
GLASGOW: The COP26 climate talks resuming yes-
terday have so far unfolded on parallel planes, with
high-level announcements stage-managed by host
country Britain during week one riding roughshod
over a laborious UN process built on consensus
among nearly 200 countries. A dizzying blitz of
pledges to curb methane emissions, phase out coal-
fired power, stop overseas fossil fuel financing, and
halt deforestation would appear to have moved the
dial towards the Paris Agreement’s most ambitious
goal of capping global warming at 1.5 degrees above
pre-industrial levels.

With a rise of 1.1C to date, storms, heatwaves and
floods have become more frequent, intense and dead-
ly. An International Energy Agency (IEA) tally of the
commitments, along with one by India to boost
renewables and reach net zero by 2070, found they
would hold warming to 1.8C - not good enough, but
way better than the “catastrophic” 2.7C projected by
the UN just last month. US special envoy John Kerry,
a 30-year veteran of climate geopolitics, said he “had
never counted as many initiatives and as much money
- real money - being put on the table.”

But not everyone was equally impressed. On the

streets, climate activist Greta Thunberg, leading a
global protest march on Saturday, branded COP26 a
“failure” and an exercise in greenwashing. Several of
the marquee pledges last week, while still significant,
were considerably less that meets the eye, analysts
pointed out. “We’ve run the numbers - the IEA sce-
nario still leaves an enormous emissions gap in 2030,”
researchers at Climate Analytics reported, highlight-
ing the need to slash global emissions nearly in half
within a decade to keep 1.5C within view.

Many frontline negotiators were not happy either.
“This first week is a disappointment,” said Ahmadou

Sebory Toure, chair of the G77-plus-China group, a
negotiating bloc of more than 130 poor and develop-
ing countries, the largest in the UN climate forum.
“Most of our concerns are not truly or effectively
being taken into account,” the Guinean diplomat told
AFP in an interview. Toure lambasted the failure of
rich nations to cough up $100 billion a year by 2020 -
a pledge first made in 2009, and now postponed to
2023 - to help vulnerable nations decarbonise their
economies and cope with climate impacts. “After the
sub-prime crisis in 2008, the US mobilised $8 trillion
- and that was just for one country,” he said. — AFP 
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News in brief

Ortega wins new term 

MANAGUA: Daniel Ortega won a fourth
consecutive presidential term yesterday in
elections denounced by the United States as
a “sham,” with the long-term Nicaraguan
leader deriding his opponents-most of them
jailed or in exile-as “terrorists.” With ballots
in 49 percent of polling stations counted,
Ortega had 75 percent of votes, according
to official partial results from the country’s
Supreme Electoral Council . With seven
would-be presidential challengers detained
since June, the 75-year-old was assured a
fourth consecutive five-year term-his fifth
overall. The five contenders he did face have
been dismissed by critics as regime loyalists.
Late on Sunday night, some of Ortega’s fol-
lowers began to celebrate on the streets of
the capital Managua even before the final
result. “Yes we did it, Daniel, Daniel!” they
shouted in several neighborhoods as fire-
works went off. — AFP 

Ethiopia rebels ‘near capital’

NAIROBI: A rebel leader fighting Ethiopia’s
government says his troops are near the capi-
tal and preparing another attack, predicting
the war would end “very soon” as diplomats
rush to negotiate a ceasefire. Jaal Marroo,
commander of the Oromo Liberation Army
(OLA), warned Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
that pro-government fighters were defecting
and the rebels were very close to victory.
“What I am sure (of) is that it is going to end
very soon,” Jaal, whose real name is Kumsa
Diriba, told AFP in an interview Sunday. “We
are preparing to push for another launch, and
for another attack. The government is just try-
ing to buy time, and they are trying to insti-
gate civil war in this country, so they are call-
ing for the nation to fight.”— AFP 

Relief as migrants disembark 

TRAPANI: More than 800 migrants who
were plucked to safety in the Mediterranean
disembarked from a charity rescue vessel in
Sicily on Sunday, with most set to be trans-
ferred to two waiting quarantine ships. Red
Cross workers helped the migrants-some
wrapped in blankets, many barefoot-off the
Sea Eye 4, which had begged Italy to allow
it to dock after carrying out multiple rescue
operations. Save the Children staff said they
had been told there were around 170 minors
aboard, but it was not yet clear how many
were travelling with families and how many
were unaccompanied. Some of the migrants
raised their arms in celebration and cheered
as the red ship pul led into the port of
Trapani in western Sicily. Others sat with
their legs dangling over the side, looking
tired and drawn. — AFP 

