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DOHA: Jamaican sprint star Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce 
raced to victory in the 100m at the Diamond League in 
Doha on Friday in a confidence boost in the run-up to 
the Tokyo Olympics. The 34-year-old four-time world 
champion timed an impressive season’s best of 10.84 
seconds for the win, another important step in her 
quest to become the first female athlete to win three 
Olympic 100m golds after previously topping the 
podiums in 2008 and 2012 in Beijing and London 
respectively. 

Fresh from finishing fourth in the opening elite 
meeting in a wet, wind-swept Gateshead last week, 
Fraser-Pryce made no mistake in the much balmier 
surroundings of the Qatari capital. Fraser-Pryce, who 
also won 200m silver at the 2012 London Games and 
100m bronze in Rio in 2016, beat home Nigerian 
Blessing Okagbare (10.90) and American Javianne 
Oliver (11.03). 

“I’m happy that I put together a good race, and of 
course I’m happy that I won because its far away from 
the fourth place that I did last time,” the Jamaican said. 
“It’s going to be my final Olympic appearance so I 
hope it will be good. The last three Olympics I went to 
I was able to stand on the podium and I’m hoping to 
be able to make it there again.” 

Doha is the second stop on the 13-leg Diamond 
League circuit, with now only five more elite meetings 
before the Olympic Games in Japan, which start on 
July 23 after being postponed for a year because of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

Arguably the highest-quality field of the night was 
in the women’s triple jump, which had the top three 
from the 2016 Rio Olympics and 2019 Doha worlds in 
the field. Coming out on top was in-form Venezuelan 
Yulimar Rojas, whose first effort of 15.15m was enough 

for victory ahead of Jamaican pair Kimberly Williams 
and Shanieka Ricketts. 

Rojas, the Olympic silver medalist in Rio who took 
the world titles in Doha and in London in 2017, jumped 
a personal best of 15.43m in Spain last week — the 
furthest jump in the world this year to date and the 
second furthest of all time. 

On the ‘right path’ 
“We are on the right path,” said Rojas. “I feel 

good physically and it’s good for me, I’m happy to 
leave a footprint here in Doha. “I enjoy this path and 
when it’s Tokyo’s turn, I’ll be prepared and try to 
win the gold medal.” 

Reigning Olympic champion Caterine Ibarguen of 

Colombia, a former world champion and multiple world 
medalist, including bronze in 2019, opened her summer 
campaign with an eighth place (13.86m). There were 
victories for Kenya in the men’s 800m and 1500m, and 
women’s 800m. 

First Faith Kipyegon, world 1500m silver medalist, 
won the two-lap race in 1:58.26 before world champion 
Timothy Cheruiyot blasted to a win in the 1500m in 
3:30.48 and Wyclife Kinyamal won the 800m in a rapid 
1:43.91. American Kenny Bednarek stormed to victory 
in the men’s 200m, edging Canada’s Andre de Grasse 
by one-hundredth of a second to win in 19.88sec. 

Bednarek’s compatriot Justin Gatlin, the five-time 
Olympic medalist and a 12-time world medalist who 
served a four-year ban for doping, came in fifth in 
20.49sec. “I felt good, I was a bit nervous, but I’m 
excited that I got first place,” said Bednarek. “I’ll try to 
be even better again the next time.” 

American Rai Benjamin, the joint third fastest man in 
the event in history and 2019 world silver medalist 
behind Norwegian sensation Karsten Warholm, 
scorched to a meeting record in the men’s 400m hur-
dles, clocking 47.38sec. Arch rival Abderrahman Samba 
of Qatar could only finish fourth, albeit in a season’s 
best of 48.26sec, as Brazil’s Alison dos Santos and 
British Virgin Islander Kyron McMaster rounded out 
the podium. 

There was an upset in the women’s pole vault as 
American Katie Nageotte outclassed the world cham-
pionships podium trio of neutral athlete Anzhelika 
Sidorova, American Sandi Morris and Greece’s 
Katerina Stefanidi, the reigning Olympic champion. 
Nageotte claimed the win with a best of 4.84m. 
Another American, Michael Norman, set a world lead-
ing time of 44.27sec in winning the 400m. — AFP 

DOHA: Jamaica’s Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce (center) competes in the Women’s 100M final during the Diamond League athlet-
ics meeting at the Qatar Sports Club stadium in the capital Doha on Friday. — AFP 

Fraser-Pryce storms to 100m 
victory at Doha Diamond League 

Laporta ‘moderately 
optimistic’ Messi 
will stay at Barca 
 
 
MADRID: Barcelona president Joan Laporta said on 
Friday he is “moderately optimistic” Lionel Messi will 
stay but would not guarantee the future of Ronald 
Koeman, with further talks planned between club and 
coach next week. 

