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A bust of Alfred Nobel is pictured outside
Bjoerkborn Manor, where Nobel lived during the
summer periods of the last years of his life, in
Karlskoga, Sweden.

This handout picture released by Eurenco shows raw material used for the making of explosive
and propellent products inside the Bofors Eurenco plant owned by French company Eurenco in
Karlskoga, Sweden. Alfred Nobel’s last laboratory still exists, a stone’s throw from a big explosives
plant. In Sweden and around the world, the industrial legacy of the Nobel Prize founder is still mak-
ing sparks fly. — AFP Photos

Decade after
Jobs’ death, has 
Apple traded
magic for profit?

T
en years after Apple founder Steve
Jobs’ death, the firm has grown into
a colossus of devices and services

that is the world’s most valuable compa-
ny, but the tech legend’s diehard fans
lament its lost aura of revolution. “Apple
doesn’t innovate anymore” or “Steve
Jobs is turning in his grave” are the type
of disillusioned tweets that pop up espe-
cially during product launches led by Tim
Cook, who took Apple’s reins in Aug
2011. On the surface, Jobs - who died
Oct 5, 2011 after a battle with pancreatic
cancer - left the company DNA imbued
with his demanding intensity. At every
launch, Cook delivers the same hyper-
bolic turns of phrase that Jobs once did
to unveil even incremental changes to
the cameras or chips in its range of
phones, tablets and other devices.

But are these game-changing innova-
tions in the post-Jobs era? “Apple lost the
ability to bring out products that could
revolutionize a market,” said Tech indus-
try analyst Rob Enderle of Enderle
Group. “They became a financially-
focused company very effective at milk-
ing its faithful users,” he added. The com-
pany has impacted hundreds of millions
of lives since its 1976 founding in a

garage, with devices like the iPod
launched in 2011 and the 2007 release of
the iPhone that put the internet in peo-
ple’s pockets.

Since then, Apple has released an
internet-connected time piece, the Apple
Watch. “The measure of Apple is always
innovation, that’s what people focus on...
another aspect of a company being suc-
cessful is its ability to change them-
selves,” noted analyst Carolina Milanesi.
Apple has indeed diversified by adding
many services carefully integrated into its
devices: music, payments, videos and
games. The company had to learn a
world outside of the hardware business,
a strategy Milanesi described as “more
ropes that bring people to Apple... and
keep them here”. It’s a direction that
would probably not have been rejected
by Jobs, who always tried to control his
customers’ experience from start to fin-
ish, according to the biography written by
Walter Isaacson.

In any case, the company under Cook
has delighted Wall Street: The Apple
brand was worth about $350 billion ten
years ago - and is worth $2.358 trillion
today. “In our opinion (Apple is) going to
$3 trillion over the next six to nine
months,” predicted analyst Dan Ives. Like
many observers of the Californian behe-
moth, and unlike some fans of Jobs, he
believes that Apple has never stopped
inventing.

In particular, he cites the development
of the M1 chip, which replaces Intel in
some new devices. “I think Apple evolved
with time and so has Cook, and I think
the one thing that Jobs was a huge
believer in was innovation organically,”
said Ives. He noted the iPhone will con-
tinue to be the “heart and lungs” of
Apple’s growth story for years to come,
but he sees a virtual reality headset and
even an Apple car by 2024. —AFP

S
ince 1901, the Nobel prizes have
been awarded to men, women and
organizations for work that has led to

great advances for humankind, in line with
the wishes of inventor Alfred Nobel. Here
are five things to know about the prizes and
their creator.

A misunderstanding? 
On April 12, 1888, Alfred Nobel’s elder

brother Ludvig died in Cannes, France. But
newspaper Le Figaro mixed up the broth-
ers and announced Alfred’s death on its
front page under a rather inflammatory
headline: “A man who can hardly be called
a benefactor of humanity died yesterday in
Cannes. He is Nobel, inventor of dynamite.”
Many credit this slight as the inspiration for
Nobel’s creation of the prizes, pointing to
the wording in his will that the prizes should
go to those who “have conferred the great-
est benefit to humankind”.

“But we can only imagine” because the
incident is not mentioned in his correspon-
dence, his biographer Ingrid Carlberg told
AFP. As for the visitors who came to offer
their condolences at the inventor’s Parisian
mansion, they were surprised to be greeted
by a very much alive Alfred, as reported by
Le Figaro the following day.

Older and older discoveries 
In Nobel’s will, the rewards were to go to

those who had served humanity “during the
preceding year”. However, from the awards’
inception in 1901 and onwards, this has
rarely been imperative. It often takes time
for the true impact of discoveries to become
known, and the number of worthy recipients
is accumulating. As a result, work that is
several decades old is often rewarded.
Goodenough, for example, in 2019 became
the oldest person to win a Nobel, at the age
of 97. He is now the oldest living Nobel lau-
reate, at 99. The youngest was Malala
Yousafzai of Pakistan, who received the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2017 at 17.

