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BEIRUT: Three Lebanese judges have re-
signed over interference by politicians in the
work of the judiciary, including a probe into
last year’s Beirut blast, a judicial source said
yesterday. In a country where political leaders
determine judicial appointments, including in
top courts, there is little room for the judiciary
to work against Lebanon’s ruling elite. A probe
into last year’s monster port explosion has ex-
posed the extent of such interference, with top
officials mounting a complex web of court
challenges to obstruct the work of lead inves-
tigator Tarek Bitar.

On Wednesday three judges, all women,
handed in their resignation “to protest...political
interference in the work of the judiciary and the
undermining of decisions issued by judges and
courts,” the judicial source said. The head of the

country’s top court has yet to approve the res-
ignations and has called for the matter to be dis-
cussed in a meeting, the source added. The
resignations came after officials filed dozens of
lawsuits against Bitar as well as other judges
processing requests by lawmakers demanding
his removal.

Among those who resigned this week is a
judge who turned down a request by an official
to remove the investigator. She was conse-
quently hit with a review questioning the validity
of her decision. “The constant questioning of the
judiciary’s decisions is tarnishing its reputation,”
the same court official told AFP on condition of
anonymity. While it is the most prominent, the
Beirut blast case is not the only one to fall prey
to interference by political leaders.

A probe into charges of tax evasion and illicit

enrichment brought against central bank chief
Riad Salameh has also been paused over a law-
suit filed against lead investigator Jean Tannous.
Lebanon orders travel agents to stop advertising
Belarus Lebanon’s government yesterday or-
dered travel agents to stop promoting Belarus
as a destination in a bid to stem the flow of mi-
grants attempting to enter the European Union.
The move came in a circular published by the
national news agency and issued by Tourism
Minister Walid Nassar, who said it was aimed at
preventing Beirut from being used as a depar-
ture point.

Thousands of migrants - including from
Lebanon, Syria and Iraq - have been massing at
Belarus’ border with Poland, hoping to seek asy-
lum in the EU. The West accuses Belarus of cre-
ating the crisis by bringing in would-be migrants

and taking them to the border with promises of
an easy crossing into the bloc. “Some of those
nationals from Middle Eastern and African
countries who are hoping to emigrate are using
Rafic Hariri airport” in Beirut, Nassar said.

Belarus denies it engineered the crisis to
use as leverage against Western sanctions but
migrants have been caught in between, many
left stranded in the cold, forested border area.
For holders of the citizenships most repre-
sented among the migrants, visas to Belarus
have been easier to obtain than for most other
countries that have land borders with the EU.
Airport authorities in Lebanon had already put
a curb on some nationalities booking flights
with Belavia, a Belarusian airline whose num-
ber of flights from Beirut had conspicuously
increased recently.—AFP

Three Lebanese judges resign 
in protest over ‘interference’

Sudanese security 
forces fire teargas 
at anti-coup protests
KHARTOUM: Sudanese security forces fired tear gas yesterday
at thousands of protesters who rallied against a deal that saw the
prime minister reinstated after his ouster in a military coup last
month, witnesses said. Demonstrators in the capital, Khartoum,
chanted “the people want the downfall of the regime” while in the
capital’s twin city Omdurman others shouted “power to the people,
a civilian government is the people’s choice”. Security forces fired
tear gas to disperse protesters in Omdurman as well as in the cen-
tral state of North Kordofan and in North Darfur, witnesses said.

General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan seized power and detained
Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok on October 25, but after interna-
tional condemnation and mass protests he reinstated the premier
in a deal they signed on Sunday. “I initially went out to protest to
demand retribution for people killed after the coup, and now I am
protesting against the Burhan-Hamdok deal,” protester Soheir
Hamad told AFP in south Khartoum.

This deal “blocks the way toward a full civilian rule. We don’t
want the military to play a role in politics”, she said. Protests also
broke out in other states including Wad Madani, Kassala, and the
western Darfur region, according to witnesses. Pro-democracy ac-
tivists in Sudan have accused Hamdok of “betrayal” and vowed to
maintain pressure on the military-civilian authority.

