
JUBA: Children’s textbooks, utensils, clothing and
crops: All lost to rising floodwaters that have forced
tens of thousands of people in South Sudan to
leave their wrecked homes as overflowing rivers
deluge farmland and swallow up livestock. Barely
16 kilometers from the capital Juba, the devastation
is apparent, with locals surrounded by water as
they try to feed their children and find a safe place
to sleep. “The water is too much,” a visibly dis-
tressed Sabina Nene said.

“The rain came and drenched us (overnight),”
the 30-year-old widow said, as she attempted to
dry maize (corn) to prepare porridge for her four
children. Like thousands of other farmers stranded
by the downpour in the suburb of Kworjik, she now
uses flood water for all her family’s basic needs, in-
cluding for drinking and cooking. Too exhausted to
worry about the health risks, other concerns weigh
on her mind. “We want tents, this is the first thing.
We want mosquito nets because the mosquitoes
are too many and disturb us,” she said. “And we
want food.”

Kworjik official James Subek Pitia told AFP that
at least 9,000 locals were affected by the floods
there. That is a fraction of the 426,000 people reel-
ing from the disaster across the world’s youngest
country, according to the UN’s emergency re-
sponse agency. Emergency workers have used ca-
noes and boats to reach cut-off populations, the
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Hu-

manitarian Affairs said in a briefing note last week,
warning that more heavy rains and flooding were
expected in the coming months.

Fleeing families 
Some families fled Kworjik for Juba, local resi-

dent Albert Alsayo Laku told AFP, while others
have taken shelter in churches and in a handful of
tall under-construction buildings that managed to
withstand the deluge. But the majority stayed back
or set up makeshift camps along a highway con-
necting Kworjik with Juba, grabbing what few pos-
sessions they could from the ruins of their flimsy
thatched huts. “We want the government to come
to our rescue and relocate us from this place,” said
Laku, who has 11 children.

The disaster, which has also damaged health
facilities and schools, came a year after record
floods affected some 700,000 people in the East
African nation. Around 100,000 of those dis-
placed last year have still not returned home, ac-
cording to OCHA. In some parts of the country,
conflict has complicated efforts to help those in
need, with UN teams struggling to get aid to some
25,000 people in Warrap, a northwestern state
plagued by ethnic violence.

Funding shortages threaten to exacerbate the
misery. OCHA last month warned of limited sup-
plies and a cash shortfall, saying that it had re-
ceived only 54 percent of the $1.7 billion required

to pay for programs in South Sudan. The UN’s
World Food Program said earlier this month that it
has suspended food aid to over 100,000 displaced
people in the country, warning of further reduc-
tions unless it receives more cash. Four out of five

of South Sudan’s 11 million people live in “absolute
poverty”, according to the World Bank in 2018,
while more than 60 percent of its population suf-
fers from severe hunger from the combined effects
of conflict, drought and floods. —AFP

‘Too much water’: Floods 
wreak misery in S Sudan

Tens of thousands flee wrecked homes

JUBA: Displaced villagers stay with their belongings along a road after being evacuated from flooded water
in Juba, South Sudan. —AFP

Ethiopia holds 
delayed elections 
in three regions
ADDIS ABABA: Conflict-torn Ethiopia is holding elections
yesterday for dozens of federal parliamentary seats, the
final round of voting before Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
forms a new government next week. The 47 contests are
taking place in the Somali, Harari and Southern Nations,
Nationalities and Peoples’ (SNNP) regions, and polling
stations were open in all three places yesterday morning,
election board spokeswoman Solyana Shimeles said. 

Africa’s second most populous country held land-
mark national polls in June, and Abiy’s Prosperity Party
secured a new five-year term with a landslide win, taking
410 out of 436 contested seats. But no voting occurred
in the northernmost Tigray region, the site of a brutal
conflict that erupted in November, and 83 races else-
where were delayed due to either logistical or security
issues.  The results from yesterday’s polls, which will not
have significant bearing on the balance of power in par-
liament, are not expected until October 10 at the earliest.
There is no concrete timeline for elections for the re-
maining 36 seats, which include 18 in the Amhara region
and eight in Oromia.

