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KUWAIT: Prominent Indian com-
munity member and Chairman of the 
Indian Business and Professional 
Council (IBPC) - Kuwait, Anant 
Kapadiya passed away in Toronto, 
Canada. He was 75 years old. As 
part of the Indian Community 
Support Group (ICSG), he played 
an important role in extending time-
ly help to those in distress during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

A well-known figure in the 
Indian diaspora in Kuwait, 
Kapadiya leaves an indelible stamp 
on Kuwait’s corporate world and 
Indian cultural arena. He played a 
crucial role in nurturing Kuwait-
India cultural cooperation. After spending around 45 
years of his life in Kuwait, Kapadiya left for Canada 
in February this year to be with his children. He suf-
fered a stroke and passed away on Sunday morning.  

“I am deeply saddened to hear about the demise 
of Shri Anant Kapadiya Ji,” said Indian Ambassador 
Sibi George in a condolence message. During his 
over 40 years of stay in Kuwait, he contributed 
immensely in promoting India-Kuwait relations both 
in the economic and cultural spheres. He had made 
his mark in Kuwait as a successful entrepreneur and 
worked very closely with the embassy during his 
tenure as the head of Indian Business and 
Professional Council (IBPC), the ambassador said.  
“Kapadiya created an unparalleled legacy with his 
exceptional contribution to the cause of Indian 
music and culture and was also instrumental in intro-
ducing some of India’s top cultural and artistic per-

sonalities in Kuwait. I join the 
Indian community in Kuwait in 
extending my sincere and heart-
felt condolences to his family and 
many friends,” the ambassador 
added in his message.  

Not only Kapadiya did hold 
up the best of India culturally in 
Kuwait, but as a member and 
Chairman of IBPC, he also show-
cased India’s economic might by 
bringing some of India’s top 
industrialists, businessmen, and 
entrepreneurs to Kuwait to 
strengthen Kuwait-India business 
relations. He promoted India’s 
classical music through collabo-

rations with premier organizations in Kuwait like Dar 
Al-Athar Al-Islamiyyah and Kuwait’s National 
Council for Culture Arts and Letters (NCCAL).  
Kapadiya organized several Indian events in Kuwait 
featuring legendary musicians like Lata Mangeshkar, 
Pandit Ravi Shankar, Ustad Alla Rakha, Pandit 
Hariprasad Chaurasia, Pandit Shivkumar Sharma, 
Ustad Zakir Hussain, Ustad Shujat Khan, Ustad 
Amjad Ali Khan and others.  

Kapadiya also has served on the board of the 
Indian Community School (ICSK), Kuwait. The Indian 
community members in Kuwait will forever remem-
ber him fondly and the moments they spent with 
Kapadiya. “We were always fond of him and loved to 
interact with him, learning from him,” said Gurvinder 
Singh Lamba, new Chairman of the IBPC. Kapadiya 
is survived by his wife Indira and three children, 
Akshatha, Mriga and Amit.
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PARIS: Schoolchildren in large parts of France 
were ordered yesterday to again wear face masks in 
class, less than a month after being allowed to 
remove them, as the country tries to tamp down a 
surge in COVID cases. Primary schools in 40 of 
France’s 101 departments or administrative areas, 
which had been mask-free for weeks, are affected 
by the order, which comes a day before President 
Emmanuel Macron addresses the nation about the 
health crisis. 

Under the government’s COVID protocol, pri-
mary school pupils have to wear masks when the 
incidence rate rises above 50 new infections per 
100,000 inhabitants over five consecutive days. 

With nearly 75 percent of the population inoculated 
against the coronavirus, France is one of Europe’s 
vaccine leaders. But the pace of new vaccinations 
has slowed since the summer, when millions rushed 
to get shots after the introduction of a COVID pass 
to enter bars, restaurants, gyms and other entertain-
ment and sporting venues. The latest government 
edict brings to 61 the number of departments where 
schoolchildren have to cover their noses and mouths. 

They include the areas surrounding Paris as well 
as the southern city of Marseille. In secondary 
schools, masks remain compulsory irrespective of 
the number of COVID cases. Today evening, 
Macron will address the nation about the health cri-

sis for the first time since July 12. He is expected to 
discuss the booster shot campaign currently under-
way among over-65s and those with underlying 
health conditions. So far only half of those eligible 
for a top-up shot have received the jab. 

Prime Minister Jean Castex told AFP on Friday 
that the government was considering updating the 
COVID pass to include a mandatory booster shot. 
The World Health Organization has expressed 
“grave concern” over soaring COVID cases in 
Europe, warning that the continent could see anoth-
er half a million deaths by early next year. Germany 
last week set a new record for daily cases, with 
nearly 34,000 new cases over the previous 24 hours. 

