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Man City hit back to deny Liverpool

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah (center) challenges Manchester City’s Portuguese defender Joao Cancelo during an English Premier League match at Anfield yesterday. — AFP

LIVERPOOL: Manchester City twice came from 
behind to prevent Liverpool moving back to the 
top of the Premier League in a pulsating 2-2 draw 
at Anfield yesterday. Liverpool weathered a City 
storm in the first-half and hit the English champi-
ons with a sucker punch when Sadio Mane opened 
the scoring just before the hour mark. Phil Foden 
levelled before Mohamed Salah looked to have 
won the game with a moment of individual bril-
liance as he jinked around four defenders before 
firing past Ederson. 

However, Kevin De Bruyne’s shot that deflected 
in off Joel Matip nine minutes from time salvaged 
the point Pep Guardiola’s men at least deserved. A 
share of the spoils leaves the title race tantalizingly 
poised with Liverpool a point behind leaders 
Chelsea and City two points off the top in third. It 
could have been much worse for City as a 0-0 draw 
at home to Southampton two weeks ago left them 

three points off the top of the table ahead of two of 
the most daunting away trips in the Premier League. 

However, rather than being cut adrift from the 
contenders to take their title, they have laid down a 
marker in schooling Chelsea on their own patch and 
doing the same to Jurgen Klopp’s men for the 
majority of a thrilling contest. Guardiola’s side won 
4-1 when the sides met behind closed door last sea-
son, but City have still not won in front of a crowd 
at Anfield since 2003, long before an Abu Dhabi 
takeover transformed the club’s fortunes. 

They should have ended that run by putting 
the game beyond doubt in a dominant first-half 
when, not for the first time this season, they just 
lacked the finishing touch. Foden had the majority 
of the chances before the break, but could not 
find a way past Alisson Becker. Bernardo Silva’s 
mazy run beyond f ive players cut open the 
Liverpool defense, but Foden’s low shot was 

repelled by the Brazilian international. 
The England international then had strong claims 

for a penalty or a red card against James Milner for 
a foul outside the box waived away by referee Paul 
Tierney. De Bruyne headed over a glorious chance 
with Foden this time the creator before Alisson had 
to sprint off his line to block from Foden once more 
just before the break. Liverpool were clinging on for 
the half-time whistle, but were able to reorganize 
themselves at the break to turn the game into a far 
more competitive contest in the second-half. 

Mane hit City with the sucker punch as Salah 
skipped past Joao Cancelo and played in the 
Senegalese to slot calmly into the far corner. 
Anfield was suddenly stirred and Liverpool’s play-
ers crashed into challenges in response as they 
didn’t allow City to get into the rhythm they 
enjoyed before the break. However, one slick move 
from Guardiola’s men finally saw them find the net 

to level 21 minutes from time. 
Gabriel Jesus skipped across the face of the 

Liverpool box before finding Foden, who this time 
drilled the ball low into Alisson’s far corner. 
Guardiola was then infuriated as Milner avoided a 
second yellow card after chopping down Silva. And 
moments his later his mood soured even more when 
Salah’s stunning solo goal swung the game in 
Liverpool’s favor. 

The Egyptian danced around Cancelo, Silva and 
Aymeric Laporte before firing on his weaker right 
foot high past Ederson. Guardiola was then booked 
for taking his protests too far, but five minutes later 
he was screaming in celebration as De Bruyne’s 
effort from the edge of the box deflected in off Joel 
Matip. Liverpool had the best chance to win the 
game in a breathless finale, but Rodri blocked 
Fabinho’s goal-bound effort after Ederson flapped 
at a free-kick. — AFP 

PARIS: Lionel Messi suffered his first defeat 
as a Paris Saint-Germain player yesterday as 
their perfect start to the Ligue 1 season ended 
with a 2-0 loss at Rennes. The Argentina star 
smacked the crossbar with a free-kick in the 
first half at Roazhon Park before Gaetan 
Laborde volleyed Rennes ahead just before the 
break with his league-leading sixth goal. 

Flavien Tait struck less than 20 seconds 
after half-time to double the lead, with Kylian 
Mbappe seeing a goal ruled out for offside as 
Rennes snapped PSG’s eight-match winning 
run in the league this term. “We didn’t start the 
match well but then we played the best 25-30 
minutes of the season. It’s a shame we didn’t 
score. We conceded two goals that were hard 
to take,” said PSG coach Mauricio Pochettino. 

PSG lost in the league for the first time since 
April, when they were beaten 1-0 at home by 
last season’s eventual champions Lille. “In gen-
eral, I’m satisfied, we created a lot of chances. 
Rennes scored with their first and the goal had 
a big emotional impact,” said Pochettino. “I 
don’t like to lose, there’s a bit of anger. To go 2-
0 down after a good period... We’re disap-
pointed not to have finished off what we had. It 
leaves us a bit bitter and disappointed.” 

