
ESCALLES: “The moment they are in the
boats at sea, they’ve won,” says a French po-
liceman as he looks out across a windswept de-
parture point for migrants heading across the
Channel to Britain. Day and night, military po-
lice officers like Maxence, a bearded deputy
commander in the Gendarmerie, head out to the
dunes and sandy beaches near the northern
port of Calais in search of boats. With the aid
of thermal-imaging binoculars, he and a col-
league surprised a group of around 80 people
a few nights ago as they took delivery of two
semi-rigid inflatable dinghies and outboard en-
gines in a forested sea-side spot.

“We were about 200 meters from them when
we heard doors slam, and we thought it was the
logistics arriving,” he said. “We came out with all
our lights and alarms blaring, as well as tear gas
just in case we were attacked.” At first sight of
the police flashlights, the migrants scattered in
all directions and the people-smugglers sped off
in their vehicle, having lost their kit but not their
freedom. Maxence, who is not authorized to give
his full name, says the daily game of cat-and-
mouse is wearing-night shifts often mean trudg-
ing for 10-12 kilometers in soft sand in the dark.

But despite his efforts, across in Britain, frus-
tration is growing that French security forces
are not doing more. A total of 15,400 people at-

tempted to cross the Channel in the first eight
months of this year, a rise of 50 percent from
the figure for the whole of 2020, according to
French coast guard statistics. At the end of Au-
gust, more people crossed in a single day (828)
than in the whole of 2018 (600) when migrant
sea crossings took off.

Blackmail? 
In early September, a meeting in London to

discuss the issue between British Home Secre-
tary Priti Patel and her French counterpart Ger-
ald Darmanin saw ties between London and
Paris sour further, after years of tension over
Brexit. Following an agreement in July for Britain
to finance border security in France to the tune
of 62.7 million euros ($73.8 million), Patel report-
edly wanted to tie the funds to a reduction in the
number of crossings.

The hardliner, who has explored the idea of
building floating barriers in the Channel, was
also reported to have sanctioned the use of
“pushback” tactics to turn back the small boats
towards French waters. A day after the meeting,
Darmanin took to Twitter to say that France
would “not accept any practice that breaks mar-
itime law, nor any financial blackmail”. French se-
curity forces are adamant that they cannot
intercept boats because attempting to do so

could cause them to capsize.
Despite the stormy diplomatic relations, signs

of cooperation between the two neighbors were
evident on a recent patrol along the coast near
Calais, with the cliffs of Britain clearly visible,

just over 30 kilometers away. Even before the
latest agreement in July, successive British gov-
ernments have spent hundreds of millions of
euros over the past decade on border security
around Calais.  — AFP
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Small boats and big tensions 
between France and Britain

15,400 attempt to cross the Channel in the first 8 months

GRAVELINES: Migrants, including families, embark on the beach of Gravelines, as a ferry of the Danish shipping
company DFDS sails in the Channel (Manche), near Dunkirk, northern France. — AFP 

Erdogan, Putin discuss 
warplanes, submarines 
ANKARA: Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan dis-
cussed deepening defense industry cooperation with Rus-
sia during talks with his counterpart Vladimir Putin this
week, the Turkish leader was quoted as saying yesterday.
Erdogan and Putin held their first face-to-face talks in 18
months in the Black Sea resort of Sochi on Wednesday,
with the Syrian conflict high on their agenda. “We had the
opportunity to discuss what steps we could take on plane
motors, warplanes,” the Turkish leader told journalists on
his return to Turkey. “Another area where we can take sev-
eral steps together is on building boats. We will God willing
take joint steps even on submarines,” he added, NTV
broadcaster reported.

The two men even spoke about Turkey-Russia cooper-
ation in space, Erdogan said. His comments will raise eye-
brows in the West and especially in the United States, after
Washington slapped sanctions on Turkey last year over its
multi-billion-dollar purchase of the Russian-made S-400
air defense system. The US also expelled Turkey from the
F-35 program under which Western allies produce the
next-generation fighter jet’s parts and secure its early pur-
chasing rights.

Ankara was expecting as many as 100 of the stealth
fighter jets, and multiple Turkish suppliers were involved in
the construction. Erdogan reaffirmed Turkey’s commitment
to the S-400, vowing Ankara “would not take a step back”
from the purchase, but called on the US to either give the

planes Turkey ordered or return its $1.4 billion payment.
Relations between Turkey and the US are strained, and Er-
dogan admitted last week that his personal ties with US
President Joe Biden had “not gotten off to a good start”.
But Biden and Erdogan are expected to meet at a G20
summit in Rome next month.

Syria tensions 
Erdogan also said he proposed that Turkey and Russia

could work together on building two more nuclear power
plants, on which the Russian side agreed to cooperate.
Turkey’s first nuclear power plant is under construction by
Russia’s Rosatom state nuclear energy firm in the country’s
south coast and it is expected to be online for Turkey’s cen-
tenary as a post-Ottoman republic in 2023.

Despite Erdogan’s warm words, the relationship between
Turkey and Russia is complex, with the two countries on op-
posing sides in conflicts such as Libya and Syria. Erdogan
offered only vague comments on the two men’s talks about
northwestern Syria where regime troops and Moscow have
increased airstrikes in recent weeks. Last year Turkey and
Russia agreed a ceasefire deal for Idlib, the last major jihadist
and rebel stronghold in northwest Syria. “We focused on the
need to take steps together on the issue,” Erdogan said, and
finding a “permanent, final and sustainable solution” for Idlib.

Russia stressed the need to “implement” the agreement,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters Thursday,
“in terms of ousting terrorist elements from Idlib”. But Peskov
would not elaborate on whether that meant Russian forces
would continue airstrikes and if Turkish forces had to with-
draw. A UK-based war monitor said at least 11 fighters from
a pro-Turkish rebel group were killed Sunday in Russian air
raids outside the northern Syrian town of Afrin.— AFP

Russia detains head 
of cybercrime group 
on treason charges
MOSCOW: Russia on Wednesday detained the head of one of the
country’s leading cybersecurity firms on charges of treason, in a move
that targets a company collaborating with the West on stemming cy-
berattacks. The arrest comes after US President Joe Biden earlier this
year raised concerns with Russian President Vladimir Putin that
Moscow is allowing cybercrime directed at Western countries to
flourish in the country.

Founded in 2003, the Group-IB group specializes in the detection
and prevention of cyberattacks and works with Interpol and several
other global institutions. Moscow’s Lefortovsky district court ordered
the group’s 35-year-old co-founder and CEO, Ilya Sachkov, to be held
in pre-trial custody for two months on treason charges, the court’s
press service said. It did not provide details of the charges. Treason
cases in Russia are typically classified, and the charges carry sen-
tences of 12 to 20 years behind bars.

Group-IB said Wednesday that its Moscow headquarters had been
searched the previous morning. “Top management and legal services are
working to clarify the situation,” the group said in a statement. In a sep-
arate statement it said its “employees are confident in their manager’s
innocence and honest business reputation”. A source in Russia’s security
services told the state-run TASS news agency that Sachkov denies col-
laborating with “intelligence agencies of foreign states”.— AFP