Christchurch mosque murderer 

CHRISTCHURCH: The Christchurch
mosque attacker is considering appealing
his unprecedented whole-of-life jail term,
arguing guilty pleas made in the wake of the
2019 shootings were obtained under duress,
his lawyer said yesterday. Self-proclaimed
white supremacist Brenton Tarrant pleaded
guilty to 51 charges of murder, 40 of
attempted murder and one of terrorism last
year. He was sentenced to life imprisonment
without the possibility of parole, the first
time a whole-life term has been handed
down in New Zealand. Tarrant did not offer
a defense at the time but his lawyer Tony
Ellis said the Australian national was ques-
tioning his decision to plead guilty. Ellis said
the gunman, 31, had told him the pleas were
entered under duress because he was sub-
ject to “inhuman and degrading treatment”
while being held on remand. — AFP 

ECOWAS hardens stance 

ACCRA: The West African regional grouping
ECOWAS on Sunday hardened its stance
against military-ruled Mali and Guinea,
imposing new individual sanctions and calling
on both countries to honor timetables for a
return to democracy. The Economic
Community of West African States “has
decided to sanction all those implicated in the
delay” in organizing elections set for February
27 in Mali, ECOWAS Commission President
Jean-Claude Kassi Brou told AFP after a sum-
mit of the 15-nation group in the Ghanaian
capital Accra. He said Mali had “officially
written” to Ghanaian President Nana Akufo-
Addo, who holds the rotating presidency of
ECOWAS, to inform him that the Sahel coun-
try could not hold elections as planned. “All
the transition authorities are concerned by the
sanctions which will take immediate effect,”
Brou said, adding that they included travel
bans and assets freezes. —AFP 

GLASGOW: Members of climate action protest group Scientist Rebellion hold signs during a demonstration on the
sidelines of the COP26 UN Climate Change Summit yesterday. — AFP 

CHICAGO: Michael Thompson, a 47-
year-old executive recruiter from
Illinois, expects his former wife to
take him to court over vaccinating
their two children against COVID-19.
He doesn’t trust the vaccine for chil-
dren, but she wants to follow US
health guidelines and have their eight-
year-old and 10-year-old inoculated.
It is a clash repeated among separat-
ed families across the United States,
where widespread vaccine hesitancy
has thwarted efforts to end the pan-
demic despite injections being free
and easily available. “I’m vaccinated,
but I don’t feel the need for my kids to
get the vaccine until it’s been proven
more,” Thompson told AFP. “We don’t
know the long-term effects for kids.”

Thompson says this week’s deci-
sion by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) to
approve the Pfizer vaccine for chil-
dren aged five and over appeared
rushed. And he is ready for a costly
fight against his ex-spouse. “She’s
pushing back against me and will like-

ly take me to court, which will cost me
between $5,000 and $10,000. But to
me it’s worth it,” he said. “I’m skeptical
(of the vaccine) because it involves
my kids. I think I’d be an irresponsible
parent if I wasn’t.”

Divorce and litigation
Family attorneys say the CDC deci-

sion has opened the floodgates for
divorce and litigation. For Sarah Stark,
a 52-year-old divorced therapist from
St Charles, Illinois, approval of vac-
cines for children is a major relief. Her
10-year-old daughter Shayna has
been homeschooling for the last two
years because a history of strokes and
a blood clotting disorder puts her at
higher risk.

And even though her ex-husband
is against getting their daughter vac-
cinated, Stark is able to because she
has sole custody and is responsible
for medical decisions. “He doesn’t
think the vaccine is a great idea but
luckily it’s not his decision to make,”
Stark said. For many divorcees, things

are not as clear cut. Family law varies
state by state, and many parents share
custody and medical decisions-creat-
ing a scenario that often must be
decided by a judge.

“We saw a few disputes over the
vaccines for 12-year-olds, but I think
we should expect to see a lot of bat-
tles regarding the younger kids

because custody battles are usually
about younger children,” said Holly
Davis, a family law attorney with
Texas-based firm Kirker Davis. Davis
added that currently about 20 percent
of her cases involve vaccination dis-
putes, but she expected that number
to increase now that younger kids can
be given shots.  — AFP 

DENVER: Tyler Holm-Denoma, 5, left, waits for National Jewish Health registered
nurse Emily Cole to give him a pediatric COVID-19 vaccine in Denver, Colorado. —AFP 

US conservatives 
take culture wars 
to classrooms
TEXAS: Conservatives in Texas and several other
states have declared war on the teaching of books
aimed at sensitizing students to racism and gender
identity issues, saying they wrongly inflict feelings of
guilt on white and non-LGBTQ students. In one
direct result of the campaign, a school district west of
Houston last month temporarily withdrew copies of a
book that explains the unintentional “micro-aggres-
sions” an African-American child suffers because of
the color of his or her skin.

