
News in brief

LOS ANGELES: Jayson Tatum busted out of a
mini-slump, exploding for 50 points Friday as the
Boston Celtics clawed their way back into their
Eastern Conference first-round series with a 125-119
win over the Brooklyn Nets. Tatum, who had just 31
points on nine-of-32 shooting in the first two games
of the series, shot a blistering 16-of-30 from the floor
and drained five threes as the Celtics cut the Nets
series lead to 2-1.

Tatum also scored 50 points in a win over
Washington in a play-in game making it the second
time this month he has put the team on his back for a
much needed post-season win. “I just tried to be bet-
ter,” said Tatum. “I had a tough two games so I tried
to redeem myself and do anything I can to win.”

The Celtics’ win over the Nets played out in front
of a crowd of 4,700 at the Boston Garden. “It felt
good to finally play a playoff game at TD Garden and
it is great being back in front of our fans,” said Tatum.
Game four is Sunday in Boston.

Marcus Smart scored 22 points and Tristan
Thompson finished with 19 points and 13 rebounds in
the win. James Harden delivered 41 points and 10
assists while Kevin Durant finished with 39 points
and nine rebounds for the Nets, who were trying to
take a 3-0 series lead for the first time since their
first-round sweep of the New York Knicks in 2004.

Kyrie Irving was playing in front of Boston fans
for the first time since leaving the Celtics under a
cloud of controversy after the 2018-19 season. He
was showered with boos from Celtic faithful every

time he touched the ball. Irving scored just two
points in the first half to tie a career low in a play-
off game. He finished with 16 points on six-of-17
shooting.

The Celtics led 33-32 at the end of the first and
61-57 at the half, then held on down the stretch as
Tatum nailed a clutch pull up jumper with 40 sec-
onds left to make it 122-115. “It’s just one of those
nights.” Tatum said. “A tough shooting night the first
game and I didn’t get to play much the last game
because I got poked in the eye.”

His jumper came just 18 seconds after Irving had
sunk two free throws to cut the Boston lead to five
points. Tatum joined John Havlicek, Isaiah Thomas,
Ray Allen, Sam Jones and Bob Cousy as Celtics with
50 points in a playoff game.

Irving booed
“He was just locked in mentally,” teammate

Marcus Smart said. “We’re going up against a jug-
gernaut of a team.”  Also, Trae Young scored 21
points and had 14 assists as the Atlanta Hawks beat
the New York Knicks 105-94 to grab a 2-1 lead in
their Eastern Conference first-round series.

The Hawks shot a sizzling 59 percent from the
three point line and took command with a 22-5
burst to close out the second quarter. Game four is
Sunday in Atlanta. Bogdan Bogdanovic scored 15
points, John Collins added 14, Clint Capela finished
with 13 points and 12 rebounds. Former Knick
Danilo Gallinari sank all four of his three-point

attempts to finish with 12 points in the win.
Derrick Rose shot 13 of 21 from the floor and

scored 11 of his 30 points in the first quarter for the
Knicks. Julius Randle finished with 14 points in the
loss. Elsewhere, Kawhi Leonard scored 36 points

and the Los Angeles Clippers rallied from a first half
deficit to beat the Dallas Mavericks 118-108 in
game three of their playoff series. The Mavericks
lead the best-of-seven series 2-1 heading into game
three on Sunday. — AFP
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Champions League ‘Final Four’?

PARIS: UEFA president Aleksander Ceferin said
he was “in favor of a Champions League Final
Four” by 2024 in an interview published in France
on Saturday. “Personally, I would like to see it
happen,” he told sports daily L’Equipe ahead of
last night’s Champions League final in Porto. “It
could be great. And effective in terms of revenue
if it is well done.” Although he is in favor, Ceferin
added that “there are advantages and disadvan-
tages”. “There is no urgency. We can decide this
in a year’s time,” said Ceferin. He said he was
attracted to the idea after last year’s competition
ended with a Final 8. In response to the coron-
avirus crisis, the eight quarter-finalists assembled
in Lisbon and the final three rounds were played
out over a fortnight. Ceferin also expressed his
dismay at Real Madrid, Barcelona and Juventus,
the three clubs who have refused to abandon the
aborted Super League project. — AFP

Real Madrid sign Alaba 

MADRID: Austrian defender David Alaba will
join Real Madrid on a five-year contract after
leaving Bayern Munich, the Spanish giants con-
firmed on Friday. The announcement of the sign-
ing of the 28-year-old, who had also been linked
with several English Premier League clubs,
comes a day after Zinedine Zidane quit as Real
coach. Alaba will be presented as a Real player
after Euro 2020, the club said. The Austria inter-
national has been hugely successful at Bayern,
having won two Champions League trophies and
10 league titles among other silverware. Alaba
had said in February that he would leave Bayern
when his contract expires at the end of the sea-
son after 13 years with the German club. Alaba
and Bayern were in talks about a new contract
but the club said in November 2020 that the
negotiations had broken down, reportedly over
the player’s salary. — AFP

