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KANSAS CITY: L’Jarius Sneed #38 of the Kansas City Chiefs reacts after intercepting a pass during the fourth quarter of the game against the Green Bay Packers at Arrowhead Stadium on Sunday in Kansas City, Missouri. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Patrick Mahomes passed for 166 
yards and a touchdown as the Kansas City Chiefs 
outlasted the Aaron Rodgers-less Packers 13-7 on 
Sunday, snapping Green Bay’s seven-game win 
streak. The reigning NFC champion Chiefs took 
advantage of quarterback Rodgers being sidelined 
with COVID-19 to hand the Packers just their sec-
ond loss of the season. 

“I thought our defense did a nice job. We didn’t 
hold back,” Chiefs coach Andy Reid said. “Guys 
played hard and aggressive, and you’ve seen things 
happen when teams are favored. You have to bear 
down every week the best way you can.” 

Mahomes overcame a slow start and got support 
from his teammates, including Darrel Williams, who 
rushed for 70 yards on 19 carries, and Travis Kelce, 
who caught a first-quarter touchdown. 

“I feel like we’re close,” Mahomes said. “You can 
see drives here and there where we’re the team 
everybody knows and loves, but you have to con-
sistently do that throughout every single drive in a 
game. We’re just not executing.” 

Jordan Love, who struggled in his first NFL start 

against the Chiefs pass rush, passed for 190 yards, 
going 19 of 34 as Green Bay went just two-for-12 on 
third-down plays. “This falls on me,” said Packers 
coach Matt LaFleur. The Chiefs improved to 5-4 on 
the season. 

In other games, Baltimore Ravens’ Lamar 
Jackson proved once again that he is one of the 
greatest rushing quarterbacks of all time in a 34-31 
victory over the Minnesota Vikings. Jackson, who is 
in his fourth NFL season, delivered his 10th 100-
yard regular-season rushing game, which ties 
Michael Vick for quarterbacks. But including the 
playoffs, Jackson has 12, one more than Vick. 

“Of course I respect (Vick’s) game. That’s cool,” 
Jackson said. “I don’t know what to say.” Jackson 
passed for 266 yards, three touchdowns and two 
interceptions for the Ravens, who improved to 6-2 
on the season. He ran for 120 yards on 21 carries 
against the Vikings. 

 
Bills, Cowboys stunned 

The AFC East-leading Buffalo Bills and NFC East 
first-place Dallas Cowboys both suffered surprise 

losses after their offenses fizzled. Teddy 
Bridgewater threw for a touchdown and rushed for 
another to lift the visiting Denver Broncos to a 30-
16 win over the Cowboys. 

Matthew Wright kicked three field goals and 
the Jacksonville Jaguars’ stingy defense held the 
Bills’ top-ranked scoring offense in check to 
deliver a 9-6 upset. Bridgewater completed 19 of 
28 passes for 249 yards, including a 44-yard 
scoring pass to Tim Patrick early in the second 
quarter. 

Dallas’ Dak Prescott completed 19 of 39 pass-
es for 232 yards with two touchdowns and an 
interception in his return from a one-game 
absence because of a calf injury. “They beat us. 
It is something we will learn from,” said Prescott. 
“We got to start faster and play a cleaner game.” 

In Florida, Wright’s 21-yarder with 12:13 left in 
the game snapped a tie, and the Jaguars’ defense 
was rock-solid, sacking Buffalo quarterback Josh 
Allen four times. Allen’s fourth down pass to 
Stefon Diggs with 62 seconds left fell short, and 
Jacksonville ran out the clock. 

Allen completed 31 of 47 passes for 264 yards 
and tossed two interceptions. He wasn’t even the 
best player on the field with that name. Jaguars’ 
defensive end, also named Josh Allen, was the 
better of the two with eight tackles, a sack and 
an interception. 

In California, James Conner ran for 96 yards 
and two scores and had five receptions for 77 
yards and another touchdown, and the Arizona 
Cardinals beat the San Francisco 49ers 31-17. 
Colt McCoy was 22-of-26 passing for 249 yards 
and a touchdown in place of the injured Kyler 
Murray, and Eno Benjamin ran for a touchdown 
as the Cardinals improved to 8-1 on the season. 

In the late game, Tennessee’s Kevin Byard 
returned a Matthew Stafford interception 24 
yards for a touchdown as the Titans surprised 
the Los Angeles Rams 28-16 in a clash between 
the conference co-leaders . Ryan Tannehi l l 
passed for 143 yards and a touchdown and 
rushed for another score for the Titans, who 
improved to 7-2 despite missing injured running 
back Derrick Henry. — AFP 

Mahomes guides Chiefs 
past Rodgers-less Packers 

LOS ANGELES: Kevin Durant scored 31 
points to post his 10th consecutive game of 
20 or more points, as the Brooklyn Nets 
routed the host Toronto Raptors 116-103 on 
Sunday. Durant also had seven rebounds 
and seven assists, as Brooklyn won their 
fifth straight game in front of a crowd of 
19,800 at Scotiabank Arena. “Like we said 
since day one, he’s been unbelievable this 
season at both ends of the floor, rebound-
ing, scoring, facilitating,” said Nets coach 
Steve Nash. 

