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After more than a year, in-person
auctions return to New York this
week with the sale of the Macklowe

collection-the world’s most expensive to
hit the market. At auction houses
Christie’s and Sotheby’s, the message is
the same: the art market is thriving. With
sales starting November 15 estimated to
bring in more than $1 billion in a week,
“this is our largest sale season... since
2015,” a record year, said Brooke
Lampley at Sotheby’s.

“Throughout the pandemic, there was
great demand from our buyers, who
weren’t experiencing the same level of
supply as they were accustomed to,” she
told AFP. Experts say the pandemic has
not negatively impacted the funds nor
appetite of potential buyers, who are
increasingly in Asia and younger than
their predecessors. For the first half of
2021, when it saw sales increase by 13
percent compared to 2019, Christie’s not-
ed that 30 percent of its buyers were new
clients, and 31 percent of those were mil-
lennials.

“A lot of people are looking at their
walls, thinking about the art they want to
add to their collection, because they’re
spending so much more time in their
homes,” said Emily Kaplan at Christie’s,
which resumes in-person auctions today.

$600 million collection 
In September, Sotheby’s won the

rights to sell the Macklowe collection, the
subject of a legal dispute following the
high-profile divorce of New York real
estate developer Harry Macklowe and his
ex-wife Linda in 2018. The auction house

is billing the pieces, worth $600 million, as
the largest collection of modern and con-
temporary art ever put on the market.

Of the 65 pieces, 35 will go under the
hammer on November 15 with an estimat-
ed value of $400 million. The rest will go
on sale in 2022. Highlights include Alberto
Giacometti’s “The Nose”, a suspended
bronze the sculptor began working on in
1947, and Mark Rothko’s minimalist paint-
ing “No. 7”. Both are estimated to be
worth $70-90 million. The collection
includes Andy Warhol’s “Nine Marilyns”
(worth $40-60 million) and “Sixteen
Jackies” (worth $15-20 million) — as well
as several pieces by living artists, such as

Jeff Koons, Rudolf Stingel, Wade Guyton
and Tauba Auerbach.

“There’s incredible demand for con-
temporary art by artists practicing today,”
said Lampley. At Sotheby’s, the evening
of November 18 will be dedicated to the
sale of works from the last 20 years,
including two Banksy works estimated to
be worth several million dollars each.

Digital element 
Christie’s auction season begins today

with a 21st-century sale, focusing on solid
bets such as Banksy works, but also a
monumental painting by Jean-Michel
Basquiat, “The Guilt of Gold Teeth”, which

he completed in 1982 during one of his
stays in Modena, Italy during his meteoric
rise. The painting, which depicts a voodoo
figure surrounded by graffiti and numbers,
is estimated at $40-80 million. Digital artist
Beeple’s sculpture “Human One” depicts
a helmet-wearing astronaut walking
through a changing environment. The
piece can be modified remotely by the
artist at any time, even once installed in
the buyer’s house.

On Thursday, Christie’s will auction a
collection of Impressionist pieces assem-
bled by Texas businessman Ed Cox, a
wealthy Republican Party donor who died
in 2020. The collection includes one piece

each from masters such as Edgar Degas,
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Claude Monet,
Camille Pissarro, Paul Cezanne and
Gustave Caillebotte, as well as three
paintings from Vincent Van Gogh. A sales
record for Frida Kahlo could be broken at
Sotheby’s, which will auction off her self-
portrait “Diego y yo”-valued at $30 million.
The auction house will also sell a rare orig-
inal copy of the US Constitution, signed on
September 17, 1787 in Philadelphia
(worth $15-20 million). — AFP

Amountain of discarded clothing
including Christmas sweaters and
ski boots cuts a strange sight in

Chile’s Atacama, the driest desert in the
world, which is increasingly suffering from
pollution created by fast fashion. The
social impact of rampant consumerism in
the clothing industry-such as child labor in
factories or derisory wages-is well-known,
but the disastrous effect on the environ-
ment is less publicized.

Chile has long been a hub of second-
hand and unsold clothing, made in China
or Bangladesh and passing through
Europe, Asia or the United States before
arriving in Chile, where it is resold around
Latin America. Some 59,000 tons of cloth-
ing arrive each year at the Iquique port in
the Alto Hospicio free zone in northern
Chile. Clothing merchants from the capital
Santiago, 1,800 kilometers (1,100 miles)
to the south, buy some, while much is
smuggled out to other Latin American
countries. But at least 39,000 tons that
cannot be sold end up in rubbish dumps
in the desert.

“This clothing arrives from all over the
world,” Alex Carreno, a former employee
in the port’s import area, told AFP. “What
is not sold to Santiago nor sent to other
countries stays in the free zone” as no

one pays the necessary tariffs to take it
away. “The problem is that the clothing is
not biodegradable and has chemical prod-
ucts, so it is not accepted in the municipal
landfills,” said Franklin Zepeda, the
founder of EcoFibra, a company that
makes insulation panels using discarded
clothing. “I wanted to stop being the prob-
lem and start being the solution,” he told
AFP about the firm he created in 2018.

