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SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un condemned a US offer
of dialogue as a “petty trick”, state media reported yesterday, and
accused the Joe Biden administration of continuing a hostile policy
against his nuclear-armed country. Talks between Pyongyang and
Washington have been effectively at a standstill since the collapse
of a 2019 Hanoi summit between Kim and then-president Donald
Trump over sanctions relief and what North Korea would be willing
to give up in return.

Under Biden, the United States has repeatedly offered to meet
North Korean representatives anywhere, at any time, without pre-
conditions, while saying it will seek denuclearisation. But Kim con-
demned the declarations as “no more than a petty trick for
deceiving the international community and hiding its hostile acts”,
the official KCNA news agency reported. The new administration
was pursuing “military threats” and a “hostile policy” unchanged
from the past, “but employs more cunning ways and methods in
doing so”, he said in a lengthy address to the Supreme People’s As-
sembly (SPA), North Korea’s rubber-stamp parliament.

Pyongyang has been largely biding its time in recent months as
it assessed the Biden government and focused on domestic issues.
It has been behind a rigid self-imposed blockade since early last
year to protect itself from the coronavirus pandemic, with the econ-
omy suffering as a result and trade with key partner China dwin-
dling to a trickle. But Kim’s speech was the latest in a series of
actions with international ramifications this month.

This week, North Korea tested what it said was a hypersonic
gliding missile, and earlier this month announced it had successfully
fired a long-range cruise missile, after holding a scaled-down mil-
itary parade. Pyongyang’s nuclear weapons and ballistic missile
programs are banned under UN Security Council resolutions, and
it is subject to multiple international sanctions as a result. The
United States condemned this week’s launch, but in response to

Kim’s comments said it “harbors no hostile intent toward the
DPRK”-the acronym for the North’s official name.

“We are prepared to meet with the DPRK without precondi-
tions,” a State Department spokesperson said in a statement, reit-
erating the offer. “We hope the DPRK will respond positively to our
outreach.” The UN Security Council will hold an emergency meeting
on North Korea, at the request of the United States, France and the
United Kingdom, diplomatic sources told AFP Wednesday. North
Korea has not shown any willingness to give up its arsenal, which it
says it needs to defend itself against a US invasion. Kim’s speech in-
dicated Pyongyang would keep improving its capabilities unless
Washington changed course, said Hong Min, a senior researcher at
the Korea Institute for National Unification in Seoul. “It has come
to a judgment that it has no choice but to get ready for a long-haul
approach with the US, meaning it will continue developing strategic
weapons while keeping a stable peace mode with the South.”

‘Double-dealing attitude’ 
Washington and Seoul are security allies, and the United States

stations around 28,500 troops in the South to protect it from its
neighbor. Last month, the two held joint military drills that always
infuriate Pyongyang. The North has repeatedly excoriated the
South and its President Moon Jae-in since the collapse of the Hanoi
summit, and blown up a liaison office on its side of the border that
Seoul had built.

At the UN General Assembly this month, Moon reiterated his
call for a formal declaration of the end of the Korean War, where
hostilities ceased in 1953 with a ceasefire rather than a peace
treaty. But Kim said the South was “in servitude to the US”, and
that an end-of-war declaration could only come with “mutual re-
spect” and an end to the “unfair and double-dealing attitude and
hostile viewpoint”.

Nonetheless, he expressed a willingness to restore North-South
communication lines in early October. Seoul is also spending billions
on military development as both Koreas build up their weapons ca-
pabilities in what could become an arms race on the peninsula, with
ramifications for neighboring Japan, China and the wider region.
This month, South Korea successfully test-fired a submarine-
launched ballistic missile (SLBM) for the first time, making it one of
a handful of nations with the advanced technology. This week, it
held a ceremony to launch its third submarine capable of carrying
SLBMs. —AFP

North Korea’s Kim calls US 
offer of talks a ‘petty trick’

Biden administration accused of continuing a hostile policy

Kim Yo Jong: North 
Korea leader’s newly 
promoted sister
SEOUL: Sister, adviser, and now top official:
The latest promotion of Kim Yo Jong, sibling
to North Korea’s leader, solidifies her position
in Pyongyang’s circles of power, analysts say.
She has long been among Kim Jong Un’s clos-
est lieutenants and one of the most influential
women in the isolated regime, and yesterday
it was made official when state media an-
nounced she had been named to the State Af-
fairs Commission (SAC), the country’s top
government body.

