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Kuwait calls for holding occupation 
responsible for violations in Palestine

GENEVA: The international community should 
always be reminded to hold Zionist occupation 
forces accountable for violating international law in 
occupied Palestinian territories so they know they 
“do not have green light” for their crimes, the State 
of Kuwait said. Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim, per-
manent representative to UN and International 
Organizations in Geneva, said the Zionist occupation 
must stop “its crimes against unarmed civilians.” 

Addressing UN Human Rights Council’s session, 
due until October 8, Ghunaim said international law 
on human rights and inter-
national humanitarian law 
should be applied in occu-
pied Palestinian territories 
including in East Jerusalem. 
Some Zionist violations are 
“considered war crimes 
and crimes against humani-
ty, which necessitates con-
tinuation of deliberations 
over deterioration of 
human rights in occupied 
Arab territories within Article Seven of the UN 
HRC,” he said. The occupation authorities “continue 
their discrimination policy and ethnic cleansing, 
especially against the right of Palestinian people to 
live and their right of self-determination, ending the 
occupation and establishing the independent and 
sovereign Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as 
its capital in line with relevant UN resolution, Arab 
peace initiative and two-state solution,” said 
Ghunaim. 

“The State of Kuwait strongly condemns all vio-
lations against international law on human rights 
and international humanitarian law, which are com-
mitted by the Zionist entity, the occupying power, 
against the Palestinian people,” he said. Kuwait, he 
said, also condemned the Zionist entity’s Judaization 
of occupied Jerusalem by changing its religious and 
historic identities, as well as destroying private and 
public properties. 

These are violations of the 4th Geneva 
Convention and will undermine international efforts 

to end the occupation and 
establish the independent 
Palestinian state, said 
Ghunaim. The Zionist occu-
pation, he added, was also 
attacking Palestinians in 
Jerusalem, inside Al-Haram 
Al-Shareef and Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, and forcing evic-
tion of tens of Palestinian 
families in Salwam and 
Sheikh Jarrah neighbor-

hoods. “The State of Kuwait is warning the interna-
tional community against continuation of the violent 
campaign which is sponsored by the occupying 
power and incited by the Zionist officials with the 
support of the extremists, who are protected by the 
Zionist police,” he said. Ghunaim also condemned 
the Zionist entity’s repeated aggression on the 
Palestinians in Gaza Strip despite the ceasefire, 
killing hundreds of people and displacing thousands 
others amidst spread of coronavirus. —  KUNA
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HEBRON: An elderly Palestinian demonstrator is pushed by Zionist soldiers during a demonstration 
against Zionist land confiscation and the cutting of water supply for Palestinians villages, in the south-
ern area of the West bank town of Hebron yesterday. — AFP

NEW YORK: First Secretary of the Permanent 
Mission of the State of Kuwait to the United 
Nations said Kuwaiti women played a significant 
role in building a modern state and developing the 
society. Women have a pivotal role to play in 
development and offer invaluable contributions to 
the national efforts to combat coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic, Fahad Hejji said in an 
address to the UN Social, Humanitarian and 
Cultural Issues (Third Committee). 

The committee meeting was convened on Friday 
evening as part of the 76th UN General Assembly 
session. “We meet at a time when the world is at a 

crucial juncture of the modern history of humanity. 
After one and a half years of the health crisis have 
passed since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic 
which left more than four million people dead and 
over 200 million other patients,” Hejji noted. 

“We need to draw lessons from this crunch 
time, work together to rebuild our world and 
resume the march towards the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development,” he stressed, noting that 
collective global efforts are needed to reach “this 
noble target.” Over the past year and a half, the 
youth worldwide contributed a lot to the combat 
against the pandemic. In the State of Kuwait youth 
have been in the frontline, offering the best exam-
ple in voluntary action, he pointed out. 

The State of Kuwait attaches great importance 
to the roles of youth and women in the develop-
ment of the community away from any racial, gen-
der, religious or linguistic discriminations, he said, 
citing Article 29 of Kuwait constitution. Therefore, 
Kuwait spared no effort to empower women, 
ensure their rights, ensure their effective participa-

tion in all aspects of daily life, and enable them to 
assume leading state posts. “We celebrated last 
year the 15 anniversary of women attaining their 
political rights for candidacy and voting. More 
gains are coming year after year in the framework 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
through the passing of legislations for women 
empowerment,” the senior diplomat affirmed. 

