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Cabinet resigns after Amir  
issues pardon decrees

Move sets ground for national reconciliation • No Assembly session today 
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday signed and issued decrees par-
doning Kuwaitis convicted to years in jail, official state-
ments said, setting the ground for national reconciliation 
in the country. The Cabinet announced following a brief 
meeting that HH the Amir signed two pardon decrees 
which the Cabinet had approved the day before.  

It then announced that HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah tendered the government’s 
resignation to HH the Amir. The Cabinet said its resigna-
tion comes amid an optimistic atmosphere in the coun-
try, and to pave the way for a new chapter. Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled is highly expected to be asked by HH 
the Amir to form the new Cabinet, which is expected to 
include more MPs. 

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, 
who played an important role in the pardon discussions, 
said at the Assembly that the pardon decrees had been 
issued, expressing his thanks to HH the Amir and all 
those who were involved in the efforts. Ghanem said he 
was informed of the Cabinet’s resignation, and accord-
ingly the regular Assembly session scheduled for today 
will not be held. 

Local media cited unnamed senior government 
sources as saying that around 70 people will be par-
doned, topped by a dozen opposition former lawmakers 
and activists who have been living in exile in Turkey since 
the summer of 2018 to escape jail terms passed against 

them for storming the National Assembly building follow-
ing an anti-corruption protest in 2011. 

They include former MPs Musallam Al-Barrak, 
Faisal Al-Mislem, Jamaan Al-Harbash and others. The 
list is expected to include other convicts in Kuwait. 
Ghanem yesterday confirmed that more reports for 
additional pardons will be submitted to HH the Amir, 
but gave no dateline. 

MP Obaid Al-Wasmi tweeted that the pardon has 
been issued, the government has resigned and a decision 
to delay grillings against the prime minister is no longer 
effective. He said no concessions had been made, espe-
cially on imposing taxes. MP Saifi Al-Saifi thanked HH the 
Amir and called for pardoning all activists jailed for 
expressing their opinions. 

There were no details about how many people had 
been pardoned or their names. This information is 
expected to be detailed when the two decrees are 
published in the official gazette. The move came after 
sessions of national dialogue called by HH the Amir in 
which the government, speaker and three opposition 
MPs took part. 

The Amir then invoked article 75 of the constitution, 
which authorizes him to pardon prisoners or reduce their 
sentences, and decided to pardon a  number of Kuwaiti 
citizens convicted and sentenced to jail terms. The Amir 
assigned the speaker, prime minister and head of the judi-
cial council Ahmad Al-Ajeel to set out conditions for the 
planned amnesty. The three submitted their first report on 
the issue to HH the Amir late last week.

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah tenders the government’s resig-
nation to HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Dar Al-Yamamah yesterday. — KUNA 

Ransomware arrest in Kuwait 
 
THE HAGUE: International investigators said 
yesterday they had arrested seven people in 
global raids targeting cyber criminals behind 
ransomware attacks worth more than half a mil-
lion euros. Two people were arrested last 
Thursday in Romania and another in Kuwait, 
while three were held South Korea and one in 
an unspecified European country. — AFP 

Iran demands US assurances  
 
TEHRAN: Iran demanded US guarantees it will 
never again pull out of the 2015 nuclear accord 
and warned Tehran will not accept any partial 
return to the deal. Talks to restore the nuclear 
deal between Iran and world powers are due to 
resume in Vienna on Nov 29. Foreign ministry 
spokesman Said Khatibzadeh told a news con-
ference that progress in the negotiations was 
contingent on the US lifting sanctions. — AFP 

Australia to sell coal ‘for decades’ 
 
SYDNEY: Australia said yesterday it will sell 
coal for “decades into the future” after spurning 
a pact to phase out the polluting fossil fuel to 
halt catastrophic climate change. “We have said 
very clearly we are not closing coal mines and 
we are not closing coal-fired power stations,” 
Australian Minister for Resources Keith Pitt 
said. — AFP (See Page 10)

French kids mask up again 
 
PARIS: Schoolchildren in large parts of France 
were ordered yesterday to again wear facemasks 
in class, less than a month after being allowed to 
remove them, as the country tries to tamp down a 
surge in COVID cases. Under the government’s 
COVID protocol, primary school pupils have to 
wear masks when the incidence rate rises above 
50 new infections per 100,000 inhabitants over 
five consecutive days. — AFP (See Page 5)

BEIRUT: The Arab League yesterday backed the 
resignation of Lebanon’s information minister 
whose comments on the Yemen war sparked a dam-
aging diplomatic row with Gulf states. “From the 
very beginning, the resignation could have defused 
the crisis,” the League’s assistant secretary general, 

Hossam Zaki told a news conference in Beirut. “We 
need stronger confirmation that this step could still 
happen,” he said following talks with parliament 
speaker Nabih Berri.  

Zaki, who also met Prime Minister Najib Mikati 
and President Michal Aoun said Information 
Minister George Kordahi’s departure could be a 
starting point for “detente” between Lebanon and 
Gulf states. The diplomatic rift, which threatens to 
plunge Lebanon deeper into meltdown, prompted 
Saudi Arabia and some of its allies to recall ambas-
sadors and block imports from Lebanon. Import 
restrictions are a further blow to a country where 
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Resignation of  
Kordahi can end  
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BAABDA, Lebanon: Arab League envoy Hossam Zaki 
gives a press statement after meeting Lebanon’s pres-
ident at the presidential palace yesterday. — AFP  

SAN YSIDRO, California: A woman pushes a cart with luggage and boxes 
upon entry from Mexico into the United States at the San Ysidro Land Port 
Entry yesterday. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Long lines formed at 
border crossings yesterday as the 
United States reopened to foreign visi-
tors vaccinated against COVID-19, 
ending 20 months of restrictions that 
separated families, hobbled tourism and 
strained diplomatic ties. From Rainbow 
Bridge at the US-Canada border to 
Mexico’s Tijuana crossing at San 
Ysidro, California, cars, motor homes 

and masked pedestrians clogged entry 
points before dawn as they sought 
eagerly anticipated reunions with fami-
ly members and friends. 

At airports in Europe, passengers 
queued excitedly to board planes 
bound for American cities, while those 
entering the country by land - some 
seen lugging suitcases and pushing 
bag-filled strollers under the watchful 
eyes of border patrol agents - were 
greeted by hours-long wait times. The 
ban, imposed by then president 
Donald Trump in early 2020 and 
upheld by his successor Joe Biden, 
had become emblematic of the 
upheavals caused by the pandemic. 
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GLASGOW: Former US President Barack Obama 
speaks during a session at the COP26 UN Climate 
Change Conference yesterday. —AFP  

GLASGOW: UN climate talks entered their final 
week yesterday with countries still worlds apart on 
key issues including how rapidly the world curbs 
carbon emissions and how to help nations already 
impacted by global heating. After a week of head-
line announcements from host Britain on ending 
deforestation and phasing out coal, experts say the 

underlying COP26 negotiations have barely pro-
gressed. 

Countries are in Glasgow to work out how to 
implement the Paris Agreement’s goals of limiting 
temperature rises to between 1.5 and 2 degrees 
Celsius. And while recent announcements mean they 
have inched closer, many disputes remain unre-
solved. These include ratcheting up ambition on 
national carbon reduction plans, providing a long-
promised $100 billion annually to developing 
nations and rules governing carbon markets. 

“All countries are playing hardball,” Stephen 
Leonard, climate law and policy specialist and vet-
eran COP observer told AFP.  
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