Amhara has been scarred by fighting between gov-
ernment troops and the Tigray People’s Liberation Front

(TPLF) rebel group, while Oromia is grappling with an
insurgency by the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA). Voters
will also decide on 108 regional council seats yesterday.
And in southwestern Ethiopia, nearly 900,000 eligible
voters will participate in a referendum on whether to
break away from SNNP and form their own region, a
move intended to funnel more federal cash to an area
hobbled by a long history of underinvestment.

Opposition boycott 
Abiy came to power in 2018 on the back of several

years of anti-government protests and promised to
break from Ethiopia’s authoritarian past, in part by hold-
ing the most democratic elections the country had ever
seen. The ruling coalition that preceded Abiy claimed
staggering majorities in the two previous elections, which
observers said fell far short of international standards for
fairness. A more open vote in 2005 saw big gains for the
opposition but led to a lethal crackdown on protests over
contested results.

This year some opposition parties, notably in Abiy’s
native Oromia region, opted to boycott the polls, com-
plaining that their candidates had been arrested and
their offices vandalized. More than 20 percent of con-
stituencies nationwide in June were contested only by
the Prosperity Party, and turnout in many of them was
100 percent, according to election board data. The
largest opposition party in Somali region, the Ogaden
National Liberation Front (ONLF), announced earlier
this month it would not participate in yesterday’s polls,
citing suspected irregularities in the registration
process. —AFP

Zionist fire kills 
3 Palestinians 
JERUSALEM: Three Palestinians were killed yesterday
by Zionist fire, including a woman who tried to stab of-
ficers in Jerusalem, a militant shot during West Bank
clashes and a Gazan who approached the border fence.
The violence comes days after a raid on militants in the
occupied West Bank left five Palestinians dead.

At dawn in Jerusalem, the sound of gunshots rang
through the Old City, with the body of a woman lying on
a stone street that leads to the Al-Aqsa mosque, an AFP
journalist said. She was later draped in a survival blanket.
Police said she had attempted to stab officers after being
stopped for a check because her conduct aroused sus-
picion.  “During the questioning, the terrorist pulled out
a knife and tried to stab the officers. They immediately
responded with gunfire and neutralized her,” a statement
said, noting medics later pronounced her dead.

The woman was identified by Palestinian officials as
Israa Khozaimieh, 30, from Qabatiya in the northern
West Bank. The attempted attack did not result in any
casualties. Zionist security forces are stationed at each
entrance to the Al-Aqsa mosque compound, Islam’s
third holiest site, known to Jews as the Temple Mount,
the holiest site in Judaism. The compound lies in east
Jerusalem, which Zionists occupied in 1967 and later
annexed in a move never recognized by the interna-
tional community.

West Bank clash
In a separate incident in Burqin, in the northern West

Bank near Jenin, Zionist troops and border police con-
ducted an overnight operation “to arrest suspects and
locate weapons,” a police statement said. “During the
operation, an armed terrorist fired at the forces who were
operating in the village during a riot,” police said. 

“Border police forces responded with gunfire toward
the terrorist and neutralized him,” police said, with a
spokesman confirming his death to AFP. Palestinian militant
group Islamic Jihad said the man killed was Alaa Zayoud,
22, a member of its military wing. No Zionist forces were
wounded in the incident in the West Bank, a Palestinian
territory under Zionist military occupation since 1967.

On Sunday, five Palestinians were killed after a raid
in the West Bank sparked gun battles with Hamas mili-
tants, two of them in Burqin, officials said. One of those
killed in Burqin on Sunday was an Islamic Jihad member,
and the movement said yesterday that Zayoud had
“joined” him. Hamas, the militant rulers of the Gaza Strip,
issued a statement in support of the “martyrdom” of Za-
youd, saying “armed resistance and comprehensive con-
frontation” with Zionists were the way to expel “settlers”
from “our occupied land”.

In a third and unrelated incident in Gaza, Zionist
troops “spotted three suspects approaching the secu-
rity fence,” an army statement said.  “One of the sus-
pects was seen carrying a suspicious backpack and
digging in the ground. (Zionist) troops at the scene fired
towards the suspect,” the army said, adding that it was
reviewing the incident and was “aware of reports that
a Palestinian was killed.” —AFP
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