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Rock and roar:
Japan region’s 
riff warns of
bear attacks
Can rock and roll keep people safe from

bear attacks? One Japanese region is
hoping so, and has commissioned a

cautionary anthem warning residents about
the threat of its ursine inhabitants. Bears are
common across Japan and regularly spark
frantic hunts when they venture into towns,
where they have attacked and even killed
residents.

A spike in the number of bear sightings in
rural northern Japan has been met with a
novel response: the Iwate prefecture govern-
ment has commissioned a rock song that will
be belted out across the region. “So you
think bear cubs are cute?” the song lyrics
begin, as screaming guitars and pounding
drums play in the background. “Discard that
naive way of thinking! Nearby that cub is a
parent bear, and it’ll suddenly attack you!
Roar, roar, roar, roar, roar, roar-it’ll suddenly
attack you!” The track was written and per-
formed by a pair of local sexagenarian rock-
ers and offers sobering advice such as “nev-
er turn your back and run away”, and “trying
to play dead doesn’t work”.

Singer Yuuzen Taguchi, 69, said such
advice served him well on the one occasion
he encountered a bear near a field. “It’s very
frightening when one just appears before
you,” he told AFP. “You want to run away, but
my grandparents told me years ago that if
you ever encounter a bear, don’t turn around
and just back away slowly,” he added. “I was
taught that rural knowledge that comes from
co-existing with bears when I was a kid.”
There were more than 3,300 bear sightings
in Iwate prefecture last year, up from just 700
in 2017.

Authorities hope the song, which is playing
at local roadside shopping centers until
October 31, will teach people how to stay
safe. Songwriter Kaoru Toudou, 61, said he
originally wrote it as a blues number. But
Taguchi, who has played in bands for the past
50 years, gave it an uptempo rock twist when
he added his howling vocals. “It’s said that
bears are timid creatures, so I think if one
heard the song playing outside, it would run
away,” Toudou said. “That’s the power of rock
and roll.”— AFP 

ADanish museum loaned an artist
534,000 kroner ($84,000) in cash to
recreate old artworks of his using the

banknotes, but he ended up pocketing the
money and sending blank canvasses with a
new title: “Take the Money and Run”. Jens
Haaning, a Danish artist, was commissioned
by the Kunsten Museum in the western city of
Aalborg to reproduce two works using the
cash-Danish kroner and euros-to represent
the annual salary in Denmark and Austria.
But the museum’s director Lasse Andersson
told AFP that “two days before the opening of
the exhibition we got an email from Jens
telling us he won’t be showing the works we
agreed on”.

The artist was true to his word, sending
two blank canvasses. Andersson said he
laughed out loud and decided to show the
works anyway in the museum’s modern art
exhibition that opened on September 24. He
said they have a “humoristic approach” and
were “a reflection on how we value work”.
Haaning, 56, defended keeping the money,
saying “the artwork is essentially about the
working conditions of artists”. “It is a state-
ment saying that we also have the responsi-
bility of questioning the structures that we are
part of. And if these structures are completely
unreasonable, we must break with them,” he
said in a press release. While the museum’s

director has seen the funny side so far, he
indicated that would only last until the end of
the exhibition. “If the money is not returned on
January 16 as agreed, we will take the neces-
sary steps to ensure that Jens Haaning com-
plies with his contract,” Andersson said. For
his original commission, Haaning received
10,000 kroner ($1,500), plus an exhibition
bonus. — AFP

A woman stands at the Malecon’s coast in Havana. — AFP photos Young people play at Havana’s Prado.

A woman stands in front of an empty frame
hung up at the Kunsten Museum in Aalborg,
Denmark. — AFP 

Beaches and pools in the Cuban capital
Havana, as well as the famed Malecon
seafront promenade, were reopened on

Wednesday, officials announced, after being
shut for nine months due to the coronavirus
pandemic. A formal notice in state media, citing
Havana governor Reynaldo Garcia Zapata,
said beaches and pools would be open at half-
capacity for now, and that all virus prevention
measures needed to be respected. “In pools
and in beach areas, wearing a mask is manda-

tory, except when swimming,” the announce-
ment said. Exercise in public places is also
once again allowed.

The Malecon is a popular meeting spot for
capital residents, who go there to jog, fish or
just sit and chat with friends-all banned since
January due to the pandemic. Last week,
restaurants, bars and other public places
reopened in eight of Cuba’s 15 provinces with
limited capacity-a relief for Cubans after nine
months of closures. Officials said Cuba’s bor-

ders will be reopened to international tourists
from November 15, and schools will gradually
open their doors in October and November.

According to state media, the reopening
was made possible “given the sustained
decrease in the number of confirmed cases
over the last eight months and the progress in
the vaccination campaign.” That is especially
true in Havana, where more than 70 percent of
the population is now vaccinated, according to
official data.

Cuba has so far tallied more than 870,000
cases of COVID-19 and nearly 7,400 deaths.
The daily case total has steadily decreased. By
using three locally-developed vaccines, none
of which are approved by the World Health
Organization, the Caribbean island country
now has inoculated more than 45 percent of its
population of 11.2 million. The nation hopes to
pass the 90 percent threshold by November.


