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Rappers Travis Scott and Drake have
been sued for having “incited may-
hem” after eight people were killed

and dozens injured in a crush during a
Texas concert, the law firm confirmed on
Sunday. Texas firm Thomas J. Henry Law
on Sunday tweeted a story published by
the Daily Mail on the suit, confirming it had
filed “one of the first lawsuits in Travis
Scott Astroworld Festival tragedy.” The
plaintiff is 23-year-old concertgoer Kristian
Paredes, who was one of those “severely
injured” at the concert on the night of
November 5.

Around 50,000 people were in the audi-
ence at Houston’s NRG Park when the
crowd started pushing toward the stage as
Scott was performing, triggering chaotic
scenes. Texas-resident Paredes, who is
also suing concert organizers Live Nation
and the venue, “felt an immediate push” at
the front of the general admission section

as Travis Scott got on stage, the complaint
said. “The crowd became chaotic and a
stampede began,” it went on. “Many
begged security guards hired by Live

Nation Entertainment for help, but were
ignored.”

The suit, filed in Houston’s Harris
County court, claims Scott “had incited
mayhem and chaos at prior events” and
that “defendants knew or should have
known of (Scott’s) prior conduct.” The suit
also accuses Canadian rap superstar
Drake, who joined Scott’s headline set, of
contributing to causing the surge toward
the stage. “As Drake came onstage along-
side of Travis Scott he helped incite the
crowd even though he knew of Travis
Scott’s prior conduct,” the complaint
charges. He continued to perform even as
the “crowd became out of control” and the
“crowd mayhem continued,” it added.

Struggle to breathe 
High-profile attorney Ben Crump

announced Sunday he had also filed suit
against Scott and Astroworld. Crump spe-

cializes in civil rights and personal injury,
and has represented clients including the
families of victims of police violence
George Floyd and Breonna Taylor. He and
co-counsel Bob Hilliard filed suit Sunday
on behalf of 21-year-old concertgoer Noah
Gutierrez, who described “a scene of
chaos and desperation.” The lawyers said
they expected to file suit on behalf of other
concertgoers during the week.

“We are hearing horrific accounts of the
terror and helplessness people experi-
enced-the horror of a crushing crowd and
the awful trauma of watching people die
while trying unsuccessfully to save them,”
Crump and Hilliard said in the statement.
“We urge others who suffered physical or
emotional injury or witnessed the events of
that day to contact us.” Survivors of the
incident described chaotic scenes of peo-
ple squeezed up against one another, with
many struggling to breathe.

Scott, who launched the Astroworld
music festival in 2018, reportedly halted
his act several times when he saw fans in
distress near the stage. Authorities in
Texas have opened a criminal investiga-
tion into the tragedy, involving both homi-
cide and narcotics detectives, Houston
Police Chief Troy Finner told reporters on
Saturday. Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner
said authorities were looking at video
footage and talking to witnesses, concert
organizers and people who were hospital-
ized. He told reporters on Saturday that
the eight people killed were aged from 14
to 27, with one person’s age unknown.
The chaos also resulted in 25 people
being transported to the hospital and more
than 300 people being treated on the
scene for minor injuries.-AFP 

Personal items belonging to the late Amy Winehouse on display.The dress worn by the late Amy Winehouse during her final performance on display at Julien’s
Auctions in Beverly Hills, California. — AFP photos

This combination of file pictures shows (left)
US rapper Travis Scott arriving for the 2021
MTV Video Music Awards at Barclays Center
and (right) US rapper Drake attending the Los
Angeles premiere of the new HBO series
‘Euphoria’.—AFP  

Hannah Longoria attends a makeshift memorial at the NRG Park grounds where eight people died in a crowd surge at the
Astroworld Festival in Houston, Texas.

This file photo shows Travis Scott performing during the Astroworld Festival at NRG Stadium in Houston, Texas.

Amy Winehouse’s
last concert dress
sells for $243,200

The dress singer Amy Winehouse
wore for her final performance sold
Sunday for $243,200, 16 times its

estimated value, as part of a trove of
memorabilia from the late diva’s life auc-
tioned in California. Winehouse wore the
green and black bamboo print dress at a
concert in Belgrade in 2011. A month later,
on July 23, she died from acute alcohol
poisoning. She was 27. Her death was the
culmination of a lengthy-and often very
public-struggle with alcohol and drugs.
The dress was the highlight of an 800-item
collection of personal effects, ranging from
bras and DVDs to books and make-up
that were sold by Winehouse’s parents,
Mitch and Janis.