Posthumous awards 
Since 1974, the statutes of the Nobel

Foundation stipulate that the award may
not be given posthumously. But a person
may be awarded the honor if she or he dies
between the time of the announcement in
October and the formal prize ceremony in
December. Before the change, only two
people had won a Nobel posthumously.
One was Dag Hammarskjold, the Swedish
secretary-general of the United Nations

who died in a plane crash in 1961 but was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize later the
same year.

And in 1931, the Nobel Prize in
Literature was awarded posthumously to
another Swede, Erik Axel Karlfeldt. In 2011,
the medicine prize committee selected
Ralph Steinman of Canada, unaware that
he had passed away just three days before
its announcement. The foundation decided
nevertheless to give him the prize.

Unlikely peace prize nominations 
From Adolf Hitler to Michael Jackson via

Stalin or Mussolini, the Nobel Peace Prize
has seen its share of improbable, far-
fetched or eyebrow-raising candidates in its
120-year existence. Hitler was nominated
for the peace prize by a Swedish MP in
January 1939, on the brink of the bloodiest
conflict in history. The proposal, which was
meant as sarcasm and aimed at discredit-
ing the nomination of Britain’s Neville
Chamberlain after the Munich Agreements,
was however withdrawn. Serbian President
Slobodan Milosevic, later tried for genocide,
was also nominated, as was Jules Rimet,
the “father” of the football World Cup.

Only one in 20 female laureates 
While their representation among win-

ners has been steadily increasing in the last
decades compared to the early years,
women still account for about just six per-
cent of winners. Since 2001, 28 women
have been awarded all prizes combined,
almost three times as many as in the previ-
ous two decades.

In 2009, five women received a Nobel
prize, including the first female laureate in
economics, American Elinor Ostrom-a
record that has yet to be equalled. “Nobel
would have been annoyed by this statistic,”
Ingrid Carlberg said. “He was a feminist
before his time, who defended women’s
careers and admired female intellectuals.” 

Economics has had the fewest women
laureates at 2.3 percent, lower than the sci-
ence prizes combined which have seen 3.7
percent women. While slightly more evenly
distributed, literature is still largely a male
affair with 13.7 women among laureates,
with the peace prize faring slightly better at
15.9 percent. Nevertheless, the first person
to win the Nobel prize twice was Marie
Curie, in 1903 in physics and in 1911 in
chemistry. — AFP 

C
OVID-19 vaccine pioneers, media
watchdogs, climate activists and
Belarus opposition leaders are just

some of those tipped for Nobel glory when
the latest prize recipients are announced
from today against the background of the
pandemic. Launched 120 years ago, the
medicine, physics, chemistry, literature and
peace awards created by Swedish inventor
Alfred Nobel, as well as the more recent
economics prize, will be given out in
Stockholm and Oslo from October 4-11. 

While the list of contenders is a closely

guarded secret, Nobel experts say
research on messenger RNA (mRNA),
which forms the basis of the
Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna COVID-19
vaccines, is a hot favorite for the medicine
or chemistry prizes. “It would be a mistake
if the Nobel Committee did not give the
prize to mRNA vaccine technology,”
Swedish science journalist Ulrika Bjorksten
said. 

She cited as possible laureates Katalin
Kariko of Hungary and Drew Weissman of
the United States, whose pioneering
research led directly to the first mRNA vac-
cines. These have been injected in over a
billion people worldwide in a race to ease a
pandemic that has claimed the lives of
more than 4.7 million people. Kariko and
Weissman have already received several
accolades, including the Lasker Prize in
the US, often seen as a precursor to the

Nobel.
Other fields that could be honored

include cell communication, the workings
of the immune system, the discovery of the
breast cancer gene, epigenetics and antibi-
otic resistance. The medicine prize opens
the Nobel season on Monday, followed by
the awards for physics on Tuesday, chem-
istry on Wednesday, literature on Thursday
and peace on Friday. The economics prize
wraps up the Nobel season on October 11.

Peace prize for the climate? 

Among those generating buzz for the
peace prize-the only one to be given in
Oslo-are media watchdogs, Belarusian
opposition leaders and climate campaign-
ers, such as Swedish activist Greta
Thunberg. The image of the prestigious
award has been hit hard over the past
years as one of its previous laureates,
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed,
became embroiled in a war. Another,
Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi, was
accused of defending the massacre of
members of the Rohingya minority. Last
year, the World Food Program won.

There is speculation that climate
activists are next in line as the world expe-
riences a torrent of deadly weather disas-
ters, from asphalt-melting heatwaves to
flash floods and untameable wildfires. “It is
the most important issue at the moment,”
said Nobel historian Asle Sveen.

Other experts believe the time may be
right for organizations fighting for freedom
of information and the rights of journalists,
such as Reporters Without Borders or the
Committee to Protect Journalists. Non-vio-
lent opposition of Belarus’s autocratic
regime, spearheaded by Svetlana
Tikhanovskaya, is also seen as a worthy
winner. Although earlier deemed favorites,
the World Health Organization and the
Covax vaccine-sharing scheme have been
hampered by the slow distribution of jabs
to poor countries.

