
TEGUCIGALPA: Wilmer Rodriguez’s mother, Lesly Madariaga,
spent a sleepless night looking for him in the streets of Nueva
Suyapa, a poor neighborhood in the hills surrounding the Hon-
duran capital Tegucigalpa. But to no avail: like thousands of other
young Hondurans trying to reach the United States in search of
work, Rodriguez and a friend had stolen away in secret.

It was February 2020 but a month later he was back home. Ro-
driguez, then 17, only got to Mexico before he was picked up by
authorities and returned to Honduras. “I want to go again, I still
have the desire and it won’t leave my head until I pull it off,” Ro-
driguez told AFP.

“If they catch me one, two, three, four, five times again I’ll still
keep trying because my dream is to support my family.” In a
country suffering from deep economic woes and rampant vio-
lence, and where more than half the population of 10 million lives
in poverty, thousands expose themselves to the many risks of mi-
gration, not least from human traffickers and extortionists.

It can be a costly and fruitless exercise. According to a recent
report, Central American migrants spend around $2.2 billion a
year trying to reach the US, most of which is paid to traffickers.
Around 50,000 Honduran migrants have been sent back home
this year alone, according to official figures.

‘They’re all liars’ 
Hondurans will head to the polls Sunday to elect a successor

to President Juan Orlando Hernandez. After 12 years of right-wing
Nationalist Party hegemony, some see in leftist former first lady
Xiomara Castro an opportunity for change.

But not Rodriguez. No matter who wins, his dream will remain

resolute. “I don’t have much faith in politicians because the truth
is, they’re all liars,” he said. Now 18, he puts his faith instead in
his ability to become “one of the great” barbers of the world-in
the United States.

Upon his return to Honduras, Rodriguez trained to cut hair and
is now employed in his neighborhood’s La Bendicion salon. He has
already won a pair of awards for his work.

In La Bendicion, the barber capes feature the US Stars and
Stripes-if ever Rodriguez needed more encouragement. He has
not told his mother as much, but she suspects he again will seek
to reach the US. “I wouldn’t want to go through that process
again,” she said. “I wouldn’t want him to run that risk.”

She believes “God always provides food,” but knows that is
not enough for today’s dreamers.

“The youngsters leave for a better life because there is no
work here in Honduras.”

‘My goal is to work’ 
There are two types of homes on the steep unpaved streets of

Nueva Supaya: sturdy ones built of concrete blocks, whose own-
ers have family abroad, and flimsy ones made of wooden or metal
planks. Rodriguez’s house measures no more than 20 square me-
ters (215 square feet) but a dozen family members are crammed
into its two rooms. In the bedroom, blankets provide makeshift
dividing walls. Rodriguez sleeps atop a bunk bed, his mother and
sister below.

He earns money now, but not enough. “It’s something, but just
for me-not to support 12 people,” he said. Still, he is determined
not to fall into the trap that has seduced many others: gangs.

Like many Honduran neighborhoods, Nueva Suyapa is beset
by the curse of the Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13) and Barrio 18 gangs
whose drug-trafficking and extortion-related violence force many
young people to flee the country. Local non-governmental groups
run programs trying to keep youths out of harm’s way, and at
home. But the lure from abroad is powerful. —AFP
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For Honduran youth, US is the 
only escape from poverty

Hondurans go to the polls Sunday to elect a successor to Hernandez

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras: Rodriguez Madariaga (right), 18, and his
mother Lesly Madariaga are seen during an interview with AFP at their
house of the Nueva Suyapa neighborhood in Tegucigalpa. —AFP

Three white men found 
guilty of murdering 
Black jogger in US
WASHINGTON: Three white men were found guilty of mur-
der Wednesday for shooting dead an African American man
after chasing him in their pickup trucks, following a racially-
charged trial in the southern US state of Georgia that gripped
the nation. Travis McMichael, who shot Ahmaud Arbery, his
father Gregory McMichael, and their neighbor, William “Rod-
die” Bryan, who took part in the chase, were all convicted of
multiple counts of murder, aggravated assault and false im-
prisonment.

A predominantly-white jury in Brunswick, Georgia, deliber-
ated for less than 12 hours over two days before delivering their
verdicts. Travis McMichael, 35, Gregory McMichael, 65, a re-
tired police officer, and Bryan, 52, face potential life in prison
for the February 2020 shooting of the 25-year-old Arbery.

A crowd erupted in cheers outside the courthouse as the
verdict was announced, chanting: “Say his name. Ahmaud Ar-
bery!” “Today is a good day,” Arbery’s father, Marcus, told the
gathering. “I don’t want to see no daddy watch their kid get
lynched and shot down like that.”

President Joe Biden hailed the verdict but said “hard work”
remains in combating racism in America.

“Ahmaud Arbery’s killing-witnessed by the world on video-
is a devastating reminder of how far we have to go in the fight
for racial justice in this country,” Biden said. The Reverend Al
Sharpton, who attended the trial along with Jesse Jackson, an-

other prominent civil rights leader, also welcomed the verdict.
“Let the word go forth all over the world that a jury of 11 white,
one Black, in the Deep South, stood up in the courtroom and
said, ‘Black lives do matter,’” Sharpton said.

There was only one Black juror on the panel that heard the
case, although about 25 percent of the 85,000 residents of
Glynn County are Black.

“The spirit of Ahmaud defeated a lynch mob,” said Ben
Crump, an attorney for Arbery’s father. Arbery’s mother,
Wanda Cooper-Jones, said she “never thought this day
would come.” —AFP

Mexican girl fleeing 
forced marriage 
detained by police
MEXICO CITY: A 14-year-old indigenous girl was detained by
Mexican police after fleeing her community to avoid a forced mar-
riage, human rights defenders said Wednesday. The girl, identified
as Anayeli “N”, escaped her poverty-stricken community in Joya
Real to avoid being sold and married to a 16-year-old boy in ex-
change for around $10,000 that would have been paid to her fam-
ily. She was detained in the southern Mexican state of Guerrero for
14 hours after being captured on Monday night, said Abel Barrera
Hernandez, director of the Tlachinollan Human Rights Center.

“Anayeli was detained by the community police for resisting
forced marriage at the request of the family of the boy” who she
was to marry, the center said in a statement. Marriage between mi-
nors was legally banned in Mexico in 2019, but indigenous com-
munities continue to enforce such unions under a tradition that
critics have said traps women in abuse and leaves the groom’s fam-
ily mired in poverty, with calls growing for its abolition.

Indigenous people represent around 10 percent of Mexico’s
population of 126 million, and almost 70 percent live in poverty
without access to basic services, according to official figures, lead-
ing to the commodification of ancestral dowry rituals to raise
money. Guerrero is one of the Mexican states where the sale of mi-
nors takes place in exchange for money, animals and even alcoholic
beverages. —AFP

BRUNSWICK, US: Wanda Cooper-Jones, mother of Ahmaud Ar-
bery, arrives at the Glynn County Courthouse with Rev Al
Sharpton as the jury deliberates in the trial of the killers of Ah-
maud Arbery on Wednesday in Brunswick, Georgia. — AFP