“New Kid” by Jerry Craft is just one of 850 books
being examined by a Texas legislative committee
examining how books used in the schools deal with
institutional racism and sexism. Committee head Matt
Krause has asked every school district in the state to
send him a list cataloging how many of each of the
books they possess, where they are located and how
much they spent for them.

Divisive debates over the acceptability of books
and of certain teachings have sprung up in some 15
states, primarily in the South, sparking unusually
angry confrontations in local school board meetings.
They “will pop up everywhere in the future, especially
in urban areas where there is a conservative push at
the state level but where local politics tend to be more
Democratic,” Brandon Rottinghaus, a political science
professor at the University of Houston, told AFP.

‘Witch hunt’
Far away, on the east coast, the newly elected

Republican governor of Virginia, Glenn Youngkin,
appears to have drawn votes with his promise that
parents will always have a say on the books being
taught in the schools. His campaign drew nationwide
attention with an ad in which a Virginia woman says
she was shocked to learn her son had suffered night-
mares after his high school English class read
“Beloved,” a Pulitzer-winning historical novel by
Black author Toni Morrison.

“Beloved” tells the rending story, based on an
actual incident, of an escaped slave who kills her

infant child rather than have it seized by marshals and
returned to slavery. Conservatives have also lodged
angry protests against the teaching of “critical race
theory,” an academic approach to studying ways in
which racism infuses US legal systems and institutions
in often subtle ways. Protests broadly targeting so-
called “woke” culture - a term used to describe
awareness of race- or gender-based injustices - have
led to the banning of books seen to include racial
stereotypes.

The Texas Library Association has pushed back
against what it called “a substantial increase in cen-
sorship activity in Texas.” “A parent has the right to
determine what is best for their child,” the group says
on its website, but “not what is best for every child.”
And the Texas State Teachers Association has
denounced what it called a “witch hunt,” following
passage by the state legislature of a law that sets spe-
cific guidelines for the teaching of racial and sexual
inequalities.

In the Spring Branch school district in Texas, the
graphic novel “The Breakaways” - which features a
character born as a girl but who feels like a boy - has
been withdrawn and added to Krause’s list of 850
questionable books following complaints from par-
ents. For the book’s author, Cathy G Johnson, “Book
banning serves as a media distraction from the real
harm politicians like Matt Krause perpetuate.” She
noted that Equality Texas, which advocates for gay,
lesbian and transgender causes, considers Krause “a
prolific author of anti-LGBTQ legislation.” — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The dome of the US Capitol is seen
reflected on a car door in Washington, DC. —AFP 

Vax the kids? A bitter 
dispute for separated couples

US court to weigh 
FBI surveillance 
of a mosque
WASHINGTON: The US Supreme Court will
take up a case involving three Muslim men in
California who say they were surveilled at their
mosque by the FBI after the September 11, 2001
attacks based solely on their religion. The three
men - Yassir Fazaga, imam of the Orange
County Islamic Foundation, along with Ali Uddin
Malik and Yasser Abdelrahim - say the FBI sent
a confidential informant to several mosques in
the county in 2006 and 2007, ordering the man
to pose as a convert and gather information. 

“The FBI employed a paid informant person
with a prior criminal history to infiltrate these
mosques,” said Ahilan Arulanantham, a lawyer
with the ACLU civil rights group who will repre-
sent the plaintiffs before the high court. The
informant, he said, “told everybody that he was a
convert, that he was wanting to rediscover his
French-Algerian roots.” “He then was instructed
by the FBI to gather as much information as
possible on people in this community - cell
phones, email addresses, conversations, which
he secretly recorded,” Arulanantham told
reporters. The ACLU says the informant record-
ed religious prayer groups in the mosque, leav-
ing a secret recording device hidden in his car
key fob, as well as secretly making videos in
mosques, homes and businesses.

Arulanantham said the informant “started,
again at his FBI handlers’ behalf, to try to incite
violence, but he scared a bunch of people, when
he was talking about things like bombing, Jihad
and the war in Iraq and Afghanistan (and) they
reported him to the FBI.” The lawyer said the
informant then “became disgruntled,” argued
with his FBI handlers, and ultimately decided to
go public with his experience. The imam and his
two congregants then filed a complaint against
the FBI for spying on them in violation of federal
law and their constitutional rights. — AFP 


