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PARIS: A French court yesterday handed former
president Nicolas Sarkozy a one-year prison
sentence for illegal financing of his 2012 re-
election bid, dealing a fresh blow to the right-
winger seven months after he received a jail
term for corruption. Sarkozy, 66, will not serve
time behind bars under the terms of yesterday’s
verdict, with the court ruling that he could serve
it at home by wearing an electronic bracelet.

He was not in court to hear the judge impose
the maximum sentence for illegal campaign fi-
nancing after finding that Sarkozy had “volun-
tarily neglected to exercise oversight over the
spending incurred.” Sarkozy’s lawyer Thierry
Herzog said his client would appeal the convic-
tion. Sarkozy spent nearly twice the legal limit
of 22.5 million euros ($26 million) on his failed
bid for a second term in office.

The case is one of several arising from a
string of investigations into Sarkozy’s affairs,
which have largely failed to dent his popularity
among conservative voters. In March, he be-
came France’s first postwar president to be sen-
tenced to jail relating to his attempts to secure
favors from a judge in return for the promise of
a plum retirement job. He has accused the judi-
ciary, with which he crossed swords during his
time as president between 2007 and 2012, of
hounding him. “I never betrayed the trust of the
French people,” he told the TF1 channel in
March. 

Fake invoices
Sarkozy pulled out all the stops in 2012 as

he sought to fend off his Socialist rival Francois
Hollande for a second term. A series of lavish
US-style election rallies caused his costs to
spiral, with the final bill coming to at least 42.8
million euros.  The public relations firm Byg-
malion, hired to organise the events, set up a
system of fake invoices to mask the real cost of
the events. While the investigation failed to
prove Sarkozy was aware of the fraud, the court
ruled that he had “undeniably” profited from it.
At his five-week trial in May and June, the
prosecution portrayed him as having a “cava-
lier” attitude to the public money available to
candidates during campaigning.

Sarkozy argued he had been too busy run-
ning the country to closely scrutinize the ac-
counts. His Union for a Popular Movement
party, since renamed the Republicans, picked
up the tab for most of the excess. Thirteen other
people, including Sarkozy’s former campaign
manager, several Bygmalion executives and a
handful of former Republicans directors, were
also tried in the case. They received jail terms
of up to three and a half years in prison, with
part of the sentences suspended.

Corruption case 
The case failed to garner much interest

among the public, seen as less sensational

than his earlier corruption trial. Sarkozy re-
ceived a three-year jail term for corruption
and influence peddling in that case, two years
of which were suspended. He has also ap-
pealed that verdict.

In that case too he will likely avoid prison
even if he loses his appeal, with the judge saying
she would consider letting him serve his sen-
tence under electronic surveillance at home. Be-

fore Sarkozy, the only French leader to be con-
victed in a criminal trial was his predecessor
Jacques Chirac, who received a two-year sus-
pended sentence in 2011 for corruption over a
fake jobs scandal relating to his time as Paris
mayor. Sarkozy has also been charged over al-
legations that he received millions of euros for
his 2007 election campaign from the late Libyan
dictator Muammar Gaddafi. —AFP

Embattled French ex-president 
Sarkozy given second jail term

A fresh blow to the right-winger

Sarkozy: 
Shadowed 
by legal woes
PARIS: Nicolas Sarkozy, who ruled France as a
tough-talking right-wing president from 2007 to
2012, is seen by supporters as a dynamic savior but
by detractors as a vulgar populist mired in corrup-
tion. A second criminal conviction issued yesterday,
this time for illegal campaign financing during his
2012 election bid, six months after a guilty verdict in
a graft trial, has dealt a new blow to any ambition of
“Sarko” returning to frontline politics.

