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ATHENS: The sun was barely out in
Greece in July when Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis jumped on Twitter to
congratulate newly-crowned Greek-
Nigerian NBA champion Giannis
Antetokounmpo of the Milwaukee Bucks.
“Incredible Yannis! Greeks everywhere cel-
ebrate!” the avid basketball fan tweeted
minutes after the final buzzer sounded
across the Atlantic, using a lesser used ver-
sion of the star’s first name. Nicknamed the
“Greek Freak” and one of the country’s top
global ambassadors, Antetokounmpo has
reached the pinnacle of sporting success
after overcoming a poverty-stricken child-
hood familiar to tens of thousands of
migrant children growing up in Greece.

The son of Nigerian immigrants who
arrived in Athens in 1991 seeking a better
future, he was born and raised in working-
class suburbs of the Greek capital, selling
trinkets with his family to make a living. But
whereas the two-time NBA Most Valuable
Player catapulted out of obscurity, few
migrant children in Greece are as fortunate.
Onerous paperwork and tough laws make it
difficult for many migrants to get nationality
and become full members of society.

“Under normal circumstances, Giannis
would not have received Greek citizenship,”
says Vassilis Papastergiou, an advocacy offi-
cer for the Greek Council for Refugees, one
of the country’s main rights groups. “He
received honorary citizenship when he was
drafted” into the NBA by the Bucks, he said.

Greece has for decades run a tight ship
on naturalization and attitudes towards for-
eigners hardened after the European
migrant crisis of 2015, when more than

800,000 asylum seekers — mainly
Afghans, Iraqis and Syrians — landed on
Greek islands. Mitsotakis’ conservative gov-
ernment, which came to power in 2019, has
further tightened laws and bolstered border
patrols in a bid to deter fresh arrivals. In
2020, more than 9,000 children received
citizenship, down from more than 21,000 in
2018, according to the interior ministry.

Only children born in Greece to at least
one parent legally in the country for the
previous five years are entitled to citizen-
ship at birth. Otherwise, they have to com-
plete six years of secondary school, or nine
years of primary and secondary school, or
obtain a Greek university degree.

As Antetokounmpo’s parents were in
Greece illegally during his childhood, he
could only apply after completing school
and then wait several years for his applica-
tion to be examined. “A child arriving from
Nigeria today, the next Antetokounmpo,
would probably have been stopped at the
border, or have its application rejected,”
says Papastergiou.

‘Still a migrant’
Nikos-Deji Odubitan was born in Greece

to Nigerian parents. Despite growing up
here, the 40-year-old founder and manager
of Generation 2.0, a non-profit providing
legal and career counselling to migrants and
refugees, says he is “still considered a
migrant”.

Odubitan said he was “theoretically for-
tunate” to have secured successive one-
year residence permits to complete his
medical engineering degree. In contrast, his
father completed a law degree in

Thessaloniki but was never allowed to prac-
tice, because he could not get citizenship.
“When you reach adulthood you have two
options (towards legalization): study or
work. Some have been unable to find
either,” said Odubitan, who has been wait-
ing nearly four years for his citizenship
application to be processed.

‘Hypocrisy’
In September, Mitsotakis was accused

by the leftist opposition Syriza party of
“hypocrisy” when he invited
Antetokounmpo’s mother and younger

brother Alex to his office to receive Greek
citizenship. Two days earlier, a lawmaker in
the prime minister’s party sparked uproar
by re-tweeting a post claiming that the
number of children with apparently non-
Greek surnames at an Athens nursery was
“shockingly” high.

Syriza pointed out that Antetokounmpo
“could have been among” those names.
Mitsotakis was also heavily criticized in
August after he appointed as health minister
a former far-right lawyer who called for
“hellish” deterrents for migrants in Greece.
The government now has three former far-

right politicians in leading cabinet posts,
including the interior minister who oversees
naturalization procedures.

‘They don’t really care’
Jonathan, who agreed to speak to AFP

under a pseudonym, has been waiting for
two years for his Greek citizenship applica-
tion to be approved. The 23-year-old from
Benin was attacked and stabbed by three
men in Athens in July. He has now left the
capital and found work at a bar on an island.
“I don’t think they really care, it’s just for the
sake of appearances,” he says of the gov-
ernment’s invitation to the Antetokounmpo
family. Antetokounmpo makes no secret of
his Nigerian heritage — but doesn’t usually
mention it when speaking to media in
Greece. “We have always felt Greek,”
Antetokounmpo said after last month’s nat-
uralization ceremony. In 2020, when he told
Bleacher Report about how difficult it was
to grow up in “a land of whites,” it sparked
immediate backlash in Greece, with a
refugee education coordinator calling him a
“monkey”.

