheikh Mishal said 
Kuwait puts all possible potentials to help 
Oman face the hurricane and overcome 
its effects. In addition, His Highness the 
Deputy Amir extended condolences of 
His Highness the Amir to Sultan Haitham 
and Omani people as well as the victims’ 
families of this devastating hurricane. He 

prayed to Allah Almighty to bestow mercy 
upon the victims’ souls, wishing a rapid 

recovery to those wounded, and further 
progress and protection to the Sultanate 
under the wise leadership of Sultan 

Haitham. 
Meanwhile, Sultan Haitham expressed 

appreciation to His Highness 
the Amir, and to His Highness 
the Deputy Amir and the 
Crown Prince for this good 
initiative and support to 
Oman. Sultan Haitham said 
this embodies the deep-root-
ed ties and bonds between 
Kuwait and Oman, wishing 
permanent well-being to His 
Highness the Amir, and His 
Highness Deputy Amir and the 

Crown Prince. He also wished Kuwait fur-
ther progress and prosperity under the 
wise leadership of His Highness the Amir. 

Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and 
Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-
Ali Al-Sabah also had a phone call yester-
day with Oman’s Deputy Prime Minister 
of Defense Affairs Shehab Al-Saeed, 
expressing his condolences on the victims 
of the hurricane. During the phone call, 
Sheikh Hamad conveyed the greetings of 
His Highness the Amir, His Highness the 
Deputy Amir the Crown Prince and His 
Highness Prime Minister to the Sultanate, 
affirming their instructions to devote 
Kuwait Armed Forces efforts to help the 
Sultanate in every way possible, a state-
ment by the army chief of staff command 
said. Sheikh Hamad also affirmed the his-
torical ties between the two countries and 

wishing a speedy recovery to those 
wounded. 

In the meantime, National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem sent cables 
of condolences to Chairman of Oman’s 
State Council Sheikh Abdulmalik Al-
Khalili and Chairman of Shura Council 
Khalid bin Hilal Al Maawali. In the two 
cables, Ghanem expressed his sincere 
sympathy on the victims of the Shaheen 
hurricane. He hoped that Omani people 
would overcome the repercussions and 
effects of this natural disaster as much as 
possible. He prayed to Allah Almighty to 
bestow mercy upon the victims’ souls, 
wishing a speedy recovery to those 
wounded. — KUNA

Sheikh Mishal offers help in phone call with Oman Sultan

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Saudi State Minister and Cabinet member Prince Turki bin 
Mohammad Al-Saud. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets 
Saudi State Minister and Cabinet member Prince Turki bin Mohammad Al-Saud.
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Adan Hospital unit 
celebrates Int’l Week 
of Nuclear Medicine

Aisha Al-Qattan, Chief of 
Nuclear Medicine Specialist 
and Technologist at Al-
Adan Hospital.

KUWAIT: Staff of the Nuclear Medicine Unit at Al-Adan Hospital pose for a group picture during a function 
marking the International Week of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging.

Dr Iman Al-Shemmeri, Head 
of Nuclear Medicine Unit at 
Al-Adan Hospital.
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In a study published last week, Morgan Stanley 

analysts noted the possibility of “demand destruc-
tion” if oil prices creep over $80 a barrel. Iraq’s oil 
minister has told the country’s state news agency 
the group is working towards keeping prices at 
around $70. However, in the current market, 
Goldman Sachs sees Brent crude oil soaring 
towards $90 within months. 

There had been questions over the willingness - 

not to mention ability - of some OPEC+ members to 
increase output in any case. Nigeria, Angola and 
Libya “continue to face their perennial infrastruc-
ture, investment, and security challenges”, according 
to Croft. Tamas Varga, an analyst at PVM  Oil 
Associates, said: “Delayed maintenance works and 
lack of investment, partly due to the health crisis and 
partly because of the transition from fossil fuel to 
renewable energy, are to blame for these failures”.  

