
International
Georgia’s ex-leader  
goes on trial, says  
‘tortured’ in jail 

Page 6

Indian parliament votes to scrap farm reform laws 
Page 7

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2021

PRETORIA: Ethiopians living in South Africa shout slogans during a protest at the US Embassy in Pretoria yesterday, against purported foreign meddling in Ethiopia. — AFP

ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopia has denied it staged an 
attack over the weekend along its shared border with 
Sudan, blaming unrest in the disputed zone on rebels 
from its war-hit Tigray region. On Saturday Sudan’s 
military said “several” soldiers had been killed in an 
attack by armed groups and militias linked to the 
Ethiopian military in the fertile expanse known as Al-
Fashaqa. The area has long been a source of tension 
between Addis Ababa and Khartoum, sparking dead-
ly clashes over the last year. 

But in comments that aired on state media Sunday, 
Ethiopian government spokesman Legesse Tulu dis-
missed claims the military had attacked Sudan as 
“groundless”. Instead he blamed the violence on the 

Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), the insur-
gent group that has been locked in a gruesome war 
against Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s government 
since November 2020 and claims to be approaching 
the capital Addis Ababa. 

“A large group of insurgents, bandits and terrorists 
had entered [from Sudan],” Legesse said in comments 
aired by the Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation, 
without providing evidence. “The Ethiopian National 
Defense Force and the local militia have destroyed 
them,” he added. Legesse also said the TPLF was 
training in Sudan and receiving support from unspec-
ified “foreign backers”. The land in Al-Fashaqa has for 
years been cultivated by Ethiopian farmers, though 

Sudan claims it falls within its territory. 
In November 2020, around the time Abiy sent 

troops into Tigray to oust the TPLF, Khartoum sta-
tioned troops in Al-Fashaqa, a move Addis Ababa 
has described as an invasion. Yet Legesse said 
Ethiopia was keen to resolve the matter peacefully. 
“The Ethiopian National Defense Force doesn’t 
have an agenda to open an attack on any sover-
eign country,” he said, referring to the military. 
“There is land that the Sudanese forces have 
invaded. The government is sitting down to resolve 
[the dispute] in a peaceful process, through dia-
logue and negotiation.” 

The war in northern Ethiopia has killed thou-

sands of people and driven hundreds of thousands 
more into famine-like conditions, according to UN 
estimates. Last week Abiy, winner of the 2019 
Nobel Peace Prize, announced he would head to 
the front to lead operations against the TPLF. On 
Sunday state media reported that the military and 
special forces from the Afar region had taken con-
trol of the town of Chifra. The area around Chifra 
has been the site of fierce fighting in recent 
weeks, with the TPLF apparently trying to seize 
control of a critical highway that brings goods 
into Addis Ababa. A TPLF source disputed the 
state media report Monday, saying “active fighting 
is going on” — AFP 

Ethiopia denies attack on Sudan
Government blamed for unrest in the disputed zone 

JOHANNESBURG :  South African 
Paralympic champion Oscar Pistorius 
has moved to another prison as part of 
his parole process after serving half his 
sentence for murdering his girlfriend, 
prison services said yesterday. The 
athlete has served more than half of a 
13-year jail term, the minimum required 
to qualify for parole, for murdering 
model Reeva Steenkamp in 2013. 

He has now been transferred from 
South Africa’s administrative capital 
Pretoria to a prison in the southern 
city of Gqeberha, formerly Port 
Elizabeth. “Oscar Pistorius has been 
moved to a prison in Gqeberha. He will 
stay there until the process for his 
parole ends,” a Correctional Services 

spokesman told AFP. 
Pistorius killed Steenkamp in the 

early hours of Valentine’s Day in 2013 
when he fired four times through the 
door of his bedroom toilet. The double 
amputee was found guilty of 
manslaughter in 2014 and sentenced to 
six years in jail, but the conviction was 
later upgraded to murder in 2015 and 
led to a 13-year term. 

Pistorius, 35, has always denied the 
murder, saying he was convinced a 
thief had broken into his ultra-secure 
Pretoria home. Tania Koen, a lawyer for 
the Steenkamps, said the prison servic-
es would send social workers to talk to 
the parents and prepare them for the 
application process. — AFP 

Oscar Pistorius moved to new 
prison for parole process  

A picture taken on January 26, 2013 shows Olympian sprinter Oscar Pistorius 
posing next to Reeva Steenkamp at Melrose Arch in Johannesburg. 

