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Photo of the Day

News in brief

Domestic helpers’ numbers down 30K

KUWAIT: Public Authority for Manpower sta-
tistics revealed that the number of domestic
helpers in Kuwait has dropped by nearly
30,000 within a month. The figures released
yesterday show 606,364 registered domestic
workers in October, compared to 636,525 in
September. No reasons were given to explain
the drop in numbers.

Rome, Milan flights resumed

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways announced on
Sunday the resumption of commercial flights to
Rome and Milan in December with two flights a
week. The airways, on its Twitter, said that the
Rome flight would begin on December 1 and
will be scheduled on Wednesday and Friday
weekly. The Milan flight, to begin on December
2, will be scheduled on Thursday and Saturday
weekly, it concluded.

Ten medals in triathlon 

ABU DHABI: Kuwait’s athletes achieved 10 dif-
ferent medals in the World Triathlon
Championship Abu Dhabi. In a statement to the
press on Saturday, Kuwait’s Triathlon Club
Head, Rashid Al-Kandari, said that the Kuwaiti
athletes won seven different medals in the GCC
division and three in the general division.

KUWAIT: Vehicles drive on a highway in Kuwait as a signboard shows a notice warning delivery motorbikes from using highways, after the ban went into
effect yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Under the patronage of Omar Ali Al-
Kandari, Acting Secretary-General of the General
Secretariat of the Private Universities Council in
Kuwait, the Australian College of Kuwait (ACK),
successfully hosted the 2021 Conceive-Design-
Implement- Operate (CDIO) Asian Regional
Meeting virtually. Held for the first time in the Gulf
Region, the international meeting took place over
the course of three days, from October 26 to 28.

The CDIO Asian Regional Meeting focused on
the theme “Post Pandemic Higher Education”,
bringing together leading CDIO experts from the
globe to conduct various presentations and work-
shops about the most up-to-date CDIO engineer-
ing education approach, the best practices, and
recommendations post-pandemic to favor the
higher education sector in Kuwait specifically and
in the region. 

The meeting attracted a local and international
audience from various teaching backgrounds, pri-
marily engineering instructors, industry leaders, and
CDIO specialists. The CDIO meeting served as a
platform to share knowledge and experience about
the CDIO engineering education approach, best-
practice teaching methods adopted during and
post-pandemic, and much more.  

Following the opening ceremony, Omar Al-
Kandari, Acting Secretary-General of the General
Secretariat of the Private Universities Council,
delivered his speech by welcoming the attendees
and congratulating ACK for successfully launching
the meeting after several months of preparations.
He said: “The Ministry of Higher Education is very
proud to hold such meetings in Kuwait, especially
since the topic is Post-Pandemic Higher Education.
This meeting reflects the education path adopted
by Kuwait that stresses the importance of education
and its strong impact in making a change”.  

Adding: “Without a doubt, this meeting is a
strong platform for exchanging knowledge and
expertise, and will enhance the best practices in
education in addition to strengthening strategic
partnerships that will produce the next generation
of engineers who will be able to make an impact
after they graduate.”

Subsequently, Prof Isam Zabalawi - President of
ACK, welcomed the meeting’s guests and expressed
his delight in being amongst representatives of such
distinguished educational institutions. Prof Zabalawi
stressed on ACK’s continuous support for the CDIO
initiative by adopting the project-based learning
(PBL) method to develop CDIO skills and has fur-
ther renewed the agreement with the Aalborg
University of Denmark to further this purpose.  

Further noting on ACK’s efforts for the initiative,
Prof Zabalawi said: “We are proud as ACK to be an
active member of the CDIO community; we are in
an excellent state to spread the vision and the mis-
sion of CDIO in the region. So far, we have made
exhibitions explaining different aspects of CDIO for
the engineering communities in Oman, Qatar,
Jordan, and Lebanon.”

Jonathan Gilbert - the Australian Ambassador to
Kuwait, also gave an introductory speech. He con-
gratulated ACK for hosting the event, noting that it

is a testament to the College’s impressive growth
continued evolution, and ongoing success. high-
lighted the importance of engineers taking an active
role in preparing for the pressing issues facing the
world and educating engineers to tackle these
issues.

Guest Speaker, Alastair Dawson - Vice-President
of Global Development at Central Queensland
University Australia, ACK’s international partner,
delivered his speech in which he noted the need for
engineers and educators to adapt and learn new
techniques to stay ahead of the curve with the
advent of mass technological shifts and the more

recent difficulties introduced by the COVID-19
pandemic.

Following Dawson’s speech, Louis Field - Client
Manager at Engineers Australia, spoke to point out
the important roles that engineers fulfill as the
problem solvers of society. Field also stressed on
the importance of collaboration between academia
and industry to ensure that the civilizations contin-
ue to thrive through adversities. 

