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 News in brief

400,000+ students return  
to school after 19 months

MoE ready for new academic year • One vaccine dose enough to enter schools
KUWAIT: More than 400,000 stu-
dents of public and private Arabic 
schools returned to campuses yester-
day for the 2021-22 academic year 
after 19 months of closure due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The “Safe 
Education” project - a collaboration 
between the ministries of interior, 
education, health, and information - 
was launched to protect all students in 
education facilities from the coron-
avirus and prevent its spread. Some 
private foreign and bilingual schools 
had reopened on Sept 26 for in-per-
son classes.  

Education Minister Ali Al-Mudhaf 
affirmed yesterday that the ministry is 
ready for the beginning of the new 
school year, with all its challenges. “In 
the past six months, the ministry of 
education - in cooperation with the 
ministry of health - has worked on 
preparing schools and faculty mem-
bers to provide a safe environment for 
everyone,” Mudhaf said during a visit 
to a number of schools. 

“Cooperation with the ministry of 
health led to creating a new guide-
book of safety measures, and we will 
reassess the situation at the end of the 

year to come up with appropriate 
decisions,” he said. “I am proud of 
what I saw today as it reflects the 
amount of work and dedication of all 
those concerned to assure a happy 
and safe school year,” Mudhaf added. 

Meanwhile, the education ministry 
informed schools to allow students, 
teaching staff and parents who have 
taken one dose of the COVID-19 vac-
cine on campuses. Weekly PCR tests 
are required for students aged 12 and 
above and teachers who are not vac-
cinated, the ministry added.  

The maximum capacity for any 
classroom is 20 students, with stu-
dents sitting one to two meters apart. 
Masks should be worn at all times.  
Classes are divided into two groups: 
The first group will go to school on 
Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday, while 
the second group will go on Monday 
and Wednesday. In the following week, 
the groups will swap attendance. The 
duration of each period has been 
extended to one hour from 45 minutes 
to allow teachers to compensate for 
any loss in education due to the clo-
sure of schools from last year due to 
the pandemic. — Agencies

KUWAIT: Students attend class at a school in Salmiya after public schools reopened for on-campus learning yesterday for the first 
time after 19 months due to the COVID-19 pandemic. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 3)

Saudi confirms talks with Iran 
 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister con-
firmed yesterday that Riyadh held discussions 
with regional rival Tehran last month. Saudi 
Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan said 
“the fourth round of talks took place on 
September 21”. He did not disclose the location of 
the meeting or the level of representation. Iraqi 
sources said last month that officials from both 
countries had met recently in Baghdad. — AFP 

Iran urges US to unfreeze $10bn 
 
TEHRAN: Iran’s foreign minister has called on the 
US to unlock $10 billion of Tehran’s frozen assets 
to clear the way for a return to a nuclear deal with 
major powers. If the Americans have “true inten-
tions, let them release some of our assets, for 
example $10 billion frozen in foreign banks”, 
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said in an interview with 
state television broadcast late Saturday. — AFP 

Jordan king, Assad hold phone call  
 
AMMAN: Jordan’s king held a telephone call 
with Syria’s president yesterday, the palace said, 
in the first such conversation between the two 
leaders since Syria’s war erupted a decade ago. 
King Abdullah II and Syrian President Bashar 
Al-Assad discussed “bilateral ties and means to 
bolster cooperation”, a statement said. During 
their call, Abdullah stressed Jordan’s “support for 
efforts to safeguard Syria’s sovereignty, stability 
and territorial unity”, it added. —  AFP 

3 Expo workers died of COVID  
 
DUBAI: Three laborers died from COVID-19 
during construction of Dubai’s Expo 2020 site, 
officials said yesterday, a day after revealing 
three work-related deaths. “We’ve never been 
complacent on worker welfare, this is a matter 
we take extremely seriously,” said spokeswoman 
Sconaid McGeachin. On Saturday, officials 
defended the work-related deaths, saying the 
fatality rate was lower than in Britain’s construc-
tion sites. — AFP 

MUSCAT: A picture taken yesterday shows flooding in the Omani capital as 
Cyclone Shaheen hit the country. — AFP 

DOHA: A Qatari woman casts her ballot at a polling station yesterday, during 
the country’s first ever legislative vote. — AFP 

MUSCAT: At least nine people were 
killed in Oman and Iran yesterday as 
Tropical Cyclone Shaheen pummeled 
parts of their coastlines, authorities 
said. In Oman, two people died in a 
landslide and a child in flash flooding, 
officials said. Rescue teams pulled the 
bodies of two Asian workers from 
their home hit by a landslide in the 
Rusayl industrial area of Muscat 
province, Oman’s National Committee 
for Emergency Management said.  

The child died and another person 
was reported missing in flash floods in 
the capital’s province, it added. Flights 
were suspended and schools closed as 
the storm, with wind speeds up to 139 
km an hour, was due to cross Oman’s 
north coast in the evening. In the capi-
tal, Muscat, vehicles were tire-deep in 
water and streets deserted.  

Across the sea in Iran, six people 
were killed in Chabahar port in the 
southeastern province of Sistan-
Baluchestan, parliament’s news agency 
ICANA reported, citing deputy speak-
er Ali Nikzad. “Infrastructure, includ-
ing electrical facilities and roads, was 
damaged,” provincial governor 
Hossein Modarres-Khiabani told Iran’s 
official IRNA news agency.  

Continued on Page 2 

Nine killed as  
cyclone lashes  
Oman, Iran

DOHA: Women voters voiced disap-
pointment yesterday after none were 
elected in Qatar’s first legislative polls, 
with all eyes on whether the amir will 
use his powers to appoint 15 lawmak-
ers to boost representation. Thirty 
men were elected to Qatar’s Shura 
Council at Saturday’s polls despite 
more than two dozen women standing 

for the body which is seen as a nod to 
democracy rather than a fully-fledged 
parliament. 

“The (amir’s) quota is the lifeline to 
ensure women’s representation in the 
next assembly,” said defeated candi-
date Aisha Jassim Al-Kuwari, who ran 
in a constituency alongside four other 
women against 14 male contenders. 
“We hope to appoint four to five 
women because the presence of 
women is very important. Some of the 
female candidates were disappointed, 
of course, because they presented 
strong programs - but we should not 
forget that some female voters chose  
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PARIS: The diplomatic discord between Algeria 
and France deepened yesterday after Algiers 
banned French military planes from its airspace, its 
latest response to a row over visas and critical com-

ments from President Emmanuel Macron. France’s 
jets regularly fly over the former French colony to 
reach the Sahel region of western Africa, where its 
soldiers are helping to battle insurgents as part of 
its Barkhane operation. 

“This morning when we filed flight plans for two 
planes, we learned that the Algerians had stopped 
flights over their territory by French military 
planes,” an army spokesman, Colonel Pascal Ianni, 
told AFP. He said the decision had “slightly impact-
ed” supply flights but “does not affect our opera-
tions” in the Sahel. But the move heightened ten-

sions that had already flared Saturday when the 
Algerian government recalled its ambassador to 
France, citing “inadmissible interference” in its 
affairs. According to French and Algerian media 
reports, Macron told descendants of figures in 
Algeria’s 1954-62 war for independence that the 
country was ruled by a “political-military system” 
that had “totally re-written” its history. “You can 
see that the Algerian system is tired, it has been 
weakened by the Hirak,” he added, referring to the 
pro-democracy movement that forced Abdelaziz  
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