
MANCHESTER: Ole Gunnar Solskjaer admit-
ted Manchester United “got lucky” after Cris-
tiano Ronaldo marked his record-breaking 178th
Champions League appearance with a 95th-
minute winner to beat Villarreal 2-1 at Old Traf-
ford on Wednesday. The five-time Ballon d’Or
winner had barely threatened until he fired past
Geronimo Rulli for his fifth goal in as many
games since returning to United.

Solskjaer’s men were staring down the barrel
of another embarrassing group stage exit from
the Champions League after deservedly falling
behind early in the second half to Paco Alcacer’s
smart finish. Alex Telles’ stunning strike quickly
levelled, but they looked set to drop more points
in Group F until Ronaldo’s late intervention. 

Despite the result, there was little in the per-
formance to quell the growing questions as to
whether Solskjaer is the man to get the best out
of a squad of supremely talented individuals that
are yet to click as a collective. “That’s what hap-
pens at Old Trafford, we had to throw caution to
the wind and got lucky in the end,” said Solsk-
jaer. “When you’ve got Cristiano on the pitch
there is always a chance.”

Ronaldo’s late show beat Solskjaer’s famous
strike to win the Champions League in 1999 as
United’s latest winning goal in the competition.
However, for most of the 95 minutes Villarreal
were the better side and were left to rue not tak-

ing their chances as they sit bottom of the group
on one point from two games. “We’re annoyed.
The game was basically over, we just needed to
see it out and we didn’t,” said Villarreal defender
Pau Torres. “We were impeccable before that.
We took the lead, were creating chance and
were better than Man United at Old Trafford.”

United were without three of their first-
choice back four with Harry Maguire and Luke
Shaw sidelined by injury, while Aaron Wan-Bis-
saka was suspended after being sent off in the
2-1 defeat to Young Boys on matchday one. A
makeshift defense looked as such in the first half
as Villarreal wasted a host of chances to inflict
more misery on the Red Devils after beating
them in May to win the Europa League.

De Gea was the fall guy in the Europa League
final as he was the only player of the 22 on both
sides to fail to score in a marathon penalty
shootout. However, he has started the season in
supreme form and made brilliant saves from Ar-
naut Danjuma and Alcacer to keep the game
scoreless at half-time.

United fall behind 
United did not heed their warnings as eight

minutes into the second period another promis-
ing break from Danjuma finally got the finish it
deserved as Alcacer prodded through the legs
of De Gea at the near post. Telles was at fault for

the opening goal as he played Danjuma onside.
But the Brazilian quickly made amends in spec-
tacular fashion as he volleyed home Fernandes’
free-kick from outside the area for his first
United goal.

Solskjaer had named an extremely offensive
line-up with Ronaldo flanked by Jadon Sancho

and Mason Greenwood, and Paul Pogba along-
side Fernandes in midfield. But it was another
night to forget Sancho since his £73 million
move from Borussia Dortmund in July. The Eng-
land winger was easily kept in check by Juan
Foyth before being replaced 15 minutes from
time by Edinson Cavani. — AFP 

Ronaldo rescues ‘lucky’ Man Utd 
from more Villarreal misery

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Portuguese striker Cristiano Ronaldo (center) celebrates with Manchester
United’s Swedish defender Victor Lindelof at the final whistle in the UEFA Champions League at Old Trafford sta-
dium on Wednesday. — AFP 
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Chiesa strikes to 
give Juve huge win 
over holders Chelsea
TURIN: Federico Chiesa proved to be a big game player once
again with the only goal in Juventus’ 1-0 Champions League win
over holders Chelsea which could kick-start their faltering season.
Sat 10th in Serie A after a succession of unconvincing perform-
ances domestically, Juve top Group H with a perfect six points
thanks to a superbly taken winner 10 seconds after half-time from
Chiesa, one of Italy’s stars at Euro 2020.

Massimiliano Allegri’s side took down the European cham-
pions, despite missing starting forwards Paulo Dybala and Al-
varo Morata, with a disciplined performance that sucked the life
out of the Blues and restricted them to very little in front of goal.
“We showed the Juventus spirit tonight, and that’s what the
coach asks of us,” Chiesa, who has been criticized by Allegri
this season, told Amazon.

“There has never been any problem between me and the coach,
I do what he asks of me. When Juve start off poorly there is always
a lot of unnecessary noise: we all want to take the club back to the
top.” Juve are three points clear of both Chelsea and Zenit, who
they play in Saint Petersburg in three weeks. “The players put in a
great performance against the European champions. We were solid
defensively and conceded very few chances. (Wojciech) Szczesny
barely had a save to make,” said Allegri to Amazon.

“We also missed some really good chances on the counter but
I’m happy. We haven’t conceded a goal, we have six points, it’s
another step towards qualifying.” Chelsea dominated the ball in
the early stages but it was the home side who had the first real
chances of the game, both of which came after pouncing on
sloppy passes in midfield.

Chelsea held at bay
Adrien Rabiot was barracked by the home crowd in the 16th

minute when after sprinting away on a break with almost the en-
tire Chelsea team still upfield, he elected to play a pass to Federico
Bernardeschi which was completely mishit and rolled to Edouard
Mendy. Four minutes later it was Chiesa’s turn to show the Blues
a clean pair of heels after pinching the ball, only for his low shot
from a tight angle to drift just wide.

Juve’s gameplan of sitting in and stopping Chelsea from getting
a passing rhythm going worked but they initially lacked a focal
point and too often let off the hook a Chelsea team missing the
dynamism of N’Golo Kante and Mason Mount. However they got
the goal they deserved immediately after the break through
Chiesa, who has had an uncertain start to the season but confi-
dently met Bernardeschi’s through ball to lash home the opener
at the near post. — AFP 

TURIN: Juventus’ Italian forward Federico Chiesa (second left) shoots past
Chelsea’s Senegalese goalkeeper Edouard Mendy to open the scoring dur-
ing the UEFA Champions League match at the Juventus stadium. —AFP  

‘Anything is possible’ 
for Man Utd as Ronaldo 
papers over the cracks
MANCHESTER: Cristiano Ronaldo’s record 178th Cham-
pions League game had been one of his quietest for 94
minutes until the ball broke kindly for him to break Villar-
real hearts at Old Trafford on Wednesday. Manchester
United’s returning hero rode to the rescue just in time to
salvage a 2-1 win from another performance which cast
more doubt over where the Red Devils are headed under
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer.

The Norwegian badly needed three points after a run
of three defeats in four games and got it with seconds to
spare. However, Solskjaer conceded United had “got
lucky” and were “saved” by goalkeeper David de Gea as
Villarreal enjoyed the overwhelming majority of the
chances. The difference between the sides was in who was
on the end of those opportunities.

De Gea denied Arnaut Danjuma, Paco Alcacer, Moi
Gomez and Boulaye Dia either side of Alcacer’s deserved
opener for the visitors on 53 minutes. Alex Telles’ spectac-
ular strike from distance quickly restored parity, but it was
not for another half an hour that the all-time top goalscorer
in the Champions League took center stage. “Cristiano
Ronaldo only got one chance and, well, he’s Cristiano
Ronaldo,” said Villarreal defender Juan Foyth, who had
kept United’s most expensive summer signing Jadon San-
cho quiet all night.— AFP 