France, by comparison, has been spared a steep rise 
in infections, with health authorities reporting 8,547 
new cases between Saturday and Sunday. 

In the absence of a fourth wave of infections, 
many parents and teachers have expressed dismay 
over the reimposed restrictions on younger chil-
dren. The secretary general of France’s biggest pri-
mary teachers union, the SNUIPP-FSU, warned that 
the “yo-yo effect” would have a detrimental effect 
on students. “This to-ing and fro-ing risks creating 
a sense of instability in schools,” Guislaine David 
said. Education Minister Jean-Michel Blanquer told 
France Info radio that while the new mask mandate 
was “unpleasant” it was “necessary”.—AFP
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LONDON: Prime Minister Boris Johnson faced pres-
sure to appear before British lawmakers debating the 
standards system yesterday, as days of sleaze and 
cronyism claims against his government intensified 
with new revelations. MPs will hold an emergency 
afternoon debate amid calls for an independent inquiry 
into the mounting allegations of apparent corruption 
and inappropriate conduct within the Conservative 
party and government. It follows outrage at efforts last 
week to overhaul parliament’s internal disciplinary 
process which would have prevented the 30-day sus-
pension of a Tory MP found to have committed an 
“egregious” breach of lobbying rules. 

Although Johnson abandoned the unprecedented 
move within 24 hours-prompting the lawmaker, Owen 
Paterson, to resign from parliament-it threw the spot-
light on a raft of allegations around MPs’ behavior. 
This heightened over the weekend with a report the 
Conservatives have been “systematically” awarding 
seats in the unelected House of Lords, parliament’s 
upper chamber which scrutinizes legislation, to its 
high-value donors. 

An investigation by The Sunday Times and Open 
Democracy found almost all of the party’s 16 different 
treasurers over the past two decades were offered 

seats after increasing their donations to more than £3 
million. It follows other claims of government wrong-
doing over the awarding of coronavirus contracts and 
multiple aspects of Johnson’s own conduct, as well as 
renewed focus on lawmakers being able to have high-
paying second jobs. 

Paterson himself was found to have repeatedly lob-
bied ministers and officials for two companies paying 
him more than £100,000 ($140,000, 120,000 euros) a 
year. “There are definitely conflicts of interest that 
need to be considered,” Liberal Democrat MP Wendy 
Chamberlain, a former policewoman who applied for 
yesterday’s urgent debate, told BBC radio. “We really 
do need to look at things and that’s what I hope the 
debate does this afternoon.” Her party has called for a 
public inquiry into the sleaze and corruption allega-
tions, which would have the power to summon wit-
nesses and take evidence under oath. 

Keir Starmer, leader of the main opposition Labor 
party, demanded the prime minister himself show up to 
apologize, as he called for further disclosures of 
Paterson’s correspondence with ministers over COVID 
contracts. “Boris Johnson needs to attend this debate, 
answer for his mistakes, apologize to the country and take 
action to undo the damage he has done,” Starmer said.  

“The country is yet to hear a word of contrition 
over his attempts to create one rule for him and his 
friends and another for everyone else. “He must now 
come to the House and say sorry.” On Sunday, envi-
ronment minister George Eustice called the furious 
reaction to Paterson’s case “a storm in a teacup”, 
while international trade minister Anne-Marie 
Trevelyan yesterday dismissed the need for Johnson 
to attend the debate. — AFP 
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NORTHUMBERLAND: Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson (center) is shown around a CT scan room 
during a visit to Hexham General Hospital yesterday in Hexham in northern England. — AFP 

NICOSIA: Iran’s press watchdog has suspended a 
newspaper after it published a front-page graphic 
of the poverty line purportedly being drawn by the 
hand of supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. The 
suspension of the Kelid paper was “in accordance 
with the media law” watchdog head Alaedin 
Zohourian said, according to state news agency 
IRNA yesterday. 

The graphic, which showed a hand with the dis-

tinctive ring of Khamenei, was used to illustrate an 
article with the headline “Millions of Iranians Below 
Poverty Line”. Khamenei has a political and reli-
gious status which makes him effectively untouch-
able in Iran. Iran, with a population of 83 million 
people, is facing an economic crisis after interna-
tional sanctions. 

There were high hopes for economic relief after 
Iran’s 2015 pledge not to build or acquire nuclear 
weapons-a goal it has always denied pursuing. But 
those hopes were dashed in 2018 when then-presi-
dent Donald Trump withdrew the United States 
from the deal and launched or reimposed crippling 
sanctions as part of a sweeping “maximum pres-
sure” campaign. On top of that, when the COVID-
19 pandemic struck, Iran became the region’s 
worst-hit country. — AFP 
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TEHRAN: A billboard depicting Iranian Revolutionary Guards navy units observing a US warship in the 
Gulf of Oman, is seen at the Vali-Asr square in Tehran. —AFP 