Laporta also remained defiant over Barca’s continu-
ing membership of the European Super League, insist-
ing they will not apologize and will take UEFA to court 
if fines are imposed on the three remaining clubs. 
Messi’s contract expires this summer, allowing the 
Argentinian to leave for free. Laporta admitted Barca’s 
offer will be curbed by the club’s financial problems 
but insisted talks are “going well”. 

“We can make an offer within our means,” said 
Laporta in his first press conference since being voted 
in as president in March. “He deserves more and could 
get a better contract somewhere else but I’m con-
vinced he appreciates the efforts we are making. I 
think he is keen to stay. For Leo, it’s not about money, 
it’s about winning. And that’s what we are working on.” 

Asked how optimistic he is that Messi will stay, 
Laporta answered: “Moderately optimistic.” He added: 
“The new contract is going well but it’s not done yet.” 
Laporta has also been talking to Koeman this week, 
with the Dutchman’s future in doubt after a disap-
pointing end to the season. Koeman has a year left on 
his contract after only being appointed last year. 

“We’ve always worked with great respect for 
Koeman,” said Laporta. “He still has a contract in 
place. We don’t believe in transitional projects or sea-
sons. We spoke to Koeman and we will continue to talk 
to him next week before making a decision.” 

Laporta said Koeman had recently gone to hospital 

for a heart problem and that it was important not to 
rush decisions. “We are trying to come to an agree-
ment over what we want for next season,” Laporta 
added. Pep Guardiola and Xavi Hernandez have both 
been mentioned as possible successors if Koeman 
leaves. Asked if it was his dream to bring back 
Guardiola, Laporta said: “I am not here to talk about 
dreams, I am here to talk about reality.” 

 
‘We won’t apologize’ 

He was also asked about Barcelona’s continued 
involvement in the Europan Super League, despite 
nine of the 12 founding clubs quitting the project. Real 
Madrid and Juventus also remain attached. The nine 
clubs that left accepted fines and agreed to commit to 
UEFA’s current competitions but European football’s 
governing body has opened separate disciplinary pro-
ceedings against Barca, Madrid and Juventus. 

“We are not going to apologise nor do we have any 
intention of paying a fine,” said Laporta. “It has no jus-
tification. If they fine us we will go to CAS (Court of 
Arbitration for Sport) and I’m sure we will win. 
European law means we are legally allowed to create 
new competitions.”—AFP 

MLS fine Inter 
Miami $2 m over 
salary rules violation 
 
 
LOS ANGELES: Major League Soccer handed 
David Beckham’s Inter Miami a league-record $2 
million fine on Friday for violating roster and salary 
rules in its signing of French international Blaise 
Matuidi. Managing owner Jorge Mas was also fined 
$250,000 and the club’s former chief operating 
officer and sporting director Paul McDonough has 

been suspended through the end of the 2022 MLS 
season, the league said in a statement. MLS had 
already determined the French World Cup winner 
had been paid more than allowed under the league’s 
roster and budget rules, effectively giving Miami 
four “designated players” last season rather than 
the allowed three. 

“The integrity of our rules is sacrosanct, and it is a 
fundamental principle of our league that our clubs are 
responsible for adhering to all league regulations,” 
MLS commissioner Don Garber said. “Our rules will 
not be compromised.” 

MLS also imposed a reduction of $2,271,250 in 
allocation dollars available for salaries for the 2022 
and 2023 seasons. That could prove a more signifi-
cant blow to the club’s on-field efforts than the $2 

million fine, which dwarfs the previous biggest fine 
ever handed out by the league of $150,000, to Real 
Salt Lake owner Dell Loy Hansen for comments 
about the collective bargaining agreement negotia-
tions in 2015. 

“These sanctions reflect the severity of Inter 
Miami’s violations, should encourage complete coop-
eration by all parties in future investigations, and will 
serve as a deterrent for clubs from violating roster 
rules,” Garber said. 