Antetokounmpo has donated food in his
childhood neighborhood, runs an academy
to support vulnerable youths, and recently
offered funds to Greek wildfire victims. But
Odubitan says the NBA star could do more
to shed light on the plight of second-gener-
ation migrants in Greece. “Personally, what
saddens me is that he is not aware of his
influence,” says Odubitan. “If Giannis thinks
that talking less about his origins and his
Blackness will improve his image in Greece,
he is wrong... nothing he says will make him
less Greek.” — AFP

As Greece fetes ex-migrant
NBA star, others like him suffer

Grueling paperwork complicates road to nationality

I, Kasturi Myneeswaara, Indian Passport No. 
K46526841 have decided to change the name 
as KASTURI MUNISWARA. 
 
I, DAVID KINGSTON BRITTO HAGGAI, Indian 
Passport No. T5328063 have changed name to 
KINGSTON BRITTO HAGGAI. (C 0956)  
3-10-2021 

C l a s s i f i e d s
CHANGE OF NAME

Automated enquiry about 
the Civil ID card is 

1889988

For labor-related inquiries 
 and complaints:  

Call MSALHOTLINE 128 

112

REQUIRED 

Mitsui & Co. Kuwait W.L.L.

A Leading Multinational Company 
urgently needs a  

Business Development Executive 
with the following requirements/conditions:

• Proactive salesperson by establishing and 
maintaining good relationships with the 
customers. 

• Target driven and result oriented negotiator. 
• Team player with strong leadership qualities. 
• Having experience in promotion & development 

for trading and project-type of business in the 
field of oil & gas industries and infrastructure 
sector. 

• MS Office literate with proficiency in business 
communication with capabilities of multi-tasking. 

• Fluency in Arabic would be an advantage. 
• University Graduate; preferably with a Master 

of Business Administration. 
• Aged 30 to 45 years. 
• Transferable residence permit. 
• Valid Kuwaiti driving license. 
• Company cars are available during the working 

hours. (No company car is provided outside of 
working hours including commuting means 
from home to work.)

Only eligible candidates can E-mail their CVs to : 
H.Eltouny@mitsui.com, K.Oguro@mitsui.com

Hospitals & Clinics
Sabah Hospital                  24812000 

Amiri Hospital                    22450005 

Maternity Hospital           24843100 

Mubarak Al-Kabir  

Hospital                                 25312700 

Chest Hospital                    24849400 

Farwaniya Hospital          24892010 

Adan Hospital                     23940620 

Ibn Sina Hospital              24840300 

Al-Razi Hospital                 24846000 

Physiotherapy Hospital      24874330/9 

 
 

Kaizen center                      25716707 

Rawda                                     22517733 

Adaliya                                   22517144 

Khaldiya                                24848075 

Kaifan                                     24849807 

Shamiya                                 24848913 

Shuwaikh                              24814507 

Abdullah Salem                 22549134 

Nuzha                                      22526804 

Industrial Shuwaikh       24814764 

Qadsiya                                  22515088 

                                                   Dasmah            

22532265 

Bneid Al-Gar                        22531908 

Shaab                                      22518752 

Qibla                                        22459381 

Ayoun Al-Qibla                  22451082 

Mirqab                                    22456536 

Sharq                                       22465401 

Salmiya                                  25746401

ATHENS: A file photo taken on February 19, 2017 shows an artwork by street artist Same84
depicting Milwaukee Bucks’ Greek basketball player Giannis Antetokounmpo on a basketball
court in Athens. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Lisa Baird, who was under
fire for her handling of sexual misconduct
allegations against a head coach, resigned
Friday night as commissioner of the top US
professional women’s soccer league. Baird’s
decision was announced in a statement post-
ed on the National Women’s Soccer League’s
Twitter account and comes just hours after
she said the NWSL was calling off this
weekend’s matches around the United States.
“The National Women’s Soccer League on
Friday has received and accepted Lisa
Baird’s resignation as its commissioner,” the
league said.

The decision to remove Baird was made
by the league’s board of directors, American
sports broadcaster ESPN reported. No
replacement has been announced. Baird’s
resignation comes a day after the North
Carolina Courage fired head coach Paul Riley
for what the team called “very serious allega-
tions of misconduct.” “This week, and much
of this season, has been incredibly traumatic
for our players and staff, and I take full
responsibility for the role I have played,”
Baird said earlier Friday before she resigned.
“I am so sorry for the pain so many are feel-
ing,” she added in a statement. “Recognizing
that trauma, we have decided not to take the
field this weekend to give everyone some
space to reflect.”

