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Crown Prince receives invitation 
to attend Jeddah’s F1 Grand Prix

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received 
yesterday a written letter from Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-

Saud concerning ties and ways to enhance them. 
The letter touched on recent regional and inter-
national developments, and also included an invi-
tation to attend the Formula 1 Grand Prix to be 

held in Jeddah on December 5, 2021. Saudi 
Ambassador to Kuwait Prince Sultan bin Saad 
bin Khaled Al-Saud handed the letter to His 
Highness the Crown Prince during a reception at 

Bayan Palace. Head of His Highness the Crown 
Prince’s Diwan Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah and other officials were present 
at the reception. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah reads a letter from Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud, delivered by Saudi Ambassador to Kuwait Prince Sultan 
bin Saad bin Khaled Al-Saud. — KUNA photos 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Saudi Ambassador to Kuwait Prince Sultan bin Saad bin 
Khaled Al-Saud.
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despite the variant having already reached Europe, 

Asia and North America. 
Australia, which has already confirmed five cases of 

Omicron, was set to relax restrictions on skilled workers 
and students from tomorrow in a boon to industries suf-
fering labor shortages under one of the world’s toughest 
border regimes. But Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
announced a two-week delay on the plan to allow 
Australia to gather information on the new variant, fol-
lowing announcements from Japan and Zionist entity of 
bans on foreign travelers.  

Many governments, particularly in western Europe, 
are already struggling with rapid rises in cases and have 
reintroduced mandatory mask-wearing, social-distanc-
ing measures, curfews or lockdowns-leaving high street 
businesses fearing another grim Christmas. Health min-
isters from the G7 group of the world’s richest nations 

are set to meet later to discuss the new strain, with 
European Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen 
warning that the world was in a “race against time”. 

The first confirmed case of the Omicron variant was 
in South Africa on November 9, with infections spread-
ing rapidly in the country-although no deaths have yet 
been reported, according to the WHO. It warned how-
ever that “if another major surge of COVID-19 takes 
place driven by Omicron, consequences may be 
severe.” Scientists in South Africa flagged the new 
strain last Thursday, prompting several European coun-
tries to quickly ban flights from the region.  

That irritated South African officials who said they 
were being “punished” for identifying a strain that has 
now been detected everywhere from the Netherlands to 
the UK, Canada to Hong Kong. The WHO’s Africa branch 
said barring travelers from the continent “attacks global 
solidarity”, and Malawi’s President Lazarus Chakwera 
accused Western countries of “Afrophobia”.  

Underlining the difficulties of containing the spread, 
Austria and Scotland, which both have flight bans in 
place from several African countries, confirmed their first 
cases of Omicron yesterday. Nevertheless, Japan joined 
a growing list of countries reimposing tough border con-
trols, barring all new foreign arrivals.— AFP 

New COVID 
Omicron...

KUWAIT: Hundreds of supporters including several current and former lawmakers received a leading opposition figure and former MP Faisal Al-Muslim at his Diwaniya in Kheitan yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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The EU’s Mora said that there was an “urgency in 

putting an end to the suffering of the Iranian people”. 
The year after Trump’s move, Iran retaliated by start-
ing to exceed the limits on its nuclear activity laid 
down in the deal. In recent months, it has started 
enriching uranium to unprecedented levels and has 
also restricted the activities of inspectors from the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the UN 
watchdog charged with monitoring Iran’s nuclear 
facilities. 

IAEA Director General Rafael Grossi said “no 
progress” was made on issues he raised during a 
visit to Tehran last week. Mora said yesterday that 
getting Iran’s nuclear program under “transparent 
monitoring” was a matter of “urgency”. A working 
group on lifting sanctions would meet today, Mora 
said, with a group focusing on nuclear-related com-
mitments meeting the following day. 

“Iran is acting like the United States is going to 
blink first but... pressure is a double-edged sword,” 
Kelsey Davenport, an expert with the Arms Control 
Association, told journalists last week. “If there are 
gaps in the IAEA’s monitoring, it will drive the spec-
ulation that Iran has engaged in illicit activity, that it 
has a covert program, whether there’s evidence to 
that or not,” Davenport said, which could in turn 
“undermine the prospects for sustaining the deal”.  

In London, top Zionist diplomat Yair Lapid was 
scheduled to meet British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson and French President Emmanuel Macron 
in Paris today. Lapid also met his British counter-
part Liz Truss, and before the meeting the pair 
published an article in the Daily Telgraph news-
paper saying they would “work night and day to 
prevent the Iranian regime from ever becoming a 
nuclear power”.  