Contrary to the normal OPEC trend of countries 
exceeding their production quotas, in recent months 
most member states have stuck to them or in some 
cases even fallen short. This suggests that the group 
may not be able to rapidly increase production in 
the short term despite it having a current theoretical 
reserve of five million bpd in the ground. The 
OPEC+ alliance said that their next meeting would 
be on Nov 4. — Agencies 

OPEC+ sticks to 
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The world’s largest social media platform has 

been embroiled in a firestorm brought about by 
Haugen, with US lawmakers and The Wall Street 
Journal raising sharp criticism of the network. “I 
think that finally now policymakers, maybe the 
White House, other leaders can look at someone 
like Frances Haugen and say... ‘It’s now incumbent 
upon us, Facebook will not fix itself,’” said Nora 
Benavidez, a Facebook accountability expert. 

Facebook’s vice president of policy and global 
affairs Nick Clegg vehemently pushed back at the 
assertion its platforms are “toxic” for teens, days 
after a tense, hours-long congressional hearing in 
which US lawmakers grilled the company over its 
impact on the mental health of young users. 
Haugen, the whistleblower, is herself set to testify 

Tuesday on Capitol  Hi l l  over Facebook and 
Instagram’s impact on young people. 

Senators put the social media giant’s Antigone 
Davis through the wringer last week over damn-
ing reports that Facebook’s own research warned 
of potential harm. Davis told lawmakers that a 
survey of teens on 12 serious issues like anxiety, 
sadness and eat ing disorders showed that 
Instagram was generally helpful to them. Yet, 
Senator Richard Blumenthal read aloud excerpts 
from company documents he said were leaked to 
lawmakers by a Facebook whistleblower that 
directly contradicted her. 

“Substantial evidence suggests that experi-
ences on Instagram and Facebook make body 
dissatisfaction worse,” he said, adding the finding 
was not a disgruntled worker’s complaint but 
company research. The enterprise has been under 
relentless pressure to guard against being a plat-
form where misinformation, hate and child-harm-
ing content can spread. Legislators have strug-
gled to pass new rules that would update online 
protections in decades-old laws crafted long 
before social media even existed. — AFP 
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drinking water before the strategic reserve is 

consumed. Munawer asked if international compa-
nies have submitted offers to develop water 
resources in the country and if the ministry has set 
up companies for the purpose of developing such 
resources. 

Meanwhile, prominent opposition MP 

Mohammad Al-Mutair said yesterday that a pro-
posed pardon of ex-opposition MPs, activists and 
political prisoners should be issued before the end 
of a national dialogue called by HH the Amir. Mutair 
said in a statement that the prime minister should 
also withdraw his demand to protect him against 
grillings by MPs. 

The lawmaker said that if these two demands are 
not met, opposition MPs who will take part in the 
dialogue should not act as representatives of the 
bloc of 31 opposition MPs. HH the Amir last week 
called for the national dialogue to resolve political 
crises that have rocked the country since the Dec 5 
election, which have prevented the National 
Assembly from holding regular sessions.

MP asks ministry  
over water...
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“In science many times it’s things we take for 

granted that are of high interest,” Patapoutian told 
the Nobel Foundation website. Touch receptors 
were “the big elephant in the room: we knew they 
existed, we knew they did something very different 
than how most other cells communicate with each 
other, which is through chemicals.” 

Julius, a professor at the University of California 
in San Francisco and the 12-year-younger 
Patapoutian, a professor at Scripps Research in 
California, will share the Nobel Prize cheque for 10 
million Swedish kronor ($1.1 million). 

The pair were not among the frontrunners men-
tioned in the speculation ahead of the announce-
ment. Pioneers of messenger RNA (mRNA) tech-
nology, which paved the way for mRNA Covid vac-
cines, and immune system researchers had been 
widely tipped as favorites. While the 2020 award 
was handed out during the pandemic, this is the first 

time the entire selection process has taken place 
under the shadow of COVID-19. Last year, the 
award went to three virologists for the discovery of 
the Hepatitis C virus. 

The Nobel season continues today with the award 
for physics and tomorrow with chemistry, followed 
by the much-anticipated gongs for literature on 
Thursday and peace on Friday before the economics 
prize winds things up on Monday, Oct 11. Speculation 
on potential Peace Prize winners has ranged from the 
Belarusian opposition to climate campaigners such as 
Sweden’s Greta Thunberg. — AFP 

US duo wins Nobel  
for work on touch...

Patrik Ernfors explains the research field of the win-
ners of the 2021 Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine. — AFP