Protest organisers have dubbed yesterday as “Martyr’s day”,
to pay tribute to the 42 people killed, according to medics, in the
deadly crackdown against anti-coup demonstrators.

Hamdok, who has been prime minister in the transitional gov-
ernment since the ouster of long-time autocratic ruler Omar al-
Bashir in 2019, as defended the deal. But protesters in North
Khartoum slammed him, chanting: “Burhan is dirty” and has been
“brought to power by Islamists”, connected to Bashir’s regime.

Ahead of Thursday’s protests, Hamdok met with senior police
officials and urged them to secure the protests. Volker Perthes, the
UN special envoy to Sudan who helped mediate between the mil-
itary and civilian factions after the coup, said Wednesday that the
rallies were “another test of credibility” of the agreement.—AFP

Thousands protest 
in Sudan against 
military takeover
KHARTOUM: Thousands of Sudanese protesters rallied yes-
terday against last month’s military power grab, rejecting an
agreement struck between the top general that saw the prime
minister reinstated, witnesses said. In Khartoum, demonstra-
tors chanted “the people want the downfall of the regime”. In
the capital’s twin city Omdurman others shouted “power to
the people, a civilian government is the people’s choice”.

General Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan seized power and de-
tained Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok on October 25, but
after international condemnation and mass protests he rein-
stated the premier on Sunday. But protest organizers in the
northeast African state have accused Hamdok of “treason”
and vowed to maintain pressure on the military-civilian au-
thority. Activists took to social media this week to call for
“Martyrs’ Day” demonstrations yesterday, in honor of the 42
protesters killed in the post-coup crackdown, according to
an updated toll from medics.

Hamdok, who has been prime minister in the transitional
government since the ouster of long-time autocratic ruler
Omar Al-Bashir in 2019, said Wednesday he had partnered
with the military in order to “stop the bloodshed” and to “not
squander the gains of the last two years”. Hamdok himself was
placed under house arrest after the putsch, which sparked a
wave of mass street protests that triggered a deadly crack-
down by security forces. The deal he signed with Burhan lays
down a “clear date” for Sudan’s first free elections in three
decades slated for July 2023, the premier said.

‘Test of credibility’ 
Twelve out of 17 ministers from a bloc calling for a purely

civilian government resigned on Monday, rejecting Hamdok’s
strategy of engaging with the military. Reserving their ire for
Burhan, protesters in North Khartoum chanted that “Burhan is
dirty”, and had been “brought to power by Islamists”, connected
to the old regime of Bashir. Ihsan Omar, a witness in Omdurman,
said he had witnessed some 500 people taking part in a rally.

Volker Perthes, the UN special envoy to Sudan who helped

mediate between the military and civilian factions after the
coup, said Wednesday that the rallies were “another test of
credibility” of the agreement. He urged authorities to allow
demonstrations to go ahead “without bloodshed or arbitrary
arrests”. Elsewhere in Sudan, in the western Darfur region, at
least 35 people were reported to have been killed in days of
fighting between herders with more than a thousand homes
set on fire, officials said yesterday.

The violence broke out on November 17 between armed
Arab herders in the rugged Jebel Moon mountains close to
the border with Chad, said Omar Abdelkarim, Sudan’s Human-
itarian Aid Commissioner in West Darfur state. Darfur was
ravaged by a civil war which erupted in 2003, that pitted eth-
nic minority rebels complaining of discrimination against the
Arab-dominated government of Bashir.

More than 300,000 people died and 2.5 million were dis-
placed, according to the UN. Bashir, who is wanted by the In-
ternational Criminal Court to face charges of genocide in
Darfur, was jailed in 2019 following mass protests against his
three-decade rule. While the main conflict in Darfur has sub-
sided, with a peace deal struck with key rebel groups last
year, the arid region has remained awash with weapons and
violence often erupts over land, access to agriculture or
water. —AFP

KHARTOUM: Sudanese protesters gather in the busy Jabra district of southern
Khartoum yesterday. Thousands of Sudanese protesters rallied against last
month’s military power grab, rejecting an agreement struck between the top
general that saw the prime minister reinstated, witnesses said.  —AFP