Durant was playing in Canada for the first 
time since tearing his left Achilles tendon 
while playing for the Golden State Warriors 
in the 2019 NBA finals. “The last time I was 
here was one of my lowest moments as a 
basketball player,” Durant said. 

James Harden added 28 points, 10 
rebounds and eight assists, Blake Griffin had 
14 points and 11 rebounds, and Patty Mills 
came off the bench to score 13 points in the 
win. “When he’s at that level, he makes us 
go,” Griffin said of Harden, who scored 16 of 
his 28 in the fourth quarter. “We, as a team, 
can go to a different level.” 

Fred VanVleet had 21 points and eight 
assists for the Raptors, who have lost two in 
a row. OG Anunoby added 16 points, Gary 
Trent had 14 and Precious Achiuwa scored 
13 points. Raptors forward Pascal Siakam, in 
his first game of the season after recovering 
from shoulder surgery, scored 15 points in 
25 minutes of playing time. 

Nash, of Victoria, British Columbia, 
earned his first victory in his home country 
as a head coach. “That means a lot,” Nash 
said. “This is a very special place for me. 
Not only Canada, but Toronto. “I’ve spent so 
much of my time here, I have so many close 
friends, relationships and memories in this 
city. For me, this is definitely a sweet win.” 

Elsewhere, Bradley Beal  scored 30 
points , and the Washington Wizards 
defeated the visiting Milwaukee Bucks 
101-94, sending the reigning NBA champi-

ons to their fifth loss in the last six games. 
Giannis Antetokounmpo led the struggling 
Bucks with 29 points and 18 rebounds in 
the first game of a five-game road swing. 
Grayson Allen added 19 points for the 

Bucks. In New York, Ricky Rubio nailed 
eight three-pointers and finished with 37 
points and 10 assists to lead the Cleveland 
Cavaliers to a 126-109 win over the New 
York Knicks.  —AFP

Durant guides red-hot Nets past Raptors

TORONTO: Kevin Durant #7 of the Brooklyn Nets drives on Fred VanVleet #23 of the Toronto 
Raptors during the first half of their NBA game at Scotiabank Arena on Sunday in Toronto, 
Canada. — AFP

MADRID: Xavi Hernandez was 
unveiled as Barcelona’s new coach 
yesterday as thousands of fans wel-
comed the debt-ridden club’s leg-
endary former midfielder back to 
Camp Nou. Xavi walked out to chants 
of “Xavi, Xavi” before signing his con-
tract on the pitch, alongside his family 
and Barca president Joan Laporta. 

“I don’t want to get too emotional 
so I will just tell you one thing — we 
are the best club in the world,” Xavi 
told the crowd of around 10,000 fans. 
“And we will work to the highest stan-
dards to have success. We cannot 
accept defeats or draws, we have to 
win every game.” Laporta said: 
“Today will be an historic day for 
Barca.” Xavi is the first Barca coach to 
be presented on the pitch in front of 
fans at the 99,000-capacity stadium, 
with the routine usually only reserved 
for the club’s biggest signings. 

The return of the 41-year-old as 
coach, six years after he left Barcelona 
to play in Qatar, has generated huge 
excitement and raised hopes the club 
can begin a return to Europe’s elite. 
Barca sit ninth in La Liga, with the 
club grappling with debts of more 
than a billion euros. They have not 
been European champions since 2015. 

Xavi’s appointment was confirmed 
in the early hours of Saturday and he 
flew out of Doha a few hours later, 
before watching Barcelona at a dis-
tance as they threw away a three-goal 
lead away at Celta Vigo to draw 3-3. 
He then attended in person to watch 
the club’s youngsters as Barca B beat 
Sevilla B at the Johan Cruyff Stadium 
on Saturday evening. 

Xavi’s first training session in 
charge will be today, although the 
squad is depleted by injuries and 
absentees away on international duty. 
Barcelona’s first game with Xavi in the 
dug-out will be at home to local rivals 
Espanyol on November 20. 

After playing 767 games for 
Barcelona, Xavi left to play for Al 
Sadd in Qatar in 2015 before taking 
over as the team’s coach four years 
later. He is widely considered one of 
the Barca’s greatest ever players, hav-
ing won eight La Liga titles and four 
Champions Leagues, as well as the 
World Cup and two European 
Championships with Spain. — AFP

Xavi unveiled as Barcelona 
coach to fans at Camp Nou

BARCELONA: Newly-appointed FC 
Barcelona’s Spanish coach Xavi 
Hernandez (right), flanked by FC 
Barcelona’s Spanish president Joan 
Laporta, poses with his jersey during the 
presentation ceremony at the Camp Nou 
stadium in Barcelona yesterday. — AFP