The entire collection brought in $4 mil-

lion, twice the original forecast, according
to auction house Julien’s, which managed
the sale that ran from Saturday to Sunday.
“Of course, there are fans and museums

and collectors all over the world that will
want to own some of these items, care for
them, show them at museums, keep her
legacy and her memory alive and at the

same time raise some money for the foun-
dation,” Martin Nolan of Julien’s said
ahead of the auction.

The proceeds will go to the Amy
Winehouse Foundation, which supports
vulnerable young adults struggling with
addiction. “All of these dresses represent
Amy-fantastic musician, songwriter, but
also a fashion icon,” Nolan said. Multi-
Grammy-winning Winehouse, whose
seminal and soulful 2006 album “Back to
Black,” is counted as a modern classic,
often spoke of her personal experiences
battling alcohol and drug addiction.
Another highlight of the sale was the
heart-shaped handbag custom-made by
Moschino that Winehouse used at the
2007 Brit Awards, which sold for
$204,800.

Many of the other dresses she wore in
performances sold for between $12,500
and $150,000. The 400-plus-page cata-
logue put together by Julien’s was a walk-
through of the singer’s influences and
career, but also her distinctive retro style
that made her a fashion icon. — AFP

Marvel’s new superhero film
“Eternals” took in an estimated
$71 million this weekend to top

the North American box office, a strong
pandemic-era opening if a bit below
expectations, industry watcher Exhibitor
Relations said Sunday. Written and
directed by Chloe Zhao, fresh off her
best-director Oscar win for “Nomadland,”
the film faced some of the worst reviews
of any Marvel film-the only one to draw a
“rotten” rating on Rotten Tomatoes-but
has fared well overseas, taking in an
impressive $91 million.

Led by actors Angelina Jolie, Salma
Hayek, Richard Madden and Gemma
Chan, “Eternals” tells the tale of an immor-
tal race of aliens who emerge from several
millennia in hiding to save the Earth from
the evil Deviants. With “Eternals” gobbling
up the biggest chunk of box office pie for
the Friday-through-Sunday period, previ-
ous leader “Dune” dropped to a very dis-
tant second place, at $7.6 million. The
Warner Bros sci-fi thriller, based on the
classic Frank Herbert opus, stars
Timothee Chalamet, Rebecca Ferguson,
Zendaya and Oscar Isaac. It follows a
family in the distant future fighting for sur-
vival on a desert planet plagued by mon-
strous sandworms.

United Artist’s James Bond film “No
Time to Die” again placed third, at $6.2
million. The studio says it is Daniel Craig’s
last time playing the suave spy. It will be
offered on digital platforms starting
Tuesday, a quick turnaround after its
October 8 release. Sony superhero film
“Venom: Let There Be Carnage,” moved
up a place this weekend, to fourth spot,
taking in $4.5 million. Its domestic total is
now close to $200 million. And in fifth was
20th Century’s computer-animated sci-fi
comedy “Ron’s Gone Wrong,” at $3.6 mil-
lion. Its voice cast includes Zach
Galifianakis, Ed Helms and Olivia Colman.
Rounding out the top 10 were:
“The French Dispatch” ($2.6 million)
“Halloween Kills” ($2.4 million)
“Spencer” ($2.1 million)
“Antlers” ($2 million)
“Last Night in Soho” ($1.8 million) — AFP 

For the first time, three prison inmates
in Tunisia were allowed a brief taste
of freedom for the sake of art. The

prestigious Carthage Film Festival offered
the prisoners the chance to briefly escape
confinement-under police supervision-to
help make a documentary about the festi-
val. “To be free, even for a while-nothing is
more beautiful,” said one of the inmates,
who gave his name as Nemss. The trio
were chosen due to their “good behavior,

but also their audiovisual gifts”, said Tarek
Fanni, the head of cultural programs at the
prison authorities. “It’s an important means
of reintegration,” Fani said. The idea was
the result of a collaboration between the
film festival, the World Organization
Against Torture (OMCT) and the North
African nation’s prison authority.

Nemss, 30, who has already spent
one-third of his life in prison and has five
more years left to serve, said leaving the
confines of jail was a major event. “After
this moment of happiness, I ask myself
how I will return to the prison,” Nemss
said. The three inmates had already
undergone eight months of training at a
club in their prison in Mahdia city, on
Tunisia’s eastern coast.

‘Feel free’ 
The training “had a very positive effect

on the behavior of the inmates”, the

deputy head of Mahdia Prison, Colonel
Hamdi Halila, told AFP. “We would like to
expand it to all prison establishments,” he
added. Similarly excited was “T”, 30, a
former architecture student who was
arrested for drugs leaving the same festi-

val in 2016. “All the key moments of my
life seem to have to do with the Carthage
Film Festival,” he said, smiling. “This out-
ing gives us the impression of leading a
normal life.”—AFP
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