Messi lined up alongside Neymar, 
Mbappe and Angel Di Maria for just the sec-
ond match, making only his second league 
start for PSG after missing the past two Ligue 
1 games with a knee injury. Gianluigi 
Donnarumma again got the nod ahead of 
Keylor Navas in goal, having kept a clean 
sheet midweek in PSG’s Champions League 
win over Manchester City. Looking to keep 
pace with the team that won its opening 14 
games under Thomas Tuchel in 2018, PSG 
created a series of chances midway through 
the first half-all of which went to waste. 

Neymar skied horribly after the ball broke 
kindly to the Brazilian inside the Rennes area 
and Mbappe was guilty of another glaring miss 
when he scooped over after getting in behind 
the home defense. Messi, who bagged a spec-
tacular first goal for PSG against City on 
Tuesday, nearly got off the mark in Ligue 1 but 
watched his curling free-kick from 25 yards 
clatter the bar on the half-hour. 

Rennes goalkeeper Alfred Gomis crucially 
stuck out a hand to deny Neymar a tap-in as Di 
Maria squared across the six-yard box, and 
PSG paid the price for their missed opportuni-
ties on the stroke of half-time. Kamaldeen 
Sulemana whipped in a cross from the left 
which was thumped beyond Donnarumma by 
Laborde, a deadline day signing from 
Montpellier Rennes, who spent Ä80 million 
($92.6 million) on new signings in the summer-
more than anyone in France including PSG - 
caught the visitors cold right at the start of the 
second half to make it 2-0. Laborde, released 

down the right, pulled back for Tait to sweep in 
first time - the goal upheld after a VAR check 
for offside, and greeted by a deafening roar 
from a full house of close to 30,000 once it 
was confirmed. 

Sulemana fired a ferocious drive narrowly 
over but PSG appeared to have pulled one 
back when Mbappe squeezed beyond Gomis, 
only for it to be chalked off upon review. It 
could have been worse for Pochettino’s side 
had a penalty awarded to Rennes not been 
overturned in the closing stages after replays 
exonerated Achraf Hakimi from a foul on 
Laborde. Instead PSG, who stay six points 
clear of second-placed Lens, must now reset 
after the international break that will see Messi 
jet off to South America for a gruelling series of 
three World Cup qualifiers. Hours after the 
death of former Marseille president Bernard 
Tapie at the age of 78, Jorge Sampaoli’s side 
lost 2-0 at Lille as Jonathan David struck twice 
for the second league game running. — AFP 

MADRID: Real Madrid slipped to a 2-
1 defeat at Espanyol yesterday as Carlo 
Ancelotti’s side followed up a shock 
Champions League reverse with their 
first Liga defeat of the season. Real, 
who lost to Moldovan minnows Sheriff 
Tiraspol on Tuesday, blew a chance to 
pull ahead of Atletico Madrid, who beat 
crisis-hit Barcelona 2-0 on Saturday to 
draw level with their city rivals on 17 
points. 

Ancelotti said Real had played “our 
worst match of the season”. “I agree, 
we played badly,” the Italian coach 
added. “We now need to use the inter-
national break to think about why this 
team’s attitude has changed in the 
space of a week.” 

Espanyol took the lead on 17 min-
utes at the RCDE Stadium in Catalonia 

when Raul de Tomas found the net. 
Aleix Vidal scored a sparkling second 
goal after nutmegging Nacho and 
smashing the ball past Real ‘keeper 
Thibaut Courtois 15 minutes into the 
second half. 

The defeat leaves Real without a 
win in three games after they were held 
to a goalless draw by Villarreal in their 
previous league match. Karim Benzema 
had the ball in the net early in the sec-
ond half but the goal was ruled out for 
Luka Jovic’s offside. 

Just as Espanyol appeared to be 
about to extend their advantage again, 
Benzema pulled a goal back on 71 min-
utes, firing into the bottom corner after 
the Frenchman collected a pass from 
Jovic for his ninth league goal in eight 
games this season. — AFP 

Real Madrid slip to Liga 
defeat against Espanyol

CORNELLA DE LLOBREGAT, Spain: Real Madrid’s French forward Karim 
Benzema (right) vies with Espanyol’s Spanish midfielder David Lopez dur-
ing a Spanish League match at the RCDE Stadium yesterday. — AFP 

Messi suffers first  
PSG defeat in  
loss at Rennes

RENNES: Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi controls the ball during 
the French L1 football match between Stade Rennais (Rennes) and Paris Saint-Germain 
at Roazhon Park yesterday. — AFP 


