
BERLIN: Germany on Friday acknowledged it had 
committed genocide in colonial-era Namibia and 
promised a billion euros in financial support to 
descendants of the victims, a move Windhoek wel-
comed as a “first step” but which activists described 
as insufficient. “We will now officially refer to these 
events as what they are from today’s perspective: 
genocide,” said Foreign Minister Heiko Maas. “In 
light of the historical and moral responsibility of 
Germany, we will ask forgiveness from Namibia and 
the victims’ descendants” for the “atrocities” com-
mitted, he added.  

The announcement came after more than five 
years of negotiations between the two countries 
over events in the territory held by Berlin from 1884 
to 1915. German colonial settlers killed tens of thou-
sands of indigenous Herero and Nama people in 
1904-1908 massacres-labeled by historians as the 
first genocide of the 20th century. The atrocities 
have poisoned relations between Namibia and 
Germany for decades. 

 
‘Doomed to fail’ 

In a “gesture to recognize the immense suffering 
inflicted on the victims”, Germany will support the 
“reconstruction and the development” of Namibia 
via a financial program of 1.1 billion euros ($1.34 bil-
lion), Maas said. The sum will be paid over 30 years, 
according to sources close to the negotiations, and 
must primarily benefit the descendants of the Herero 
and Nama. Yet Maas stopped short of referring to 
reparations, saying the payment did not open the 

way to any “legal request for compensation”. 
Namibian President Hage Geingob’s spokesman 

Alfredo Hengari told AFP an official recognition of 
genocide was “the first step in the right direction”. 
“It is the basis for the second step, which is an apol-
ogy, to be followed by reparations,” he added. The 
agreement still has to be approved by the two coun-
tries’ parliaments. But activist groups in both coun-
tries have already criticized it for the lack of direct 
reparations. The Germany-based initiative “Berlin 
Postkolonial” said the deal was “doomed to fail” and 
“not worth the paper it is written on”. 

The group, which organized a protest attended 
by around 50 people in the German capital on 
Friday, said the Herero and Nama communities had 
not been consulted enough during the negotiations.  
In Namibia, a Herero leader accused the government 
of being strong-armed into the accord. “We will not 
accept any outcome between these two govern-
ments,” Mutjinde Katjiua, secretary general of the 
Ovaherero Traditional Authority, told AFP. About a 
hundred activists protested against the agreement in 
front of parliament and the German ambassador. 

 
Rebellion, reprisals  

Namibia was called German South West Africa 
during Berlin’s rule, then fell under South African 
sway for 75 years, before finally gaining independ-
ence in 1990. Tensions boiled over in 1904 when 
the Herero-deprived of their livestock and land-
rose up, followed shortly after by the Nama, in an 
insurrection that was crushed by German imperial 

troops. In the Battle of Waterberg in August 1904, 
around 80,000 Herero, including women and chil-
dren, fled and were pursued by German troops 
across what is now known as the Kalahari Desert. 
Only 15,000 survived. 

German General Lothar von Trotha, sent to put 
down the rebellion, ordered the peoples’ extermi-

nation. At least 60,000 Herero and around 10,000 
Nama were killed between 1904 and 1908. Colonial 
soldiers carried out mass executions and forced 
men, women and children to flee to the desert 
where thousands died of thirst. They also estab-
lished infamous concentration camps, such as the 
one on Shark Island. —AFP 
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Germany to support the ‘reconstruction of Namibia’ via financial program  

Germany admits Namibia 
genocide, but critics want more 

      News in brief

Turkey slams Austrian ‘Islam map’  
 
ANKARA: Turkey on Friday hit out at the 
Austrian government’s “Islam map” showing the 
location of mosques and associations across 
Austria, which religious groups said would stigma-
tize Muslims in the Alpine country. “The presenta-
tion by Integration Minister Susanne Raab of a 
map listing all Muslim associations in Austria... is 
inadmissible,” the Turkish foreign ministry said in a 
statement.  Ankara urged Vienna not “compile a 
register of Muslims”, but to adopt “a responsible 
policy”.  —AFP

WINDHOEK, Namibia: This undated file photo taken during the 1904-1908 war of Germany against Herero and 
Nama in Namibia shows a soldier (right) probably belonging to the German troops supervising Namibian war 
prisoners. — AFP  

France genocide  
acknowledgement a 
‘big step,’ says Kagame 

 
KIGALI, Rwanda: Rwandan President Paul 
Kagame says France’s recent acknowledgement over 
its role in the 1994 genocide in his country is “a big 
step”-even if it didn’t come with an apology. His 
counterpart Emmanuel Macron, during a historic 
visit to the east African nation this week, recognized 
France’s role in the killing of 800,000 mostly Tutsi 
Rwandans and said only the survivors could grant 
“the gift of forgiveness”. Stopping short of an apolo-
gy-and stressing France “was not complicit” in the 
actual violence-Macron went further than his pred-
ecessors in acknowledging that Paris backed the 
genocidal regime and ignored warnings of looming 
massacres. Some survivors had been hoping for a 
formal atonement, and were left disappointed. 

But Kagame, who lead the Tutsi rebellion that 
ended the genocide, has regularly accused France 
of complicity in the crimes. He applauded Macron 
for “speaking the truth” and said his words were 
“more valuable than an apology”. Expanding on his 
remarks in an interview with AFP and France Inter, 

the veteran Rwandan leader expressed doubt about 
ever “getting an entirely satisfactory answer”. “But I 
think it is a big step. We need to admit it, take it and 
work towards other steps, whenever and wherever 
they come,” Kagame said late Friday in Kigali. 