THE HAGUE: Syria and Russia faced 
renewed pressure to come clean over alleged 
chemical weapons use as the global toxic 
arms body met in The Hague yesterday. 
Damascus was still failing to declare its 
chemical weapons and admit inspectors, 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) chief Fernando Arias said. 

The nerve agent poisoning of jailed 
Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny in Russia 
meanwhile continues to pose a “serious 
threat” to world efforts to eradicate chemi-
cal armaments, Arias added. Syria denies 
the use of chemical weapons and insists it 
has handed over its weapons stockpiles 
under a 2013 agreement with the US and 

Russia, prompted by a suspected sarin gas 
attack that killed 1,400 in the Damascus 
suburb of Ghouta. 

But Syria was stripped of its OPCW vot-
ing rights in April after a probe blamed it for 
further poison gas attacks, and they will 
remain suspended until it has fully declared 
its chemical weapons and weapons-making 
facilities. “To date Syria has not completed 
any of these measures,” Arias told the meet-
ing, adding that its declarations “still cannot 
be considered accurate and complete.” 
Damascus was also continuing to deny a 
visa to an OPCW weapons inspector, lead-
ing the organization to refuse to deploy a 
team there, said Arias. He said he was 
arranging a meeting with Syria’s foreign 
minister to discuss the breaches. 

Russia meanwhile has been accused of 
failing to answer questions about the 2020 
Novichok poisoning of Navalny, which 
Western powers have blamed on the 
Kremlin. “The use of chemical weapons on 
the territory of the Russian Federation also 

poses a serious threat to the convention,” 
Arias said. Moscow had asked OPCW 
inspectors to come to Russia to investigate 
but Arias said the visit had not taken place 
due to conditions set by the Russian author-
ities that were stricter than those imposed 
by other countries. London and Washington 
meanwhile pushed Moscow and Damascus 
on chemical weapons. 

“We call again on Russia and the Assad 
regime to comply with their obligations,” 
Bonnie Jenkins, the US Under Secretary of 
State for Arms Control and International 
Security, said in a statement to the meet-
ing. British junior defense minister 
Annabel Goldie said Russia must not only 
answer questions on Navalny but also the 
Novichok poisoning of former KGB agent 
Sergei Skripal in Salisbury in 2018. “There 
is no plausible explanation for these poi-
sonings other than Russian involvement 
and responsibility,” Goldie said. Moscow 
has always denied involvement in both 
incidents. — AFP
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MARIB: Forced to flee fighting in Yemen’s 
brutal war, Ali Yehya Hayba and his family find 
themselves crammed into a desert tent with 
dozens of others, fearing the onset of winter. 
Hayba, his wife and their seven children 
escaped to the Al-Sumya camp east of Marib 
city, the government’s last northern stronghold, 
after clashes escalated nearby. The family, dis-
placed for the second time in the seven-year 
civil war, have nothing but two blankets to keep 

them warm during the cold nights. 
“It is part of the Empty Quarter desert. 

There are no humanitarian services, no schools, 
no hospitals or any other services,” Hayba, 39 
said. Al-Sumya, with its clusters of makeshift 
tents, has witnessed an influx of displaced peo-
ple, with hundreds arriving in a month, accord-
ing to the International Organization for 
Migration. The camp, with scant resources, 
bears testament to a conflict that has forced 
millions from their homes, creating what the 
United Nations calls the world’s worst humani-
tarian crisis. 

“We have been displaced two or three times 
now,” said Ali Abdullah, another of the camp’s 
residents. “We have not received blankets or 
mattresses, and the cold is going to kill us.” The 
Hayba family share a tent with six other fami-

lies, with only two bales of straw for around 35 
people to sleep on. “We suffer from a lot of 
issues here,” he told AFP. “We can’t put up a 
curtain for privacy, and we don’t even have the 
capability to set up a proper bathroom... Every 
three or four children share one blanket.” 

The Iran-backed Houthi rebels began a big 
push to seize the strategic city of Marib in 
February and, after a lull in fighting, they 
renewed their campaign in September. 
Despite aerial bombardment from the Saudi-
led coalition, the Houthis claim to be tighten-
ing their grip around Marib, with fighting rag-
ing to the north, west and south of the city. 
IOM spokeswoman Angela Wells said about 
60 families were sheltering at Al-Sumya until 
this month, when an estimated 1,200 fleeing 
households arrived. — AFP 
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