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 News in brief

Innovation, development at  
Kuwait’s Expo 2020 pavilion

Kuwait’s creative participation in world fair in Dubai hailed
DUBAI: Representative of HH the Prime Minister of 
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, 
Minister of Information and Minister of State for 
Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi, said on Friday 
that Kuwait’s pavilion at the Dubai Expo 2020 aims 
at showing the country’s strategic development proj-
ects and humanitarian efforts across the globe.  

Kuwait’s outstanding participation in the largest 
exhibition in the world is also meant to enhance its 
regional and international status and attract foreign 
investors, the minister told reporters after inaugu-
rating Kuwait’s pavilion at the Expo. The slogan 
“New Kuwait ... a new opportunity for sustainabili-
ty” was chosen for Kuwait’s pavilion 
because it will shed light on the coun-
try’s endeavors to achieve sustainabili-
ty and development. The pavilion offers 
several innovative ideas and showcases Kuwait’s 
history, added Mutairi. 

Kuwait Times Deputy Editor-in-Chief Abdullah 
Boftain said Kuwait’s participation in Dubai Expo 
2020, which is the largest gathering to exchange 
cultures and display the latest in science, ideas and 
modern achievements, is considered an added val-
ue and a bright chapter in Kuwait’s present and 
future record. Boftain said Kuwait’s pavilion in the 
Expo is the fruit of efforts and cooperation 
between an elite group of innovators who worked 
on the pavilion’s details to make it emerge magnifi-

cently before the world. 
He said Dubai Expo 2020 is a fantastic idea for 

Kuwaiti creative youth to be present at the largest 
exposition in various fields, be they political, eco-
nomic and cultural, and learn about the latest devel-
opments in the world. Editor-in-Chief of Kuwaitiya 
newspaper Dr Zuhair Al-Abbad said Kuwait’s par-
ticipation in this global event is a clear message that 
it is moving progressively towards a bright future. 
He said the pavilion attracted visitors and Arab and 
foreign media interest with its creative design and 
content. 

Thousands of people toured Dubai’s Expo 2020 
on the opening day on Friday, as the 
COVID-delayed world fair finally 
opened its doors one year late. Visitors 
strolled or rode electric bikes around 

the huge showground, which has been built from 
scratch at a c ost of about $7 billion on Dubai’s 
desert outskirts. 

“It is really a source of pride that Dubai is host-
ing an Expo, which means a global event,” said 
Aysha Hussein, a 20-year-old student and Emirati 
citizen. “We are all excited about the event,” she 
added, as robot information systems buzzed down 
the shaded boulevards and formation jets plumed 
colored smoke overhead. Dubai is hoping to attract 
millions of visitors in a boost to its profile and 
standing during the six-month fair. — Agencies 
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DUBAI: Performers are seen at Kuwait’s pavilion at the Dubai Expo 2020 on Friday. — KUNA

Cycling banned on causeway  
 
KUWAIT: The interior ministry Friday urged the 
public to avoid recreational activities on Jaber 
Causeway for the sake of their safety. Ministry 
Undersecretary Gen Sheikh Faisal Nawaf Al-
Sabah ordered a ban on walking and cycling, as 
well as other recreational activities, on the cause-
way. The ban aims at preserving the safety of 
people using the causeway following a rise in 
accidents on the bridge, which is equipped with 
speed and monitoring cameras. — KUNA 

COVID jab must for Calif students 
 
LOS ANGELES: COVID vaccinations will be 
compulsory for all students in California, the 
state’s governor announced Friday - a first in 
the US, where vaccine hesitancy has slowed 
efforts to end the pandemic. The plan will be 
phased in as Food and Drug Administration 
regulators grant full approval for use in younger 
age groups. — AFP 

Man swallows kilo of nails  
 
VILNIUS: Doctors in Lithuania said on Friday 
they had removed over a kilogram of nails and 
screws from the stomach of a man who started 
swallowing metallic objects after quitting alcohol. 
The man was admitted to hospital in the Baltic 
port city of Klaipeda with severe abdominal pain. 
An X-ray of his stomach showed up pieces of 
metal - some measuring up to 10 cm. — AFP  

DOHA: Qataris cast their ballots at a polling station yesterday, during the coun-
try’s first ever legislative vote. — AFP 

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte speaks 
to the media in Pasay City yesterday. — AFP 

DOHA: Qatar wrapped up its first 
legislative election yesterday with 
reports of a solid turnout. The vote 
was for 30 members of the 45-strong 
Shura Council, a body with limited 
powers that was previously appointed 
by the amir as an advisory chamber. 
More than a third of the 101 candi-
dates dropped out of the race by yes-
terday afternoon, state television 
reported, apparently to support rival 
candidates. 

