
STOCKHOLM: US scientists David Julius and 
Ardem Patapoutian yesterday won the Nobel 
Medicine Prize for discoveries on receptors for 
temperature and touch. The duo’s research, con-
ducted independently of each other in the late 
1990s and 2000s, is being used to develop treat-
ments for a wide range of diseases and conditions, 
including chronic pain. 

Julius, who in 2019 won the $3-million 
Breakthrough Prize in life sciences, said he was 
stunned to receive the call from the Nobel commit-
tee early yesterday. “One never really expects that 
to happen... I thought it was a prank,” he told 

Swedish Radio. Our ability to sense heat, cold and 
touch is essential for survival, the Nobel Committee 
explained, and underpins our interaction with the 
world around us. 

“The groundbreaking discoveries... by this year’s 
Nobel Prize laureates have allowed us to understand 
how heat, cold and mechanical force can initiate the 
nerve impulses that allow us to perceive and adapt 
to the world,” the Nobel jury said. “In our daily lives 
we take these sensations for granted, but how are 
nerve impulses initiated so that temperature and 
pressure can be perceived? This question has been 
solved by this year’s Nobel Prize laureates.” 

Julius, 65, was recognized for his research using 
capsaicin - a compound from chili peppers that 
induces a burning sensation - to identify which 
nerve sensors in the skin respond to heat. The 
human body generates heat in response to inflam-
mation, so we can protect the affected area and 
allow it to heal.  

Julius told Scientific American in 2019 that he got 
the idea to study chili peppers after a visit to the 

grocery store. “I was looking at these shelves and 
shelves of basically chili peppers and extracts (hot 
sauce) and thinking, ‘This is such an important and 
such a fun problem to look at. I’ve really got to get 
serious about this’,” he said.  

Patapoutian’s pioneering discovery was identify-
ing the class of nerve sensors that respond to touch.  
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 News in brief

OPEC+ sticks to output  
increase as prices soar

Kuwait: Policies continue to bear fruit • Oil prices hit multi-year highs
LONDON: The Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) and its key allies 
decided at a meeting yesterday to stick to planned 
moderate increases in output for November despite 
soaring crude prices. A statement released after the 
brief videoconference meeting of the OPEC+ 
alliance said that participants had agreed to stick to 
the schedule agreed in July, namely to “adjust 
upward the monthly overall production by 0.4 mil-
lion bpd (barrels per day) for the month of 
November 2021”. 

Kuwait’s oil minister yesterday praised the effec-
tive polices of OPEC and its allies amid the COVID-
19 pandemic, saying such measures helped balance 
the global oil market. There is prevailing sense of 
“optimism” in the global oil market given the 
OPEC+ alliance’s commitment to a deal on hiking 
output to 400,000 bpd on a monthly basis until 
November, Mohammad Al-Fares said in an oil min-
istry statement. 

As per the deal, Kuwait will contribute a share of 
27,000 bpd, added the minister, saying that as vac-
cination campaigns pick up speed across the world, 
an economic rebound is likely to occur, helping 
restore stability and balance to the oil market. On 
the gradual hike in oil production, OPEC and its ally 
Russia will continue to tread cautiously given the 
challenges facing the market, Fares highlighted. 

Markets have been sent surging further by yes-

terday’s decision, with prices for the benchmark 
WTI contract reaching $78.38 and Brent contracts 
trading at $82, the highest levels since November 
2014 and October 2018 respectively. The 23 coun-
tries in the group took under an hour to reach the 
decision after the meeting started shortly after 1300 
GMT. Their statement issued after the meeting said 
the decision had been taken in light of “current oil 
market fundamentals”.  

While higher prices benefit producers in the 
form of increased exports and revenues, there are 
medium-term drawbacks if rising prices stifle the 
fragile post-pandemic economic recovery. The 
trend could also entice new competitors into the 
market, making the exploration of new fields more 
profitable or even encouraging a trend towards 
renewables. 