However even if the career of the energetic for-
mer “hyper-president” may now be shadowed by
legal disgrace, he is likely never to go to jail under
the terms of both verdicts. Since failing to win a sec-
ond mandate in 2012 and then losing out on his
party’s nomination in 2017, Sarkozy has been sub-
merged in legal problems but has still retained sup-
port on the right. During his five-year term, Sarkozy,
now 66, took a hard line on immigration, security and
national identity. After winning the presidency at age
52, Sarkozy was initially seen as injecting a much-
needed dose of dynamism, making a splash on the

international scene and wooing the corporate world.
But his presidency was overshadowed by the 2008
financial crisis, and he left office with the lowest pop-
ularity ratings of any postwar French leader up to
then. He pulled out all the stops in an ultimately
doomed bid to defeat Socialist Francois Hollande for
a second term in 2012, and his latest conviction re-
lates to the financing of that campaign.

‘Special link’
That defeat made him the first president since

Valery Giscard d’Estaing (1974-1981) to be denied
a second term and Sarkozy famously promised:
“You won’t hear about me anymore.” But that pre-
diction turned out to be anything but true, with on-
going legal problems and his marriage to former
top model Carla Bruni keeping Sarkozy in the spot-
light. Few were surprised when he returned to
frontline politics, in 2014 winning the leadership of
the conservative UMP party, since renamed The
Republicans. But he failed to win the party’s nomi-
nation for another crack at the presidency in 2017.
He has remained hugely popular on the right and
lines of fans queued in the summer of 2020 to have
him sign his latest memoir, “The Time of Storms”,
which topped best-seller lists for weeks. “I have a
special link with the French. It may stretch, it may
tighten, but it exists,” he said. Even now, with no
clear candidate on the right to take on President
Emmanuel Macron in 2022, —AFP

Presidents, PMs
guilty of graft
PARIS: Nicolas Sarkozy - who was sentenced to a year
in jail yesterday for illegally financing his 2012 re-election
bid - is one of several former French presidents and prime
ministers who have been found guilty of graft and fraud.

Nicolas Sarkozy
Former right-wing president Nicolas Sarkozy has a

faced a long list of probes into corruption and cam-
paign financing violations since he left office in 2012
and lost his legal immunity. In 2017 he was charged with
illegal financing of his failed 2012 campaign, and in 2020
became the first French ex-president to stand trial on
corruption charges. Yesterday’s verdict comes just six
months after he got a three-year term - two of those
suspended - for trying to bribe a judge with a plum re-
tirement job in exchange for inside information on an
enquiry into his campaign finances. But the 66-year-
old will able to serve his time outside prison, likely at
home wearing an electronic bracelet. Sarkozy has ap-
pealed both convictions.

Francois Fillon
Sarkozy’s former prime minister Francois Fillon was

last year sentenced to five years in prison, three of them
suspended, for orchestrating a fake job for his wife in a

scandal that arguably cost him the presidency in 2017.
Fillon’s Welsh-born wife Penelope was given a sus-
pended three-year sentence for participating in the
scheme that saw her paid over one million euros in pub-
lic funds over a 15-year period. The couple was also or-
dered to pay fines of 375,000 euros ($423,000) each.
They have since appealed.

Jacques Chirac 
Former conservative president Jacques Chirac

(1995-2007) became the first president to be convicted
for graft in 2011 when he was given a two-year sus-
pended sentence for siphoning off public money to pay
people working for his political party while he was Paris
mayor. The ailing 79-year-old was too ill to attend his
trial, nor did he appeal.

Alain Juppe
Prime minister under Chirac from 1995 to 1997,

Juppe was sentenced to a 14-month suspended jail term
in 2004 in a separate scandal over fake jobs for mem-
bers of his right-wing RPR party at Paris city hall be-
tween 1988 and 1995. He was also barred from public
office for one year.

Edith Cresson 
The European Court of Justice convicted Edith

Cresson - France’s prime minister from 1991 to 1992 -
for favoritism in 2006 for granting a job to a friend while
she was a European Commissioner in Brussels in the
late 1990s. —AFP

PARIS: File photo shows former President Nicolas Sarkozy (2nd right) arriving for a hearing of the so-called Bygmalion
case trial which sees him charged with illicit financing for his failed 2012 re-election campaign. —AFP


