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 News in brief

Kuwait keen on helping Libya 
complete transitional phase

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister and State 
Minister for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah met with his 
Libyan counterpart Dr Najla Mangoush yesterday. 
During the meeting, the Kuwaiti minister affirmed 
Kuwait’s keenness on helping Libya complete its 
transitional phase and hold its general elections on 
December 24, 2021. Meanwhile, the Libyan official 
praised Kuwait’s efforts in supporting Libya and 
the region. In addition, both sides also discussed 
the historic bilateral ties between Kuwait and 
Libya, ways of enhancing those ties, in addition to 
latest regional and international developments.  

Libya’s foreign minister had said yesterday that 
some foreign fighters have left the country as the 
unity government seeks to marshal international 
help to withdraw the many who remain. “The 
reports are correct. There is a very modest start,” 

Mangoush said at a news conference in Kuwait 
when asked whether some foreign fighters had 
been removed. 

“We are still seeking a larger and comprehen-
sive organization for the 
exit of mercenaries,” she 
said. Libya’s warring sides, 
backed by regional pow-
ers, remain entrenched 
with allied foreign merce-
naries along front lines in 
defiance of a ceasefire 
agreement. 

Any more significant 
withdrawal of foreign 
mercenaries has appeared 
far off amid arguments over the role of regional 
forces allied to each side and stumbles in efforts 

to agree ground-rules for a national election. 
There has been little peace or security in Libya 

since the 2011 NATO-backed uprising that ousted 
Muammar Gaddafi. The country split between 

warring eastern and west-
ern factions in 2014. 
Eastern forces were 
backed by the United 
Arab Emirates, Russia and 
Egypt. The previous gov-
ernment in Tripoli, in the 
west, which was recog-
nized by the United 
Nations, was supported 
by Turkey. 

The warring sides 
brought in mercenaries, including via Russia’s 
Wagner group, from Syria, Sudan and Chad among 

other countries, the United Nations has said. 
Last year, after commander Khalifa Haftar’s 

eastern-based Libyan National Army (LNA) 
was pushed back from its 14-month assault on 
Tripoli, the two sides agreed on a truce and 
accepted the installation of a new unity gov-
ernment in Tripoli . The ceasefire agreement 
called for all foreign mercenaries to be with-
drawn within three months of its being signed a 
year ago. 

The head of Libya’s presidency council said 
last month it would take part in a conference to 
ensure “unified, consistent” international sup-
port and restore a sense of Libyan leadership 
and ownership over the country’s future. But 
Mohammed Al-Menfi also warned of “serious 
challenges” that could undermine national elec-
tions planned for December 24. — Agencies

Libya’s foreign minister confirms departure of some foreign fighters

KUWAIT: Libya’s foreign minister Dr Najla Mangoush speaks during a press conference in Kuwait 
yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

This handout photo released by Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry yesterday shows Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meeting with his Libyan counterpart Dr Najla Mangoush.
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Amir congratulates Qatar 
 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of 
congratulations to the Amir of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani on the success of 
his country’s first Shura Council elections. His 
Highness Sheikh Nawaf praised the great par-
ticipation of the Qatari people in the voting 
process, wishing Qatar’s leadership and people 
more welfare and success.

Amir sends condolences  
 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of con-
dolences yesterday to Sultan of Oman Haitham bin 
Tariq, over the victims of the tropical storm 
Shaheen. In the cable, His Highness the Amir 
prayed to Allah Almighty to bestow mercy upon 
the dead and for a speedy recovery for the injured, 
hoping that Oman will overcome the natural disas-
ter. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah sent similar cables.

Kuwait lists 72 cases 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday reported 72 new 
COVID-19 cases registered over the previous 
24 hours, raising the total to 411,803, while a 
single fatality took the country’s death toll to 
2,452. The number of patients hospitalized at 
COVID-19 wards stood at 40, while there were 
10 patients in intensive care units in addition to 
657 active cases, the ministry’s spokesman Dr 
Abdullah Al-Sanad said. Some 28,538 swab 
tests were conducted over the same period, 
taking the total to 508,146.

Second dose available 
 
KUWAIT: People who received their first dose 
of the COVID-19 vaccine but missed their sec-
ond dose appointment can go to the Kuwait 
Vaccination Center in Mishref to receive their 
second dose at any time without prior appoint-
ment, health ministry spokesman Dr Abdullah 
Al-Sanad said.

No causeway closure 
 
KUWAIT: Reports circulating on social media 
alleging that Kuwaiti authorities have closed the 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah Causeway for 
motorists are false, the Interior Ministry said yes-
terday. The Interior Ministry had on Friday banned 
cycling, jogging and other recreational activities 
on the bridge for public safety purposes. 