‘Discover a genius’ 
For the literature prize, to be announced

on Thursday, punters suggested the
Swedish Academy may look further afield
after honoring several European and North
American laureates. “I do believe they real-
ly want to discover a genius from a previ-
ously neglected area,” said Jonas Thente,
literary critic at Swedish daily Dagens
Nyheter. He suggested “someone with a
primary interest in cross-cultural experi-
ences”, such as 44-year-old Nigeria-born
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. “She is prob-
ably too young, but she would fit the pro-
file.”

Some names have been bandied about
in Stockholm’s literary circles for years-
Hungary’s Peter Nadas, Canada’s
Margaret Atwood, Syrian poet Adonis and
Somali author Nuruddin Farah. Some new-
er names to emerge include India’s Vikram
Seth, China’s Liao Yiwu and Mozambican
writer Mia Couto. Last year, the honor went
to American poet Louise Gluck. While the
names of the Nobel laureates are kept
secret until the last minute, the Nobel
Foundation has already announced that
the glittering prize ceremony and banquet
held in Stockholm in December for the sci-
ence and literature laureates will not hap-
pen this year due to the pandemic.

Like last year, laureates will receive their
awards in their home countries. A decision
has yet to be made about the peace prize
ceremony held in Oslo. This year’s winners
take home 10 million Swedish kronor (just
under one million euros, $1.13 million), to
be shared if more than one person is hon-
ored in a discipline. — AFP

Photo shows the interior of the laboratory of Alfred Nobel, where powder trials and experiments
with artificial rubber and synthetic threads were carried out.— AFP 

Cash-strapped
Nobel Institute
seeks fresh
funding
I

n the throes of a cash crunch, the librari-
ans at Oslo’s Nobel Institute for a time
donned gloves and tended to the gar-

dens after the landscapers were laid off.
The prestigious institution behind the
Nobel Peace Prize has been hard hit by
rising costs and funding cuts-made worse
by the expense of running its vast and old
offices. With staff reduced from eight to five
people since the 1990s, it is now turning to
Norway’s parliament for support-raising
concerns about the institution’s independ-
ence. “For the past 20 years, our income
has been reduced while our costs have
continued to rise,” Nobel Institute Director
Olav Njolstad told AFP.

“Without additional income, our cash
flow will be exhausted in two or three
years’ time,” he told AFP from his office,
lined with history books on Adolf Hitler and
the Cold War. Now, it is under pressure to
sell its historic yellow-tinged building near
the city’s lush Royal Palace Park, which
has hosted Nelson Mandela and the Dalai
Lama. Given out at gilded ceremonies
attended by Norwegian royalty, the Nobel
Peace Prize has been won by dozens of
people and organizations since 1901,
including Barack Obama, Malala Yousafzai
and the World Food Program. It will be
awarded this year on October 8.

Political pressure 
The Nobel Institute in Oslo handles the

administration to support a five-person
committee that selects the peace prize
winner-the awards for science and litera-
ture are handled by separate committees-
and promotes research into peace. Most of
the institution’s funding comes from an
annual grant of 5.3 million Swedish crowns
(523,000 euros, $605,000) by the Nobel
Foundation in Stockholm.

The Swedish chemist and engineer
died in 1896, bequeathing money to estab-
lish the prize in Norway, along with awards
for literature and science in Sweden. But
the funding was cut drastically in 2013 in
the wake of the 2007-8 financial crisis, and
hasn’t risen since. What money there is
doesn’t stretch as far, due to the impact of
inflation and ballooning pension costs. 

Njolstad is now appealing to parliament
to step in to fill the yawning budget gap,
but it has raised serious concerns about
the institution’s autonomy. “It is possible
that in some future period there would be
some pressure from one political group or
another,” said Dan Smith of the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute.
“When money is given then you can
expect that there would be a greater
voice,” he told AFP.

In line with Alfred Nobel’s will, parlia-
ment already appoints the committee’s
members. For decades it has made a
modest contribution to the institute’s library,
but Njolstad has now asked for a substan-
tially larger annual handout of eight million
Norwegian kroner (789,000 euros,
$913,000), which will be considered by
parliament in the coming months. He
insists the grant would only be used for
running costs and would not compromise
the committee’s independence. “Other
institutions in society are financed-some-
times up to 100 percent-by the state but
nobody questions their independence,”
Njolstad said, using the examples of the
courts and academic research.—AFP

Photo shows the laboratory of Alfred Nobel, where powder trials and experiments with artificial
rubber and synthetic threads were carried out, in Karlskoga, Sweden. 

A picture shows an image of Apple founder and late CEO Steve Jobs in the interior of the US pavil-
ion at the Dubai Expo 2020. Expo 2020 opened in Dubai, hoping to attract millions of visitors with
its imaginative pavilions and technological advances. — AFP 