British foreign minister Liz Truss added in a 
statement that the UK wanted “Iran to agree to 
the original JCPOA” but warned that if the talks 
“don’t work, all options are on the table”. Zionist 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett urged the coun-
try’s allies “to not give into Iran’s nuclear black-
mail”, adding: “Such a murderous regime should 
not be rewarded.”— AFP  

Iran nuclear  
talks restart...

VIRGINIA: A man uses his phone at Dulles International Airport in Dulles, Virginia yesterday. From yes-
terday, travelers from certain parts of southern Africa will be banned from flying to the United States 
unless they’re citizens or legal permanent residents. — AFP 
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Before boarding the plane in Istanbul, Muslim 

thanked the Kuwaiti people, the Amir and all those 
who contributed to the pardon. People gathered 
outside Sheikh Saad Airport, where Muslim was 
taken from terminal T4, and exploded in joy when 
he emerged from the terminal. He kneeled down and 
kissed the ground immediately after coming out of 
the plane. At Muslim’s Diwaniya, there was a display 
of fireworks as people performed national and folk-
loric dances in celebration of his return.

Former MP 
Muslim returns...

MADRID: The coronavirus pandemic will cost the 
global tourism sector $2.0 trillion in lost revenue in 
2021, the UN’s tourism body said yesterday, calling 
the sector’s recovery “fragile” and “slow”. The fore-
cast from the Madrid-based World Tourism 
Organization comes as Europe is grappling with a 
surge in infections and as a new heavily mutated 
COVID-19 variant, dubbed Omicron, spreads across 
the globe. 

International tourist arrivals will this year remain 
70-75 percent below the 1.5 billion arrivals recorded 
in 2019 before the pandemic hit, a similar decline as in 
2020, according to the body. The global tourism sec-
tor already lost $2.0 trillion (1.78 trillion euros) in rev-
enues last year due to the pandemic, according to the 
UNWTO, making it one of sectors hit hardest by the 
health crisis. 

While the UN body charged with promoting 
tourism does not have an estimate for how the sector 
will perform next year, its medium-term outlook is not 
encouraging. “Despite the recent improvements, 
uneven vaccination rates around the world and new 
COVID-19 strains” such as the Delta variant and 
Omicron “could impact the already slow and fragile 
recovery,” it said in a statement. 

The introduction of fresh virus restrictions and 
lockdowns in several nations in recent weeks shows 
how “it’s a very unpredictable situation,” UNWTO 
head Zurab Pololikashvili said. “It’s a historical crisis 
in the tourism industry but again tourism has the 

power to recover quite fast,” he added ahead of the 
start of the WTO’s annual general assembly in 
Madrid today. “I really hope that 2022 will be much 
better than 2021.” 

While international tourism has taken a hit from 
the outbreak of disease in the past, the coronavirus is 
unprecedented in its geographical spread. In addition 
to virus-related travel restrictions, the sector is also 
grappling with the economic strain caused by the 
pandemic, the spike in oils prices and the disruption 
of supply chains, the UNWTO said.  

Pololikashvili urged nations to harmonize their 
virus protocols and restrictions because tourists “are 
confused and they don’t know how to travel”. 
International tourist arrivals “rebounded” during the 
summer season in the Northern Hemisphere thanks to 
increased travel confidence, rapid vaccination and the 
easing of entry restrictions in many nations, the 
UNWTO said. 

“Despite the improvement in the third quarter, the 
pace of recovery remains uneven across world regions 
due to varying degrees of mobility restrictions, vacci-
nation rates and traveler confidence,” it added. Arrivals 
in some islands in the Caribbean and South Asia, and 
well as some destinations in southern Europe, came 
close to, or sometimes exceeded pre-pandemic levels 
in the third quarter. Other countries however hardly 
saw any tourists at all, particularly in Asia and the 
Pacific, where arrivals were down 95 percent com-
pared to 2019 as many destinations remained closed 
to non-essential travel. 

A total of 46 destinations - 21 percent of all desti-
nations worldwide - currently have their borders 
completely closed to tourists, according to the 
UNWTO. A further 55 have their borders partially 
closed to foreign visitors, while just four nations have 
lifted all virus-related restrictions - Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Dominican Republic and Mexico. — AFP 

COVID to cost  
global tourism  
$2.0 trillion