Baird was named NWSL commissioner in
February 2020, succeeding Amanda Duffy.
Riley’s dismissal came after The Athletic
website detailed wide-ranging sexual mis-
conduct by the 58-year-old Englishman
spanning multiple teams and leagues since
2010. Riley was the second NWSL coach to
be dismissed this week after the league ter-
minated Washington Spirit coach Richie

Burke’s contract following an investigation
into allegations of verbal and emotional
abuse. US internationals Alex Morgan and
Megan Rapinoe were among the players
who have criticized the league’s handling of
the Riley allegations.

“Bottom line: Protect your players. Do the
right thing NWSL,” Morgan tweeted. “Men,
protecting men, who are abusing women. I’ll
say it again, men, protecting men, who are
ABUSING WOMEN,” Rapinoe tweeted.
“Burn it all down. Let all their heads roll.”
According to The Athletic, players Sinead
Farrelly and Meleana “Mana” Shim had made
allegations of inappropriate behavior against
Riley. Farrelly, who played for Riley at three
different teams in different leagues, accused
him of “sexual coercion” while he was her
coach at the Philadelphia Independence.

She said she had been coerced into hav-
ing sex with Riley after going to his hotel
room following a defeat in the Women’s
Professional Soccer League final in 2011.
Riley allegedly told her “we’re taking this to
our graves.” In another incident during his
reign at the Portland Thorns, Farrelly and
Shim said Riley had forced them to kiss each
other while at his apartment. “This guy has a
pattern,” Shim told The Athletic. 

Morgan, who played under Riley at the
same time, confirmed the players’ allegations
and said she had tried to help them file a
report with the league. “The league was
informed of these allegations multiple times
and refused multiple times to investigate,”
Morgan said. “The league must accept
responsibility for a process that failed to
protect its own players from this abuse.” In a
statement to The Athletic, Riley denied
wrongdoing, describing the allegations as
“completely untrue.” —AFP

Commissioner resigns, US women’s 
soccer league calls off matches

Afghan women
footballers 
train in
Ronaldo’s land
LISBON: Forced to flee Afghanistan by
the Taleban takeover, members of the
Afghan women’s youth football team and
their families have sought refuge in
Portugal and are back training in the

Lisbon suburbs. The relief at having found
a safe haven after arriving on September
19 shows in their faces as well as joy at
being in a country whose most famous son
these days is a footballer.

“I can’t believe it. I’m so happy I can
play football again,” Omul Banin Ramzi

tells AFP after their first training session
in six months. “In Afghanistan it was so
bad. I ’m happy in Portugal because
Cristiano Ronaldo is from here,” she adds
with a broad smile as her father looks on
proudly.

Ramzi, sporting a red shirt topped off
with a black bandana round her head,
added that she would love to meet the
five-time Ballon D’Or winning, Manchester
United superstar. She and her team-mates
are being housed temporarily in hotels in
the Lisbon suburbs after finally fleeing
Afghanistan following several failed
attempts since mid-August. Their salvation
came thanks to “a joint operation between

the American and Portuguese authorities,”
the Portuguese government said. 

Ramzi and her team-mates were deter-
mined to leave because the Taleban
oppose women playing a prominent role in
public life. Since their return to power on

August 15, they have said that women can
play football but only under strict condi-
tions — namely barred from playing in
public.

‘Lot of work to do’
Nevertheless, members of the senior

squad — many of whom flew to Australia
in late August — were threatened by
hardline Islamists and others beaten by
the Taleban. The Islamists banned women
from sporting activity or even going to a
match when they last ruled Afghanistan
from 1996 to the 2001 US-led invasion
that followed the September 11, 2001 Al-
Qaeda attacks on the United States.

Since the first women’s Afghan teams
started emerging about 15 years ago,
football has grown rapidly in the country.
Khalida Popal, Denmark-based former
national captain and now manager of the
national squad, told AFP in August that
there were “around 3,000 to 4,000
women and girls who were registered in
the football federation at different levels.”
But it all disappeared overnight when
Kabul fell to the Taleban.

Ramzi and her team-mates and families
left Afghanistan with little in the way of
personal items but their lack of kit has
been resolved due to captain Farkhunda
Muhtaj. The 23-year-old travelled from
Canada with the essential items and deliv-
ered them on the eve of their training ses-
sion on Thursday. She will stayed on and
prepared for their friendly match with
Benfica’s women’s team that was sched-
uled for yesterday.

“There is still a lot of work to do,”
Muhtaj told AFP. She is due to leave
Portugal and return to Canada but hopes
that the team will be able to continue to
train on a regular basis — and of course
Ramzi hopes her dream of meeting
Ronaldo will be fulfilled. — AFP

ODIVELAS: Players of Afghanistan national women football team attend to a training session at
Odivelas, outskirts of Lisbon on Thursday. — AFP