On the professional level, he said Kuwaiti 
women enjoy full access to state jobs on equal 
footing with man, assuming posts in all government 
institutions including the diplomatic corps, the 
judiciary, police, firefighting, oil and health sectors, 
and other vital posts. Entitled to various leading 
posts, including ministerial and parliamentary 
ones, Kuwaiti women took part in the political 
decision-making over long years, he went on. Hejji 
reaffirmed Kuwait’s commitment to protection of 
human rights and cultural diversity, based on the 
relevant international treaties and resolutions, 
including the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the UN Charter. Concluding, he said it 

is inevitable for the world at such challenging times 
to work within a multi-party system with a view to 
addressing the most pressing issues. — KUNA
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NEW YORK: First Secretary of the Permanent Mission 
of the State of Kuwait to the United Nations Fahad Hejji 
makes an address to the UN Social, Humanitarian and 
Cultural Issues (Third Committee). — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber 
Al-Ali Al-Sabah highlighted the 
role of the national military 
service in fueling the spirit of 
national responsibility and alle-
giance among the Kuwaiti 
youths. “This role contributes to 
building the military personality 
capacity of the Kuwaiti youths, 
and promoting their personal 
skills and cultural identity,” he 
said. The minister made the 

comments in a statement from 
the Presidency of the General 
Staff yesterday following an 
inspection tour of the national 
military service, the military 
judiciary institution and the mil-
itary engineering facilities. 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber conveyed 
the greetings and appreciation 
of His Highness the Amir, His 
Highness the Crown Prince and 
His Highness the Prime Minister 
to the personnel of the Ministry 
of Defense. He thanked them 

for their continued dedication 
to serving the homeland and 

protecting its security and sta-
bility. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah is seen during an inspection tour 
of the national military service authority. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Ambassador 
of the Slovak Republic 
to the State of Kuwait 
Igor Hajdusek released 
the following statement 
on the occasion of the 
first anniversary of His 
Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah’s assumption 
of office: 

“On the occas ion of  the f i rs t 
anniversary of His Highness Sheikh 
Nawaf  Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber  Al-
Sabah, Amir of the State of Kuwait 
assuming power, I  wish His 
Highness everlasting good health 

and success in leading 
the country. I appreci-
ate  His  Highness  the 
Amir’s sincere efforts 
to  push forward the 
country ’s  nat ional 
development process 
and the achievements 
made so far in various 
fields. I pray to protect 
Kuwait ’s  peace and 

securi ty, and wish His  Highness 
good health and wellbeing. I recall 
with great appreciation the late 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah who contributed 
greatly to the country’s prosperity.”

Slovak ambassador congratulates 
Amir on first anniversary
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Across the Arabian desert peninsula nation, 

orderly queues of Qataris in national dress formed 
inside polling stations, mostly schools and sports 
halls. In the 17th district, a chauffeur-driven 
Mercedes-Benz and a pearl white Rolls Royce 
SUV dropped off female voters at a primary 
school. Women were a majority among the steady 
stream of those casting ballots there at lunchtime. 
“At the start of the day, I heard many people say 
they wouldn’t vote because there will  be no 
change, but we saw many people,” said voter 
Sultan Abdullah Al-Kuwari. “This is a good omen 
that there will be change.” 

The Shura will be allowed to propose legisla-
tion, approve the budget and recall ministers. But 
the amir, al l-powerful in the world’s largest 
exporter of liquefied natural gas, will wield a veto. 
In the working-class Najma suburb, candidates 
and voters paused for afternoon prayers on mats 
that had been set up inside the 10th district polling 
station which, like all others, was segregated by 
gender.  

