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Kuwaiti political groups, MPs
welcome Amir’s call for dialogue

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti political groups and lawmakers yesterday
strongly welcomed a call by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the government and the National
Assembly to start a national dialogue to resolve all problems in
the country.

At least six political groups welcomed the call and expressed
the hope it will lead to resolving the country’s political impasse
and put the country back on the right track. The first term of the
National Assembly was marred with endless political disputes
that disrupted assembly sessions and put the country in political
paralysis. The groups, Islamic Constitutional Movement, Popular
Action Movement, Kuwait Democratic Forum and National Is-
lamic Alliance, Kuwait Democratic Forum, the Islamic Salaf Al-
liance represent the spectrum of Kuwaiti political trends
including Islamists, liberals, Shiites and nationalists.

The first four groups said in a joint statement that the dia-

logue should be utilized by all parties to unify ranks and correct
the political process, and described the call as a blessed initia-
tive. They said that the success of the dialogue depends on con-
fidence building measures, preparing a well-defined timetable
and complying with the principles of the constitution.

Deputy speaker Ahmad Al-Shuhomi said the initiative should
lead to stability in the country for the authorities to work to-
gether to serve the Kuwaiti people. Opposition MP Farz Al-Mu-
tairi said the initiative should be able to end all disputes and lead
to the return of exiled former opposition MPs and activists. Op-
position MP Obaid Al-Wasmi said the dialogue will result in
preparing all formulas that serve the interests of the people and
the state and end all the reasons that caused disputes.

In the meantime, the judiciary authority yesterday took an un-
precedented historical measure in assigning first female judges to
preside over misdemeanor courts, allowing them to issue verdicts
in minor cases. About 13 female judges had been asked to preside
over courts like the traffic and normal courts. 

The National Assembly.

First Kuwaiti female judges given assignment

Police arrest 85 in
Jahra crackdown
KUWAIT: Jahra Security Directorate carried out
a campaign to crack down on loose labor on
Wednesday, resulting in the arrest of 85 violating
individuals, nine of whom who did not have an ID.
All were sent to concerned authorities, the Interior
Ministry announced yesterday.

In other news, a small fire broke out in an ele-
vator at a mall in Egaila. Mangaf and Qurain fire-
men evacuated the complex and put out the blaze.
No injuries were reported. Separately, Kuwait Fire
Force Chief Lt Gen Khalid Al-Mikrad received
Pakistani Ambassador to Kuwait Sajjad Haidar.
They discussed mutual issues on firefighting and
civil defense. Mikrad also received Chairman of E-
Media Federation Faisal Al-Sawwagh, Secretary
General Zaid Al-Sane, Secretary Mohammad Zafer
and board member Abdullah Al-Ayan.

KUWAIT: This handout photo released by the Interior Ministry yesterday shows people lined
up during a police crackdown in Jahra. 

Kuwait to vaccinate
bedoon students
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Education said yesterday that
bedoon (stateless) students would be getting COVID-19 vaccination
jabs on Saturday, October 2, at Kuwait Vaccination Center in Mishref.
Students of grades 7-9 would be vaccinated between 10:00 am and
2:00 pm, the Ministry’s Private Education Department said in a state-
ment. It added that students in grades 10-12 would be vaccinated be-
tween 2:00 pm and 5:00 pm. Students should bring their
identifications or birth certificates to register them and in order to
get an appointment for a second dose, the ministry added. — KUNA

Tree-planting
campaign in Kuwait
KUWAIT: The United Nations (UN) has launched a tree-
planting campaign in Kuwait in collaboration with the country’s
civil society groups, in an endeavor to address climate chal-
lenges. Speaking to reporters yesterday on the sidelines of the
campaign launched by UN staff at Mishref area in Hawally
Governorate, the UN Secretary-General’s Resident Represen-
tative Dr Tarek Elsheikh said the tree-growing initiative is part
of the UN’s activities in Kuwait targeting practical response to
climate challenges. He added that the UN is especially keen
this year on addressing environment issues and diverse climate
challenges and changes the world is facing at present. The UN
official noted that as the Climate Summit is due in November,
the UN wants to see Kuwait and the UN office in this Gulf
country launching climate initiatives, chiefly tree-growing
which is deemed an essential element of sustainable and
healthy environment. Elsheikh added that the UN office has
adopted a host of activities purposed to spur young people to
get engaged in initiatives pertinent to energy usage, waste re-
cycling and the fight against desertification. — KUNAMerchants urge

premier to reconsider
ban on 60+ visas
KUWAIT: Following the stand of Commerce and Industry
Minister Abdullah Al-Salman that calls for amending the de-
cision to not renew residencies of residents aged 60 and
above who do not have a university degree, 11 associations
and Chairman of Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Mohammad Al-Saqr joined him and sent letters to His High-
ness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah
asking to change the decision.

Informed sources quoted in an Al-Rai Arabic newspaper
report published yesterday said car dealerships, industries,

money exchanges and other companies also sent letters sep-
arately asking for reviewing the decision, especially for tech-
nical workers to gain from their experience, which is in favor
of public interest.

They told the prime minister that due to the importance of
projects they are carrying out in the public and private sectors
whose completion is linked to time schedules, and to avoid dis-
ruption of the country’s development plan resulting from the
coronavirus pandemic, there is a need to amend the decision in
a way that suits the requirements of these various sectors.

They said car dealerships, money exchanges and industries
regularly evaluate their technical workers and only retain the
best among them. The companies blamed firms that bring in
workers and leave them loose, while dealerships, exchanges and
industry unions have not had any violation with regards to loose
labor for over 50 years. They said the skilled labor they rely on
do not need a university qualification - only experience, com-
petence and courses inside and outside Kuwait.