US President Joe Biden’s administration urged 
increased output in August, when National Security 
Advisor Jake Sullivan said the cartel was not doing 
“enough” to boost oil production. Analyst Bjarne 
Schieldrop of Seb said yesterday that, given current 
conditions, “OPEC+ can thus no longer claim that 
they are working to stabilize the global oil market”. 
“The current chaos in the global coal and natural 
gas markets cannot be ignored, either. Holding back 
oil supply now is adding pain to injury to global 
consumers,” he said. 
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Cyclone kills 11 in Oman 
 
MUSCAT: At least 11 people died after a pow-
erful cyclone struck Oman causing widespread 
flooding and landslides, emergency authorities 
said yesterday. Seven of the victims died in the 
Batinah region, while more people are missing. 
Yesterday, Oman’s air force used helicopters to 
winch stranded survivors to safety on the coun-
try’s northern coast. A prisoner was rescued 
from a rooftop in Suwayq. — AFP 

Blasphemous cartoonist killed 
 
STOCKHOLM: Swedish cartoonist Lars Vilks, 
who lived under police protection after his 
2007 depiction of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
prompted death threats, died Sunday in a car 
accident. The 75-year-old and two police offi-
cers were killed in a collision with an oncoming 
truck. The accident occurred near the small 
town Markaryd when the car Vilks was travel-
ling in crashed into an oncoming truck. — AFP 

Russia fires missile from sub 
 
MOSCOW: Russia said yesterday it had com-
pleted two launches of hypersonic cruise mis-
siles, including one from a submerged subma-
rine, the latest tests of emerging weapons 
President Vladimir Putin has dubbed “invinci-
ble”. The military said yesterday it had fired a 
Zircon missile from the Severodvinsk nuclear 
submarine and hit a test target in the Barents 
Sea in Russia’s Arctic. — AFP 

NZ drops ‘COVID zero’ goal  
 
AUCKLAND: Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
admitted yesterday that New Zealand’s widely 
praised “COVID zero” strategy had failed to 
halt a stubborn outbreak in Auckland and said a 
new approach was needed. Ardern said the 
highly transmissible Delta variant had proved a 
“game-changer” that could not be eliminated. 
“Even with the long-term restrictions we’ve 
had, we patently haven’t reached zero,” she 
added. — AFP  

This photo illustration shows apps of Facebook, 
Instagram, WhatsApp and other social networks 
on a smartphone in Chennai. — AFP 

SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook and its Instagram 
and WhatsApp platforms were hit by a massive out-
age yesterday, impacting potentially tens of millions 
of users as the social media giant faces fallout over 
its effect on teens and misinformation. Tracker 
Downdetector was showing outages around the 
world, including Kuwait, with problems being 
reported from around 1545 GMT.  

“We’re aware that some people are having 
trouble accessing our apps and products,” 

Facebook spokesman Andy Stone said on Twitter. 
Users trying to access Facebook in affected areas 
were greeted with the message: “Something went 
wrong. We’re working on it and we’ll get it fixed as 
soon as we can.” 

The outage comes a day after a whistleblower 
went on US television to reveal her identity after she 
leaked a trove of documents to authorities alleging 
the company knew its products were fueling hate 
and harming children’s mental health. Frances 
Haugen, a 37-year-old data scientist from Iowa, has 
worked for companies including Google and 
Pinterest - but said in an interview with CBS news 
show “60 Minutes” that Facebook was “substantially 
worse” than anything she had seen before. 
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KUWAIT: MP Osama Al-Munawer yesterday sent 
a series of questions to Electricity and Water 
Minister Mishan Al-Otaibi over the ministry’s plans 

to deal with water security in times of crises and the 
quantity of water reserves. Kuwait gets the over-
whelming majority of its water needs from desalina-
tion of seawater through giant plants. It mixes 
desalinated water with brackish water it obtains 
from underground sources. 

In his questions, the lawmaker asked the minister 
if the ministry has prepared plans to deal with any 
emergency, and if these plans have been coordinat-
ed with concerned military and security agencies. 
He asked the minister about Kuwait’s daily water 
production and consumption, the size of the strate-
gic water reserve and how long it will last in case of 

emergency. He also inquired about the number of 
water storage tanks in the country and if the min-
istry plans to build more. 

Munawer asked the minister about plans to deal 
with any disruption in the production of desalinated 
water as a result of an act of sabotage or as a result 
of a technical problem that is very difficult to repair. 
He also asked about disruptions resulting from sea 
pollution, radiation or due to a spike in the salinity 
of seawater.  

The lawmaker asked the minister that in case of 
sea pollution, what is the ministry’s plan to provide  
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