It is a major step up from her relatively junior
position as a vice department director in the rul-
ing party, and is likely to heighten speculation
that she could be a long-shot candidate to suc-
ceed her brother - whose health is a regular
topic of rumor - in the event of his demise. Such
a transition would give the socially conservative
North its first female leader, but analysts caution
it would defy convention. “Kim Jong Un has
raised Kim Yo Jong’s status,” said Shin Beom-
chul, a researcher at the Korea Research Insti-

tute for National Strategy.
Born in 1988, according to Seoul’s Ministry of

Unification, Yo Jong is one of three children born
to Kim’s predecessor Kim Jong Il and his third
known partner, former dancer Ko Yong Hui. She
was educated in Switzerland alongside her
brother and rose rapidly up the ranks once he
inherited power after their father’s death in 2011.

Her existence was barely known to the wider
world until his funeral, when she was seen on
state television standing right behind Kim Jong
Un, looking tearful and ashen-faced. In contrast
an inscrutable smile played on her lips when she
rode down an escalator at Incheon airport as her
brother’s envoy to the 2018 Winter Olympics,
becoming the first member of the North’s ruling
dynasty to set foot in the South since the Korean
War. Every detail of her visit was closely
watched, from the clothes she wore to the bag
she was carrying and even her handwriting.

In keeping with the secrecy shrouding North
Korea’s leaders, it is not known whether she is
married. More recently she has often been seen
at her brother’s side, including at his summits with
the South’s leader Moon Jae-in and then US pres-
ident Donald Trump: On their 60-hour train jour-
ney to Hanoi for a meeting which then collapsed,
she was seen bringing Kim an ashtray when he
stepped off for a cigarette break. —AFP

N Korea’s ‘hypersonic’ 
missile: What we know
SEOUL: North Korea this week tested what state media
called a hypersonic gliding missile, sophisticated
weaponry that would be the nuclear-armed nation’s lat-
est technological advance and could factor into the
strategic balance. Here are some questions and answers
on the technology and North Korea’s capabilities:

What is a hypersonic missile?
Hypersonics are defined as being able to travel at

velocities of at least five times the speed of sound —
Mach 5, or more than 6,100 kilometers per hour. As
well as their sheer speed, they can manoeuvre in mid-
flight, making them much harder to track and intercept
than traditional projectiles. By cutting flight times, they
also reduce the opportunity to respond. Depending
on the design, they can be capable of carrying nuclear
warheads or conventional only, and have the potential
to alter the strategic balance.

Who has them? 
Russia is generally seen as the world leader in the

technology so far, developing a range of new hyper-
sonic weapons that President Vladimir Putin has
dubbed “invincible”. In July it successfully tested the

Zircon, a ship-launched hypersonic missile travelling
at seven times the speed of sound. It already has Avan-
gard hypersonic glide vehicles and the air-launched
Kinzhal (Dagger) missiles in its arsenal. Russian offi-
cials say the Avangard has reached a staggering
33,000 kilometers per hour during tests. Others are
looking to catch up: Washington is spending billions
on several research programs and said this week it had
successfully tested an air-launched hypersonic missile
built by Raytheon that reached a speed “greater than
Mach 5”. China has also tested hypersonic glide ve-
hicles, according to the US Congressional Research
Service, which says both Russian and Chinese hyper-
sonic systems are designed to be nuclear-armed.

What does N Korea have? 
Details on the North Korean missile - the Hwa-

song-8 - are limited. Pyongyang’s official KCNA
news agency said the test had “confirmed the navi-
gational control and stability of the missile”, the
“guiding manoeuvrability and the gliding flight char-
acteristics of the detached hypersonic gliding war-
head”, and the engine. It did not say what speed it
had reached, but added that it had an “ampoule” fuel
system - a propellant canister that could eliminate
the need for launch-site fuelling. Ordinary liquid-fu-
elled missiles cannot be transported with their pro-
pellant on board as its volatility makes it too
dangerous to do so. —AFP

PANMUNJOM: In this file picture, North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un (left) signs
the guest book next to his sister Kim Yo Jong during the Inter-Korean summit
at the Peace House building on the southern side of the truce village of Pan-
munjom. —AFP