All candidates had to be approved by the pow-
erful interior ministry and just one in 10 of the 
originally confirmed candidates were women. Most 
of Qatar’s 2.5 million residents are foreigners, ineli-
gible to vote. Candidates have to stand in electoral 
divisions linked to where their family or tribe was 
based in the 1930s, using data compiled by the 

then-British authorities. 
In Al-Khor, a fishing town north of Doha, voters 

flocked to the polls in one district which has 13 
candidates - making it one of the most competitive 
races in the country. “There are a large number of 
candidates... but for me the most important thing in 
the selection is competence,” said voter Rashid 
Abdul Latif Al-Mohannadi, 37. A member of the 
election organizing committee told AFP they 
expected turnout in the polling stations under their 
supervision “will be large”. 

Diplomatic sources suggest families and tribes 
have already conducted internal ballots to deter-
mine who will be elected for their constituencies, 
which analysts say is a consequence of not having 
political parties. “This is a national duty to vote for 
the first elected Shura,” said Abdullah Ahmed 
Saleh Al-Mahri Al-Mohannadi, a 52 year old legal 
consultant. “Voting must be for the right person... 
and not by the degree of kinship or family name.” 

Qataris number about 333,000, but only 
descendants of those who were citizens in 1930 
are eligible to vote and stand, disqualifying mem-
bers of families naturalized since then. Some mem-
bers of the sizeable Al-Murrah tribe are among 
those excluded from the electoral process, spark-
ing a fierce debate online and isolated protests. 

Qatari women are also standing in the election, 
but in far lower numbers than men, prompting 
warnings that their influence on issues that affect 
women could be limited. “It’s an extremely positive 
step that women are part of this process,” said 
Elham Fakhro, senior Gulf analyst at the 
International Crisis Group. “However, I think we do 
have to limit our expectations (of their influence)... 
as there are only 28 women running for positions - 
it really shouldn’t be surprising.” — AFP 

Qataris vote in  
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A survey by Social Weather Stations showed 60 

percent of Filipinos did not think Duterte’s run for 
the vice presidency was in the spirit of the constitu-
tion. Duterte made the surprise announcement at 
the venue where he was expected to register his 
candidacy. He did not specify when he would leave 
politics. His close aide, Senator Christopher 
Lawrence “Bong” Go, registered for the vice presi-
dency instead. 

The tough-talking leader has not yet announced 
his preferred successor, but many expect it will be 
his daughter, Sara, who has been the frontrunner in 
recent polls. “He must have realized that if both 

Dutertes are talked about as running in 2022 then 
they might stand to lose, given the last survey 
results,” University of the Philippines political sci-
ence professor Jean Franco told AFP. 

Analysts say Sara would likely protect Duterte 
from criminal charges in the Philippines, and 
International Criminal Court prosecutors probing 
his deadly drug war, which rights groups estimate 
has killed tens of thousands of people. But the may-
or of the southern city of Davao - a position held 
by her father before he became president - has 
said she would not run if Duterte sought the vice 
presidency. 

Yesterday, Sara registered to run for her third 
term as mayor, state media reported. But Franco 
said she has until November 15 to make a late entry 
into the presidential race - as her father did in 2015. 
Sara did not immediately respond to AFP’s request 
for comment. The election season kicked off Friday 
with candidates vying for thousands of posts from 
president to town councillor. — AFP 
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 Millions have left the country in recent years to 

try their luck elsewhere. 
With the bolivar losing nearly all its value, seven 

one-million bolivar notes - very hard to come by - 
were needed to pay for one loaf of bread before 
Friday’s currency update. The government issued 

new banknotes in denominations of five, 10, 20, 50, 
and 100 bolivars, as well as a one-bolivar coin, but 
has said that it wants the economy to become 
entirely digital. Analysts read this as a way to avoid 
printing money that will just continue devaluing, 
eventually requiring another readjustment. 

The biggest note in the retiring bolivar family, 
with a face value of a million, is worth barely $0.25 
— not enough to buy a piece of candy. It will 
remain in circulation in parallel with the new notes 
for a few months. “It (the bolivar) is not going to be 
worth more, it’s not going to be worth less, it’s just 
a monetary scale that we’re applying by removing 
six zeros to facilitate transactions,” — AFP 

Venezuela bolivar 
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