“Where candidates realized that 
they have no shot to win a seat, they 
decided to endorse other candi-
dates,” said King’s College London 
associate professor Andreas Krieg. 
After the withdrawals, there were 
183 candidates in contention for the 
30 elected seats. The remaining 15 
wil l  be appointed by the amir, 
although it is not known when they 
wil l  be announced, or when the 
council will meet. 

Average turnout was 44.3 percent 
in the 29 constituencies that had more 
than one candidate, state television 
reported, significantly higher than at 
2019’s municipal elections at which 
fewer than one in 10 of those eligible 
turned out.  
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Qataris vote in  
first legislative  
election

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte 
said yesterday he will not run for vice president in 
2022 and will retire from politics, potentially paving 
the way for his daughter to contest the country’s 
highest office. Duterte, who polls show remains 
almost as popular as when he was swept to victory 
in 2016 on a promise to rid the country of drugs, is 
constitutionally barred from seeking a second term 
as leader. 

“The overwhelming... sentiment of the Filipinos is 
that I am not qualified and it would be a violation of 
the constitution to circumvent the law, the spirit of 
the constitution” to run for the vice presidency, 
Duterte, 76, said. “Today I announce my retirement 
from politics.” 

The authoritarian firebrand declared in August 
he would contest the country’s second-highest 
office in the May election - a move critics said was 
a smokescreen and motivated by fear that he could 
face criminal charges after leaving office. But a 
recent poll by PulseAsia Research showed Duterte 
well back in second place among preferred vice 
presidents. 
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Duterte to retire  
from politics

CARACAS: The official exchange rate of 
Venezuela’s bolivar went from 4.18 million to the US 
dollar overnight to just 4.18 as the impoverished 
country slashed six zeroes off its inflation-battered 
currency Friday to simplify transactions. It is the 
third banknote reform in 13 years, with a staggering 
14 zeroes shed since 2008 - giving Venezuela the 
dubious distinction of becoming the South 
American country to have lopped the most zeroes 

off its currency. 
“Everything expressed in national currency shall 

be divided by a million,” the central bank 
announced. Housekeeper Josefina Galindo said that 
she “went shopping without problems this morning. 
The new prices were displayed above the old ones. 
And there was always the price in dollars.” “The 
price (in dollars) has not changed,” added the 52-
year-old, who was shopping in the upscale Caracas 
district of Chacao but said she had still paid in old 
prices using the old bolivars when she took the bus 
from her working-class neighborhood of Coche. 

The electronic platform of the public Banco de 
Venezuela, which has 14 million clients, was also 
down by mid-afternoon, with those trying to make 

Internet transactions encountering a message apol-
ogizing for the inconvenience. Venezuela, the once-
rich oil producer, is battling its eighth year of reces-
sion and hyperinflation that reached nearly 3,000 
percent in 2020 and more than 9,500 percent the 
year before, according to central bank figures. 

Economic consultancy Ecoanalitica expects the 
2021 figure to come in at around 1,600. In May, the 
government tripled the minimum monthly wage but 
the new amount was not enough even to buy a kilo-
gram of meat. Three in four Venezuelans today live 
in extreme poverty, according to a recent study, 
with the economic crisis made worse by US sanc-
tions and the coronavirus pandemic. 
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Boy missing in Abdullah Al-Salem 
 

KUWAIT: The inte-
rior ministry yester-
day announced a 
boy from Abdullah 
Al-Salem area is 
missing, urging any-
one who locates the 
child to call the 
emergency hotline 
number 112.