Liverpool add Konate 

LONDON: Jurgen Klopp boosted Liverpool’s
center-back options by signing RB Leipzig
defender Ibrahima Konate on a “long-term” con-
tract on Friday. France Under-21 international
Konate will compete for a position at the heart of
Klopp’s defense after they suffered a host of cen-
ter-back injuries this season. Liverpool triggered
the reported £36 million ($50 million) release
clause in the 22-year-old’s Leipzig contract to
seal his switch to Anfield. The move is subject to
international clearance and a UK work permit.
Konate is Klopp’s first major signing ahead of
next season as the Reds boss looks to avoid a
repeat of the defensive crisis that ruined their
Premier League title defense. — AFP

First woman referee

FLORENCIO VARELA: Brazilian referee Edina
Alves has made history by becoming the first
woman to officiate a match in the Copa
Libertadores, South America’s top club competi-
tion. The group match between Argentine side
Defensa y Justicia and Independiente del Valle of
Ecuador on Thursday had an all-woman referee-
ing team. Alves was supported by assistant refer-
ees Neuza Back, also from Brazil, and Cindy
Nahuelcoy of Chile, with another Chilean, Maria
Belen Carvajal, as the fourth official. The Group A
match in Florencio Varela near Buenos Aires end-
ed in a 1-1 draw. Alves had already achieved a
landmark when she became the first woman to
officiate at a major men’s competition when she
served as a fourth official at the World Club Cup in
Qatar in February. In Europe, French referee
Stephanie Frappart was the first woman to take
charge of a UEFA Champions League match when
she officiated the group game between Juventus
and Dynamo Kiev in December 2020. —AFP

Racquet man: How
lifelong link powers
Nadal at French Open
CORBAS: For Rafael Nadal, it’s a lifelong associa-
tion with Babolat, for Roger Federer, it’s a Wilson
while world number one Novak Djokovic is pow-
ered by Head. Tennis amateurs may dream of emu-
lating the stars by using the same racquets as their
idols, but the ‘Big Three’ of the sport are very spe-
cific when it comes to their needs. Suppliers, too,
keep the tricks of the trade close to their chests.

“The racquet is vital for the career of any player,
it’s an extension of the arm,” Nadal, about to
embark on his bid to win a 21st Grand Slam, told
AFP. “It is through it that sensations pass and at the
end of the day, without a good feeling with your
racquet, it’s very difficult to get success. If I try
another racquet today I won’t be comfortable at
first. Whereas with my racquet I feel good because
I know it inside out, I know where to hit, I know
what I can do. At all times, I know how the ball can
react to the movement I am making.”

Nadal has been firing forehands and backhands
all over the world with a Babolat racquet in his
hand. His relationship started when he was just nine
when he and his Uncle Toni, his coach for the major-

ity of his greatest triumphs, walked into a sports
shop in his home town of Manacor.

With his 35th birthday just around the corner, he
has never changed his equipment supplier. It’s a
partnership for “his entire career and even beyond”,
said Babolat chief executive Eric Babolat who is as
starstruck as many as the Spaniard’s fans. When
they saw Nadal play, the company’s top brass said
to themselves “a UFO has arrived, what can we
do?,” he said.

At Roland Garros in 2020, when Nadal captured
his 13th French Open title, he was using his person-
ally-branded racquet. Developed over the years in
close collaboration with Nadal, the result was a car-
bon composite frame weighing 300 grams without
the strings, which anyone can buy. 

But from there, the made-in-China frames go
through the lab at Corbas, near Lyon, where they
are then tailored to suit Nadal. To customize a rac-
quet, it takes 20 to 90 minutes of work for an addi-
tional cost estimated between 150 and 200 euros.

First, there is a personalization of the handle-size
can be refined, shape adapted even to the point of
carving a slot for a finger. Technical customization
will follow-the addition of material on the frame or
in the handle to modify the racquet for power or its
center of gravity for precision.

“It’s tailor-made, we work on different sizes, dif-
ferent playing intentions, to adapt the racquet to the
player’s needs,” said Sylvain Trinquigneaux, engi-
neer at Babolat’s performance laboratory. The set-

tings remain confidential.
“Involving all our players in research and devel-

opment would be ideal, but it’s impossible,” added
Trinquigneaux. “However, Rafa is Rafa. His feedback
is super interesting and super enriching. Ditto for
Dominic Thiem.” However, for those players, profes-
sional or amateur, looking for a factory-made magic
wand, Trinquigneaux has bad news. “The ideal rac-
quet does not exist.” — AFP 