Regarding Engineers Australia’s partnership with
ACK, Field noted ACK is leading the way in the
Middle East with its efforts to advance and improve
the engineering profession and cited that the 2021
CDIO Asian Regional Meeting as one example of
that. He added: “We are particularly proud of our
partnership with the ACK, transcending borders to
offer a greater level of professional development to

all their students, and recognition and support to
their academic team.”

Dr Mohammed Abdul Niby - Dean of the School
of Engineering at ACK, spoke next, elaborating that
engineering education needs to continuously evolve
to prepare engineers for the growing demands of
industry and that shifting away from traditional
problem-solving and design skills will allow future
engineers to innovate new solutions for an array of
social, cultural, environmental and ethical issues.

From her end, Helene Leong - Director of the
Department of Educational Development at
Singapore Polytechnic and Co-Chair of CDIO Asian
Region, thanked all participants and organizers
while briefly introducing the CDIO initiative,
explaining it as an educational framework adopted
by 200 universities around the world for their cur-
ricular planning and outcome-based education.
Affirming CDIO’s goals, Leong said: “CDIO’s vision
is to be the leading world-wide collaborative net-
work for innovative engineering education, to pro-
duce responsible engineers who make a difference
in the world through innovation and creative, work-
able solutions.”

Concluding the successful 2021 CDIO Asian
Regional meeting, Prof Isam Zabalawi thanked all
the participants for their efforts and time in attend-
ing; he said: “There is an unquestionable need for us
to reflect the outcomes of these presentations and
discussions in our teaching and learning environ-
ment. By integrating them into the CDIO standards
and syllabus to update the initiative and strengthen
our institutions’ role in serving engineering educa-
tion and the profession worldwide, ACK will contin-
ue to raise awareness for the initiative in the region
and hope that other universities will join”.
Continuing, Prof Isam cited many of the lessons
learned through the various keynote speeches and
workshops during the meeting, highlighting how
their implementation can help further education by
producing graduates with the right skills and
appropriate attitudes.

Australian College of Kuwait hosts
2021 CDIO Asian Regional Meeting 

KUWAIT: A screenshot from the meeting.

Dr George Villa Abdulaziz Al-Babtain

Discussions focused on ‘Post Pandemic Higher Education’ theme

Al-Babtain Foundation
establishes peace chair
at Maltese University 
KUWAIT: The Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Cultural
Foundation, and the Center for the Study and Practice
of Conflict Resolution at the University of Malta
signed a memorandum of understanding to establish
Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Peace Chair at the univer-
sity to promote and teach a culture of peace. A press
release issued by the foundation Sunday said that the
signing came within the keenness of the President of
Malta Dr George Villa, and the Chairman of the
Foundation’s Board of Trustees Abdulaziz Saud Al-
Babtain, to develop cooperative relations with institu-
tions, organizations, research centers and regional as
well as international universities. The statement
emphasized the foundation’s endeavor to spread a
culture of just peace worldwide and to establish the
rules of peaceful coexistence among people, as it had
previously established many scientific centers in uni-
versities in several countries, including England, Italy,
Holland and Spain. The chair’s activities include a
scholarship for one student to enroll in a master’s pro-
gram in Mediterranean Conflict Resolution and
Security at the university, it explained.

Successful candidates will receive a master’s
degree in Conflict Resolution and Mediterranean
Security from the University of Malta and a master’s
degree in Conflict Analysis and Resolution from
George Mason University, it added. The statement
referred to other activities of the chair, including
organizing an annual academic symposium entitled
“Building a Culture of Just Peace,” which brings
together academic experts to discuss issues related to
peacebuilding from various perspectives. The chair
offers an academic exchange program to provide
support for a lecturer from the University of Malta to
visit Kuwait University and universities in the Arab
world to carry out research and give lectures on
issues related to peace for 4-5 days, as well as for a
lecturer from Kuwait or the Arab world to visit the
University of Malta. Meanwhile, Babtain said on this
occasion that the establishment is a necessary step in
order to instill and develop a culture of peace and
activate “the foundations of our institution and com-
pleting its approach that seeks to popularize a culture
of just peace. “It is worth noting that the foundation is
holding the Second Edition of the World Forum for
Culture of Peace in Malta under the auspices of Dr
Villa, which will be held next March under the title
“Leadership for Peace.” — KUNA

For first time in
Gulf region

Expo 2020’s
evening shows,
a charming
experience
DUBAI: Dubai Expo 2020 visitors get to
experience evening activities full of charming
and exquisite sights daily, some of which are
airshows featuring planes without pilots that
light up the sky with artistic formations.
Visitors also get to enjoy colorful parades,
filling the expo with joy and adding to the
glamorous ambiance. — KUNA