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem received Indian 
Ambassador to Kuwait Sibi George in his office yesterday. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fund for Arab 
Economic Development signed a 
$1.9 mill ion agreement with the 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees to develop a health 
project for Syrian refugees in 
Jordan. In a press statement yester-
day, KFAED’s Director-General 
Marwan Al-Ghanem said that the 
agreement aims to provide health 
services to Syrian refugees in 
Jordan by developing primary health 
care services. The representative of 

the High Commissioner for Syrian 
Refugees in Kuwait, Nasreen 
Rubaian, noted that the project 
includes providing primary health 
care to about 28,113 patients from 
Zaatari camp and about 52,314 from 
Azraq camp, as well as following up 
on coronavirus cases. In 2016, the 
Kuwaiti Fund provided the High 
Commissioner with a grant of $3 
million to contribute to supporting 
the response plan to the Syrian 
refugee crisis in Lebanon. — KUNA 

KFAED signs $1.9m deal with 
UN to help Syrian refugees
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The eye of the storm was 220 km off the coast of 

the province, he said.  
The United Arab Emirates (UAE) was also on 

“high alert”, emergency services said. Some flights 
to and from Muscat International Airport were sus-
pended “to avoid any risks”, the airport said, while 
the Civil Aviation Authority urged people to avoid 

low-lying areas and valleys. Oman declared a two-
day national holiday yesterday and today and shut-
tered schools “due to the adverse climate condi-
tions”, the official Oman News Agency said. 

Deadly storms are periodic occurrences in the 
Gulf. In July, northern Oman was hit by heavy rains, 
hail and strong winds. And in May 2018, Cyclone 
Mekunu hit southern Oman and the Yemeni island of 
Socotra, killing at least 11 people. Oman, a country of 
some 4.6 million people, reopened its doors to foreign 
tourists last month after a COVID-imposed closure. 

The Gulf country - known for its rich heritage, 
scenic coastline and stunning terrain - has been hit 
hard by the fall in world crude prices since 2014 and 
the coronavirus pandemic. The sultanate had been 

counting on tourism to boost its flagging economy 
but the virtual collapse of international leisure travel 
has set back those plans. 

The UAE was also bracing for the possible impact 
of Cyclone Shaheen, with emergency authorities 
urging people to avoid beaches and low-lying areas. 
“We would like to assure everyone that the con-
cerned authorities are on high alert and prepared to 
deal with any upcoming tropical situation,” its 
National Emergency Crisis and Disaster 
Management Authority said Saturday. All construc-
tion work has been halted in Al-Ain, bordering 
Oman, until tomorrow, the Abu Dhabi Media Office 
said, while children will study remotely today and 
tomorrow. — AFP 

Nine killed as  
cyclone lashes...
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men and this is the will of the peo-

ple.” It is not known when the amir’s 
appointments will be announced or 
when the council will meet. “I’m not 
happy because all of them (winners) 
are men - some of them are old. To be 
honest, I was surprised. It’s not fair,” 
said voter Shamma who declined to 
give her full name. “We are really sad.” 
Dania Thafer, director of the Gulf 
International Forum, tweeted “I fore-
see a strong l ikel ihood of  women 
being appointed by the amir”. 

Of the 284 hopefuls who went into 
the race for the 30 available council 
seats, just 28 were women although 
the final proportion after a number of 
eleventh-hour candidate withdrawals 
has not been published. As well as 

counting no women amongst their 
number, the 30 victorious candidates 
were older men mostly from prominent 
families, many of whom had back-
grounds in business or government. 

“You lost the battle of victory, but 
you won the war of participation!” 
popular Qatari author Ebtesam Al-
Saad wrote on Twitter. “We still hesi-
tate to accept women... voters still 
feel that their communication with 
men is more free and flexible than 
their  deal ings with women.” If  as 
expected by many analysts the amir 
does direct ly appoint  women to 
improve the gender balance it would 
follow what happened in Bahrain’s 
legislative election. 

Official sources had confirmed to 
AFP this was a likely outcome in the 
event no women succeeded at the bal-
lot box in Qatar. “Disappointed, but 
not surprised that not a single woman 
has won. Representation of women is 
still considered a ‘token’ representa-
tion and is based on filling a quota,” 
said Qatari voter Haya. — AFP 

Disappointment  
as no women...
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Bouteflika from power in 2019 after 

two decades at the helm. 
Macron’s office did not deny the 

reported comments, but said the presi-
dent was discussing the war in Algeria 
with French youths and answering ques-
tions, not giving an official interview. 
Ianni said there had been no official noti-
fication of the flight ban, and the French 
foreign ministry, contacted by AFP, 
declined to comment. 

Last year, the Algerian government 
criminalized the dissemination of what it 
considers “false news” that harms nation-
al unity. Saturday’s ambassador recall was 
the second time it had done so, having 
taken a similar response in May 2020 
after French media broadcast a documen-
tary about the Hirak movement. Algerian 

officials have cracked down on efforts to 
revive the pro-democracy protests, and 
rights groups say dozens of people linked 
to it have been jailed in recent months. 

Algiers was also angered last week 
after France said it would sharply reduce 
the number of visas it grants to citizens of 
Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia. Paris said 
the decision had been made necessary by 
the former colonies’ failure to do enough 
to allow illegal migrants in France to be 
returned. When a French court denies a 
person’s visa request, authorities must still 
secure a consular travel pass from his or 
her home country in order to forcibly 
expel them, a document that Paris says 
Algiers, Rabat and Tunis are largely 
refusing to provide. 

Macron has reportedly ordered the 
number of visa deliveries to Algeria and 
Morocco to be halved from 2020 levels, 
and by a third for Tunisia. The Algerian 
foreign ministry summoned France’s 
ambassador Francois Gouyette on 
Wednesday to make a “formal protest” of 
the visa ruling. — AFP 

Algeria 
escalates...


