
Britney Spears’ father 
removed as her guardian
Britney Spears’ father was removed from his controver-

sial role as his daughter’s guardian on Wednesday by a
Los Angeles judge, ending a long and bitter legal battle

by the pop princess. Jamie Spears was suspended with
immediate effect and replaced with a temporary conservator
“in the best interests” of the singer, said Judge Brenda Penny,
calling the present arrangement “untenable.” “Mr Spears is
ordered to turn over all the conservatorship assets,” said
Penny. Spears’ father has controlled her life for the past 13
years, under a legal arrangement the 39-year-old US singer
has slammed as “abusive.”

Wednesday’s move came after a years-long campaign that
played out in public, and after the emergence in the last week
of two new powerful documentaries featuring allegations that
Jamie Spears had bugged his daughter’s phone calls. Spears’
lawyer Mathew Rosengart described her father as a “cruel, tox-
ic and abusive man.” “Britney deserves to wake up tomorrow
without her father as her conservator,” Rosengart said. “It is
what my client wants, it is what my client needs, it is what my
client deserves.” Dozens of supporters gathered outside the
courtroom cheered and wept as news of the ruling emerged.
Spears’ fiance Sam Asghari took to Instagram to post “FREE
BRITNEY! CONGRATULATIONS!!!!!!!!!” along with a photo of
what appeared to be him handing the singer a rose. In their
motion filed this week, Spears’ lawyers said: “Every day that
goes by with him as conservator-every day and every hour-is
one in which he causes his daughter anguish and pain.”

‘Kafka-esque nightmare’ 
Those claims were seemingly bolstered by a New York

Times documentary released Friday that alleged Jamie Spears
had surveillance devices secretly installed in his daughter’s
bedroom to record her conversations. “It really reminded me of
somebody that was in prison,” a former security firm employee
told the “Controlling Britney Spears” filmmakers. The pop star’s
lawyers said the Times’ allegations about her father showed
“horrifying and unconscionable invasions of his adult daugh-
ter’s privacy.”

Jamie Spears denies any illegal surveillance took place.
Another new documentary-Netflix’s “Britney vs Spears,”
released on Tuesday-claims the singer twice tried to hire her
own lawyer in the early years of the conservatorship, but was
denied. In July, Spears was finally successful in appointing her
own lawyer-Rosengart-and last month, her father filed a peti-
tion for the conservatorship to be ended. The judge appointed
accountant John Zabel as a temporary conservator of Spears’
estate, in an arrangement she said can last until the end of the
year.—AFP

James Bond fans in Britain flocked to cinemas yesterday
as the new 007 film finally hit big screens, 18 months lat-
er than planned but to a host of positive reviews. Cinema

chains have been selling tickets for weeks to “No Time To
Die”, the latest superspy blockbuster which premiered in
London Tuesday night and has since earned widespread criti-
cal acclaim. It is set to give chains around the UK their biggest
opening since 2019, with Vue cinemas selling more than
270,000 tickets and Odeon over 175,000 in advance. The film,
originally set for release early last year but repeatedly post-
poned due to the pandemic, is Daniel Craig’s fifth and final
outing in the role of the sauve secret agent.

“It’s better than good. It’s magnificent,” The Times newspa-
per’s film critic Kevin Maher gushed, giving it a maximum five
stars. “Craig is a towering charismatic presence from opening

frame to closing shot, and he bows out in terrific, soulful,
style.” Peter Bradshaw, of The Guardian, also lavished five
stars on the film, arguing its duration of nearly three hours-
unusually long for the franchise-is justified. “Craig’s final film
as the diva of British intelligence is an epic barnstormer,” he
wrote. “You can see the pleasure everyone takes in this gigan-
tic piece of ridiculously watchable entertainment which feels
like half its actual running time.” However, the praise was not
universal and others disagreed about its length of two hours
and 43 minutes. John Nugent, writing in Empire magazine,
criticized the middle of the movie for getting “bogged down by
plotting” and that it “doesn’t justify that heaving runtime”.

‘Enduring popularity’ 
Impatient movie-goers, who have been waiting since

2015’s “Spectre” for the 25th installment in the 007 franchise,
were able to watch the new film from as early as 8:00 am
(0700 GMT) yesterday. Cineworld, which closed the doors to
its 127 UK cinemas when the film was last year delayed again
until 2021, said it had sold out a number of upcoming screen-
ings. Meanwhile Odeon noted around 40 percent of tickets
were going to patrons who are returning to the cinema for the
first time since they re-opened following pandemic closures.
More than a third of its tickets sold to the film have been to
customers aged over 46, it added.

“The film has seen the strongest level of demand from an
older audience for over 18 months, showing the enduring pop-
ularity of everyone’s favorite spy,” an Odeon statement said.
“No Time To Die” is part of a backlog of major productions held
back by distributors during the pandemic, hitting cinemas
hard, and forcing some new films to be streamed. It is hoped
the movie will kickstart new releases alongside a sustained
return of audiences. At Tuesday’s star-studded premiere at
London’s historic Royal Albert Hall, Craig said he was
“relieved” the film had finally arrived on the big-screen. “We
make Bond movies for the cinema,” he told Sky News from
the red carpet. — AFP
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People arrive to attend the World Premiere of the James Bond 007 film “No Time to Die” at the Royal Albert Hall in west London. — AFP 

English actor Daniel Craig walks on the red carpet after arriving to
attend the World Premiere of the James Bond 007 film ‘No Time to
Die’ at the Royal Albert Hall in west London.

Fans of Britney Spears protest in front of the Stanley Mosk
Courthouse during Britney’s hearing to end her father’s controversial
guardianship, in Los Angeles, California. — AFP 


