
Global hits and local 
heroes: COVID jabs 
around the world
PARIS: Some have become global mainstays and others are stay-
ing local: here is an overview of more than 20 approved COVID-
19 vaccines currently in use, and a few that fell by the wayside.

mRNA leads the pack 
Messenger RNA (mRNA) vaccines developed by US-German

alliance Pfizer/BioNTech and American company Moderna have
emerged as the most successful vaccines in use today. A survey
from Canada’s McGill University shows the Pfizer jab Comirnaty
has been approved in 100 countries, while Moderna’s Spikevax
is authorised in 70.

Ground-breaking mRNA technology teaches our cells to make
a harmless piece of protein found on the surface of the virus that
causes COVID-19, prompting the immune system to develop an-
tibodies that can fight off the real thing in case of infection. A Chi-
nese study published online this week comparing vaccine efficacy
data found that Comirnaty and Spikevax work better than other
jabs, even against the Delta variant currently dominating across
the globe. The study has yet to be peer-reviewed. 

Runners-up 
A widely-distributed vaccine developed jointly by Swedish

firm AstraZeneca and Britain’s Oxford University, along with an-
other made by Johnson & Johnson affiliate Janssen-Cilag in the
US, are both based on viral vector technology. The more tradi-
tional approach uses a genetically engineered version of the
common cold adenovirus as a “vector” to shuttle genetic instruc-
tions into human cells.

AstraZeneca’s jab, named Vaxzevria, is approved in the Eu-
ropean Union and was widely distributed after its release, but it
was restricted in many countries when the vaccine was linked to
statistically rare instances of blood clots. It does not have US ap-
proval, and has been largely used to supply the Covax jab
scheme that provides shots to poorer countries. Janssen’s was
the fourth jab to be approved in the EU, but its seemingly con-
venient one-and-done dosage became a liability with the rise of
Delta, which experts say is too resistant to be beaten with just
one dose of any vaccine.

Local heros 
There are a number of vaccines distributed only or mostly

within the country where they were developed, though a few have
limited international reach. China’s two WHO-approved vaccines-
the Sinopharm jab, and CoronaVac from the lab Sinovac-have
been given in about 50 countries. Two other Chinese firms,
Cansino and Anhui Zhifei Longcom, are also marketing vaccines
within China. Russia has approved four domestically developed
vaccines including Sputnik V, which currently has the green light
in about 70 countries but lacks approval from the EU and the
World Health Organization (WHO). India gave the green light to
its Zydus Cadila vaccine at the end of August, making it the first
DNA vaccine ever approved for use in humans. — AFP

LONDON: A British police officer who falsely ar-
rested a woman for breaking coronavirus restric-
tions, then kidnapped, raped and murdered her,
was given a rare whole-life jail term yesterday.
Judge Adrian Fulford told Wayne Couzens, 48, his
offences were “grotesque”, after he snatched Sarah
Everard off the streets of south London in March.

Everard’s disappearance sparked one of
Britain’s most high-profile missing persons inves-
tigations and protests calling for better safety for
women in public spaces. But there has been wide-
spread horror and revulsion at the involvement of
a police officer, who exploited lockdown restric-
tions and abused his position of trust to kill.
Couzens, who served with the elite diplomatic pro-
tection unit of London’s Metropolitan Police, ad-
mitted kidnapping, rape and murder at a hearing
in July and was sacked.

Sentencing him at the Old Bailey, in central
London, Fulford called Couzens’ actions “devas-
tating, tragic and wholly brutal” and said his vic-
tim was “wholly blameless”. “The misuse of a
police officer’s role such as occurred in this case
in order to kidnap, rape and murder a lone victim
is of equal seriousness as a murder for the pur-
pose of advancing a political, religious ideological
cause,” he added. Couzens, who will die in jail, be-
comes the latest of only 60 criminals who will
never be considered for release. Former col-
leagues said he had disgraced their uniform, and
the Met Police said it was “sickened, angered and
devastated” by his crimes.

‘Warning signs’ 
The high-profile case refocused attention on

how the police handle complaints of violence
against women and girls in Britain. Questions have
been raised about why previous complaints of in-
decent exposure against Couzens, said to have
been a user of sex workers and violent pornog-
raphy, were not dealt with. The leader of Britain’s
main opposition Labour party, Keir Starmer, a
former chief prosecutor for England and Wales,
said legislation needed to be tightened.

He also called for a review of how Couzens
was able to “slip through the net”, despite a series
of “warning signs”. Starmer’s Labor colleague,
Harriet Harman, a former women’s minister, said
the case had “shattered” women’s confidence in
the police and called for the resignation of Met
Police Commissioner Cressida Dick. The Met,
Britain’s biggest police force, was already under
fire for its botched initial handling of the double
murder of two sisters in a London park last year.

In that case, detectives were accused of not
taking their disappearance seriously, and two
officers were suspended for taking crime scene
photos and sharing them on WhatsApp.
Demonstrators outside the Old Bailey said the
Met Police had “blood on their hands”. Roxanne
Tiffany, 20, said: “I think what a lot of women
are maybe grasping for is ‘we’re sorry and this
is what we’re doing to ensure this doesn’t hap-
pen again’.” The student said she had attended
previous vigils for Everard, which were contro-

versially broken up by Met officers for breach-
ing social distancing rules.

Couzens snatched Everard, a 33-year-old
marketing consultant, as she walked to her home
in Brixton, south London, from a friend’s house in
nearby Clapham. Security camera footage
showed Couzens, who had just finished a 12-hour
shift guarding the US Embassy, stopping Everard

by the side of the road. He showed her his warrant
card, then used his police handcuffs to restrain
her, before driving her in a hire car to Kent in
southeast England, some 80 miles away. Couzens,
a married father-of-two, initially told officers he
had been forced to seize the university graduate
and hand her over to a Romanian gang to whom
he owed money.  — AFP
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LONDON: An undated handout picture shows Sarah Everard, who went missing on March 3, and was conse-
quently found having been murdered. Wayne Couzens (right), a British police officer who falsely arrested a
woman for breaking coronavirus restrictions, then kidnapped, raped and murdered her, was given a rare
whole-life jail term yesterday. — AFP 

From fear to freedom: The
abortion reforms in Mexico 
MEXICO CITY: When Fernanda Garcia went to hospital with
pain and bleeding after taking medication to end her pregnancy,
a nurse threatened to report her and said she could go to prison.
Following a ruling by Mexico’s top court that abortion is not a
crime, cases like hers could become a thing of the past in the
conservative Latin American nation. An adverse reaction to the
medication Garcia took forced her to seek treatment, despite the
potential repercussions in the central state of Guanajuato, where
abortion is allowed only after rape.

The nurse “told me that I was bad, that I didn’t know what I’d
done, that I would face prosecution and could end up in jail,” the
22-year-old told AFP. She grabbed her belongings and fled in
fear. On September 7, a month after Garcia’s traumatic experi-
ence, Mexico’s Supreme Court ruled that criminalizing abortion
is unconstitutional. The decision followed a constitutional chal-
lenge to the penal code of the northern state of Coahuila, where
abortion carries a punishment of up to three years in prison. It
will affect the whole of Mexico, opening the way for women
across the country to access the procedure without fear of pros-
ecution. The ruling “made me feel a little relieved, but I’m still
very anxious,” said Garcia, adding that fear of arrest had even
provoked suicidal thoughts. — AFP
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