
Celine Dion’s brother and sister have trashed the offbeat biopic “Aline:
The Voice of Love,” inspired by the singer’s rise from child stardom
to queen of soft rock and set to be released in theatres in her native

Canada today. “I don’t recognize the language, I don’t recognize my family,
I don’t recognize our roots,” Claudette Dion, the Grammy-Award winner’s
sister, told popular Quebec radio show “La Semaine des 4 Julie” Tuesday
evening. She and brother Michel Dion, who appeared as guests on the show,
said the “humor misses the mark,” several scenes “went too far” and they
accused Valerie Lemercier, who directs and stars in the film, of wildly dis-
torting their famous sibling’s life and personality.

“My mother never spoke like that to Rene (Celine’s husband), and Celine
never wanted for anything. We pass for a gang of classless grumps,” she
commented. Rene Angelil was Celine Dion’s manager from 1981, when she
was 12 years old and he was 38, until two years before his death in 2016.
They married in 1994. Critics at Cannes where the film had its world premier
in July were divided over whether this unpretentious account of the Cana-
dian megastar was a “sincere and moving homage” or “so pointless as a
film that you can only see it as an extravagant piece of conceptual art.” The
film-makers said then that they tweaked the star’s name to Aline Dieu to
give them some wriggle room over the details of her story, though claimed
it hews closely to Dion’s real life and songs.

“The film we saw, Claudette and I, is not exactly what we expected,” said
Michel Dion, who has accompanied Celine Dion on tour for 30 years as a
stage manager. “That’s not our life,” added Claudette, seated next to him at
the studio. On Sunday, Lemercier revealed to the local television talk show
“Tout le monde en parle” that she’d never met Celine Dion, but has become
a big fan. She said she tried to make the film “touching and funny like her.”
“I hope she will see the care we have all taken to pay tribute to her,” she
said, adding that she hoped “that one day she will see it and that it will
please her.” —AFP
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Photo shows Mitch Winehouse (right), father of late British singer Amy Winehouse, and curator Priya Khanchandan.A guitar signed by late British singer Amy Winehouse is displayed.

Space tourism company Virgin Galactic on Wednes-
day announced a mother from the Caribbean won
two tickets on a flight into Earth’s orbit, worth

$450,000 each. Keisha Schahaff, a health and energy
coach, said she wanted to take the flight into orbit with
her 17-year-old daughter, a science student living in
Britain who dreams of one day working for NASA. Virgin
Galactic founder Richard Branson surprised Schahaff with
the news at her home in Antigua in early November. “I just
thought I was doing a zoom interview,” she told AFP.

“When I saw Richard Branson walking in I just started
screaming! I couldn’t believe it.” “I always was interested
in space as a little girl,” she added. “This is a great oppor-
tunity for me to feel alive and to just make the greatest
adventure ever.” Schahaff won the prize after entering a
fundraiser lottery organized by Virgin Galactic on the
Omaze platform, which raised $1.7 million. The money will
be donated to the NGO Space for Humanity, which works

for wider access to
space. The amount she
donated was not made
public, but entry started
with a minimum contri-
bution of $10.

The drive attracted
nearly 165,000 partici-
pants in eight weeks,
Virgin Galactic said in a
statement. “Being able
to give people of all
ages and backgrounds
equal access to space,
and in turn, the oppor-
tunity to lead and in-
spire others back on
Earth, is what Virgin
Galactic has been
building towards for the past two decades,” said Branson.
The British septuagenarian flew in his company’s test mis-
sion to space in July, beating by a matter of days Blue Ori-
gin owner Jeff Bezos in their billionaire space race.
Schahaff will be among the first of Virgin Galactic’s space
tourists, but her place in the line has yet to be determined,
a company spokesperson said. Virgin Galactic has already
pre-sold some 700 space tickets: 600 between 2005 and
2014, and another 100 since August, when they were
relisted for a price of $450,000. —AFP
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In this Handout photo Omaze CEO and co-founder Matt Pohlson (left), Sir Richard Branson (second left), Keisha S
(second right), and Space For Humanity executive director Rachel Lyons (right) pose for a photo after the sweepstakes
announcement in Antigua. —AFP photos
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