MLS revealed in March it would be investigating 
Inter Miami’s signing of Matuidi and in April the 
league said it had determined his deal violated roster 
and salary rules. Each team in MLS is allowed three 
designated players whose wages do not count 
against the salary cap. The rule is sometimes called 

the “Beckham Rule” as it was introduced when it was 
adopted shortly before the former England and 
Manchester United star joined the league in 2007. 

MLS said Friday that its investigation found viola-
tions involving the player categorizations of Matuidi 
and former Miami defender Andres Reyes, as well as 
the underreporting of salary budget amounts for 
players Leandro Gonzalez Pirez, Nicolas Figal and 
Julian Carranza. 

However, the league stressed that none of the 
club’s players was the subject of the investigation, 
committed any violation or were aware of the viola-
tions. “Their current contracts with MLS remain in 
full force and effect,” the statement said. Mas issued a 
statement acknowledging that the club violated MLS 
roster rules in their inaugural season.—AFP 

Neymar says Nike 
claim of split over 
sex assault probe a ‘lie’ 
 
RIO DE JANEIRO: Neymar said Friday Nike’s claim 
that it parted ways with him last year because he 
refused to cooperate with its internal investigation into 
an employee’s accusation he sexually assaulted her 
was an “absurd lie.” 

The allegation is the latest to stain the image of the 
Brazilian superstar, whose 222-million-euro ($270 mil-
lion) transfer from Barcelona to Paris Saint-Germain in 
2017 makes him the world’s most expensive footballer. 
Nike said Thursday it had ended its sponsorship deal 
with Neymar over an employee’s claim he tried to 
force himself on her and his failure to cooperate with 
its investigation. 

“(To) state that my contract (with Nike) was termi-
nated because I did not contribute in good faith to an 
investigation is an absurd lie,” Neymar wrote on 
Instagram. “I was not given the opportunity to defend 
myself. I was not given the opportunity to know who 
this person was that was allegedly offended. I don’t 
even know her. I’ve never had any kind of relationship 
or approach with this person.” 

Nike said the alleged assault happened in 2016, but 
was only reported to the company in 2018. The US 
sportswear giant had sponsored Neymar, 29, since he 
was a 13-year-old prodigy. It did not give a reason 
when it terminated its deal with him in August 2020. 
The superstar is now a poster boy for Puma. His deal 
with the German sportswear giant was announced in 
September 2020. 

 
‘They did nothing’ 

The Nike employee accused Neymar of trying to 
force her to perform oral sex on him in a New York 
hotel room during a promotional trip for a new line of 
sneakers, according to the Wall Street Journal, which 

first broke the story. Neymar denied the accusation, 
and said Nike had nevertheless continued sending him 
on promotional tours. 

“In 2017 I traveled again to the USA for another 
advertising campaign, with the same people, and noth-
ing was told to me, nothing changed!” he wrote. “In 
2017, 2018, 2019 we made trips, advertising cam-
paigns, countless shooting sections. And they told me 
nothing. Such a serious matter and they did nothing.” 

In a previous statement, a Neymar spokeswoman 
said he and Nike had split for commercial reasons. The 
player’s father accused the company of “blackmail.” 
“It’s all very strange” that the accusation only came to 
light years later, after Neymar left Nike, he told 
Brazilian newspaper Folha de Sao Paulo.—AFP 

 

BARCELONA: FC Barcelona president Joan Laporta holds a 
press conference at the Auditorium 1899 of the Camp Nou sta-
dium in Barcelona, on Friday. — AFP 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Handout picture released by the Brazilian 
Football Confederation (CBF) of Brazil’s football team player 
Neymar during a training session at the Granja Comary training 
center, city of Teresopolis, Rio de Janeiro state, Brazil, on 
Thursday, ahead the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 qualifier 
matches against Ecuador and Paraguay. — AFP 
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Automated enquiry 
about the Civil ID card is 1889988

FOR SALE
2021 Changan CS85 Limited SUV, almost new, used 
for 1 month only, only 1,000 km, Black/Red leather, 
extra full options, Auto Parks, In/Out Parking by 
remote control, + extra Safety & Hi-Tech options, 
paid KD 8,850 asking only KD 7,500. Call: 
55351199 (C 6601) 26-5-2021

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints: 

Call MSALHOTLINE 128 