Water waste 
According to a 2019 UN report, global

clothing production doubled between
2000 and 2014, and the industry is
“responsible for 20 percent of total water
waste on a global level.” To make a single
pair of jeans requires 7,500 liters (2,000
gallons) of water. The same report said
that clothing and footwear manufacturing
contributes eight percent of global green-
house gases, and that “every second, an
amount of textiles equivalent to a garbage
truck is buried or burnt.”

Whether the clothing piles are left out
in the open or buried underground, they
pollute the environment, releasing pollu-
tants into the air or underground water

channels. Clothing, either synthetic or
treated with chemicals, can take 200
years to biodegrade and is as toxic as dis-
carded tires or plastics.

Not all the clothing goes to waste:
some of the poorest people from this
region of 300,000 inhabitants pick through
the dumps to find things they need or can
sell in their local neighborhood.
Venezuelan migrants Sofia and Jenny,
who crossed into Chile only a few days
earlier on a 350-kilometer journey, search
through a clothing pile as their babies
crawl over it. The women are looking for
“things for the cold,” given the desert’s
nighttime temperatures drop to levels
unheard of in their tropical homeland.

Changing attitudes 
Chile, the richest country in South

America, is known for the voracious con-
sumerism of its inhabitants. Fast fashion
advertising “has helped to convince us
that clothing makes us more attractive,
that it makes us stylish and even cures
our anxiety,” said Monica Zarini, who
makes lamp shades, notebooks, contain-
ers and bags from recycled clothing.

Things are changing, though, accord-
ing to Rosario Hevia, who opened a store
to recycle children’s clothes before found-
ing in 2019 Ecocitex, a company that cre-
ates yarn from pieces of discarded textiles
and clothing in a poor state. The process
uses neither water nor chemicals. “For
many years we consumed, and no one
seemed to care that more and more tex-
tile waste was being generated,” she said.
“But now, people are starting to question
themselves.”— AFP

Astronaut
becomes first
Chinese woman
to spacewalk

Astronaut Wang Yaping became the
first Chinese woman to walk in
space, authorities said yesterday,

as her team completed a six-hour stint
outside the Tiangong space station as
part of its ongoing construction. Tiangong-
meaning “heavenly palace”-is the latest
achievement in China’s drive to become a
major space power, after landing a rover
on Mars and sending probes to the Moon.
Its core module entered orbit earlier this
year, with the station expected to be oper-
ational by 2022.

Wang and her colleague Zhai Zhigang
stepped out of the module on Sunday
night-waving to the camera while tethered
to the outside of the station-and installed
a suspension device and transfer connec-
tors. “This marks the first extravehicular
activity of the Shenzhou-13 crew, and it is
also the first in China’s space history
involving the participation of a woman
astronaut,” said the China Manned Space
Agency in a statement early Monday.

“The whole process was smooth and
successful,” the agency added, declaring
it finished. Tiangong is expected to oper-

ate for at least 10 years, and the three
astronauts are the second group to stay
there. Wang is the first woman to visit.
Mission commander Zhai is a former fight-
er pilot who performed China’s first space-
walk in 2008.

Sunday’s operation came just weeks
after Wang, Zhai and third team member
Ye Guangfu blasted off from the Jiuquan
launch center in northwestern China’s
Gobi desert. Ye, who stayed inside during
the walk to support his crewmates, is a
People’s Liberation Army pilot. Their work
involves setting up equipment and testing
technology for future construction, with at
least one more spacewalk planned. The
team is expected to spend six months at
the station. The previous record-breaking
crew, who made the first mission to
Tiangong, returned to Earth in September
after spending three months there. — AFP

A painting by Pablo Picasso entitled ‘Mousquetaire a la pipe II’ is displayed at Christie’s
auction house in New York. — AFP photos

A painting by Jean-Michel Basquiat entitled ‘ the Guit of Gold Teeth’ is displayed. Art handlers hang Andy Warhol’s ‘Nine Marylins’.

Art handlers hang Mark Rothko’s ‘No. 7’, part of The
Macklowe Collection.

An art handler adjusts Frida Kahlo’s final “Bust” Self-Portrait ‘Diego y yo” (Diego and I) at
Sotheby’s.

This screen grab made from video released by Chinese state broadcaster CCTV shows Chinese
astronaut Zhai Zhigang stepping outside China’s Tiangong space station in orbit around Earth on
November. — AFP photos

Women search for used clothes amid tons discarded in the Atacama
desert, in Alto Hospicio, Iquique, Chile. — AFP photos

Workers rip metal buttons off used clothes to make ecologic yarn at the facto-
ry of Ecotex in Santiago. In this file photo Chinese astronaut Wang

Yaping, member of the second crew for China’s
new space station, salutes during a briefing
the day before the launch at the Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Centre in the Gobi desert, in
northwest China.

View of ecologic yarns made of used clothes, at
the Ecotex factory.