Tatum blitzes Nets for 50 points,
Celtics claw back into East series

CORBAS: An employee of Babolat, a racquet sports
company, prepares a racket for Spanish tennis play-
er Rafael Nadal at Babolat factory in Corbas on May
6, 2021. — AFP

BOSTON: Jayson Tatum #0 of the Boston Celtics shoots the ball against Kevin Durant #7 of the Brooklyn
Nets during Round 1, Game 3 of the 2021 NBA Playoffs on Friday at the TD Garden in Boston,
Massachusetts. — AFP

ZAGREB: The GAZOO Racing (GR)
World Rally Team claimed another one-
two finish recently in a thrilling conclu-
sion to the first-ever Croatia Rally held
as part of the FIA World Rally
Championship. In a final-stage decider
that went right down to the final meters,
Sebastien Ogier and Julien Ingrassia
raced to victory in the No. 1 Toyota
Yaris WRC. They ended the race just
0.6 seconds ahead of their teammates
Elfyn Evans and Scott Martin in the No.
33 Toyota Yaris WRC, making it one of
the WRC’s closest-ever finishes. Only
10.4 seconds separated the top three
vehicles going into the final day of the
rally, with Ogier 6.9 seconds in front of
Evans. In the opening two stages of the
fourth and final day, Evans was the
fastest driver in No. 33 Toyota Yaris
WRC and took the lead from Ogier in
the No. 1 Toyota Yaris WRC.

The pair began the deciding Power
Stage separated by just 3.9 seconds,
and needed to push to secure the one-
two result with only a narrow margin
back to third place. In the end, Ogier
was fastest through the stage and
claimed the victory in the No. 1 Toyota
Yaris WRC, with Evans finishing 4.5
seconds slower in the No. 33 Toyota

Yaris WRC - the third closest winning
margin in WRC history. The result saw
Ogier move back to the top of the
drivers’ standings with a maximum
points haul, while the team extended
its lead in the manufacturers’ champi-
onship to 27 points.

Akio Toyoda, President, Toyota
Motor Corporation, commented: “I’m
very proud that our crews delivered
victory to the team in this new Croatia
Rally. To Seb, Julien, and the team, con-
gratulations! Elfyn and Scott also did
great by finishing so close behind. It’s
wonderful that we achieved a one-two
finish. Led by Jari-Matti, the team
shows its strength in every rally with all
team members working together. To our
fans, please continue cheering for the
GR World Rally Team. We always
appreciate your support and encour-
agement. Thank you very much!”

Sebastien Ogier, Driver of the No 1
Toyota Yaris WRC, said: “It has been a
real rollercoaster of emotions. I think
everybody knows that I never give up
and I tried to keep fighting until the end.
I feel for Elfyn who did a good job dur-
ing this race and was especially strong
on the final day. But we had good pace
and it’s nice to share the podium in

another one-two for the team.”
Over the years, Toyota has been par-

ticipating in many different forms of
motorsports, including Formula One, the
World Endurance Championship
(WEC), and the Nurburgring 24 Hours
endurance race. Toyota’s participation
in these events was overseen by sepa-
rate entities within the company until
April 2015, when Toyota established
GR, to consolidate all of its motorsports
activities under one in-house brand.
Representing Toyota’s belief that ‘the
roads build the people, and the people
build the cars,’ GR highlights the role of
motorsports as a fundamental pillar of
Toyota’s commitment to making ‘ever-
better’ cars. Harnessing years of experi-

ence gained under the extreme condi-
tions of various motorsports events, GR
aims to forge new technologies and
solutions that bring the freedom, adven-
ture, and joy of driving to everyone.

The FIA World Rally Championship
heads to Portugal for the first gravel
event of the year. Based in Matosinhos
near Porto in the north of the country,
Rally de Portugal features classic
stages on sandy and rocky roads. Grip
can be difficult to find on the soft roads
during the first pass through the
stages, while rocks can be exposed
and deep ruts can form during the sec-
ond pass, creating a challenging week-
end for the teams and an exciting event
for motorsports fans.

Kuwait’s Malallah wins
gold at Archery Arab Cup 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti archer Abdullah Yacoub Malallah won the gold
medal at the Archery Arab Cup final held in Baghdad. The archer
broke the Arab and Kuwait record by scoring 687 points.
Meanwhile, Kuwaiti archer Amer Al-Hajiri placed sixth. This
achievement will help place Kuwait in a distinguished spot in the
Arab ranking, as the championship is on the international associa-
tion’s agenda. Kuwait Shooting Sport Club introduced the sport of
archery recently, and progressed quickly as archers with the help
and support of able technical departments and the board of direc-
tors worked hard and reached levels that qualified them to partici-
pate in international championships.

BAGHDAD: Kuwait’s archer Abdullah Malallah participates in the Archery Arab Cup Final in
Baghdad, Iraq. 

GAZOO Racing claims victory with
incredible finish at Croatia Rally 