“Somebody can come and say ‘I am sorry, I apol-
ogize’. Still, I think some people will remain and say 
‘that is not enough’. And they have the right to think 
so or to say so. In this case, I don’t see a silver bul-
let, something that will come and settle everything. 
“Does it answer everything, every question that 
everyone has to raise? I don’t think so. Do survivors 
have the right to question a number of things? They 
have the right.” 

 
Deliver justice  

Macron’s visit, the first by a French leader since 
2010, sought to turn a new page on a tortured 
quarter century of acrimony between France and 
Rwanda over the unresolved questions of the geno-
cide. Ahead of his symbolic trip, Macron had com-
missioned historians to pore over archives to re-
examine France’s involvement not just in the brutali-
ty of 1994 but the crucial years leading up to it. 

France provided political and military support to 
Kigali during a civil war preceding the genocide, 
and long stood accused of turning a blind eye to the 
dangers posed by Hutu extremists in a country 
scarred by large scale massacres in its past. The 

Duclert Commission report, handed directly to 
Macron, accused Paris of being “blind” to prepara-
tions for the genocide, and said it bore “serious and 
overwhelming” responsibility. 

A Rwanda-commissioned report into the same 
events, released just weeks later, said the French 
government “bears significant responsibility” for 
enabling the genocide in Rwanda, yet refused to 
acknowledge its true role in the horror. Kagame 
said the two commissions “say almost the same 
things, but in different ways”. — AFP 

BAMAKO, Mali: Mali’s constitutional 
court on Friday named Colonel Assimi 
Goita, leader of the post-coup junta, 
as the country’s transitional president. 
The judgment stipulated that Goita 
would “exercise the functions of tran-
sitional president to lead the transi-
tion process to its conclusion”, fol-
lowing his seizure of power this week. 
The constitutional court said it had 
made the decision due to the “vacan-
cy in the presidency” following the 
resignation of caretaker president Bah 
Ndaw. Soldiers detained Ndaw and 
prime minister Moctar Ouane on 
Monday, before releasing them 
Thursday after they resigned.  

But the twin arrests triggered a 
diplomatic uproar-and marked the 
second apparent coup within a year 
in the unstable country. Ndaw and 
Ouane had led a transitional govern-
ment tasked with steering the return 
to civil ian rule after a coup last 
August that toppled Mali’s elected 

president, Ibrahim Boubacar Keita. 
Keita was forced out by young army 
officers, led by Goita, following mass 
protests over perceived corruption 
and his failure to quell a bloody 
jihadist insurgency. Goita had origi-
nally been named vice president 
with other key posts given to fellow 
army officers. 

 
‘We chose cohesion’  

Earlier Friday, Goita explained 
that the army had had little choice 
but to intervene. “We had to choose 
between disorder and cohesion 
within the defense and security 
forces and we chose cohesion,” he 
said. He added that a new prime 
minister will be appointed within 
days, in his first remarks since seiz-
ing power this week. The army offi-
cer made the announcement during a 
meeting with political and civil soci-
ety figures in Bamako, according to 
an AFP journalist, as international 

pressure rises on the country’s ruling 
military administration. 

“In the coming days, the prime 
minister who will be appointed will 
carry out a broad consultation 
between the different factions,” 
Goita said. He asked those attending 
the meeting to support his prefer-

ence of a prime minister from the 
opposition M5 movement, a once-
powerful group which the military 
sidelined after the August coup.  
“Either we accept joining hands to 
save our country, or we wage clan-
destine wars and we will all fail,” 
Goita said.  —AFP  

KIGALI, Rwanda: Rwanda’s President Paul Kagame 
speaks during an interview with international media at 
the presidency office in Kigali, on Friday. —AFP  

BAMAKO, Mali: In this file photo Colonel Assimi Goita (center), President of CNSP 
addresses the press during the ceremony of the 60th anniversary of Mali’s independ-
ence in Bamako. — AFP  
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Same COVID 
fate in Uruguay,  
Argentina 

 
MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay: Uruguay adopted a 
hands-off approach to the coronavirus pandemic 
while Argentina applied strict lockdowns but the 
fate of the South American neighbors was the 
same: They now have some of the world’s highest 
COVID-19 death rates. Fifteen months after the 
virus first appeared on the continent much of 
South America is experiencing its worst moment 
yet, despite some countries making great headway 
in their vaccination programs. 

Uruguay tops the list of the globe’s worst death 
rates, followed by Paraguay, with Argentina coming 
in third. Over the last two weeks Uruguay recorded 
21.62 deaths per 100,000 inhabitants. Argentina 
notched 14.73. And three other South American 
countries fill out the top six: Colombia, Brazil and 
Peru. As a reference, the United States’ figure is 
2.46 deaths per 100,000. But the question is how 

two countries with polar opposite approaches to 
the pandemic could deliver such startlingly similar 
and macabre results. An answer can at least partial-
ly be found in people’s attitudes and behavior. 

For much of 2020, Uruguay was lauded as a 
model for managing the pandemic without ever 
resorting to a lockdown, resulting in a low percep-
tion of risk and lax behavior. And despite strict 
lockdowns in Argentina, some bored people adopt-
ed erratic behavior, including going to social gath-
erings, as well as denial and rebellion, according to 
Elisa Estenssoro, a member of an expert panel 
advising President Alberto Fernandez. 

 
Uruguayans ‘don’t believe’  

People in Uruguay “don’t believe” the virus is 
serious, Francisco Dominguez, who works in an 
intensive care unit, told AFP. “Until they have a fam-
ily member here inside, they don’t believe.” 
Uruguay’s indifference can be better understood 
considering the fact that half way through 2020, the 
country was down to fewer than 20 active cases 
and on many days recorded no new infections. 
Now, the country is seeing “historic” levels of occu-
pancy in intensive care units. 

“Never in the history of the country’s intensive 

medicine were there 600 beds occupied before the 
pandemic,” Julio Pontet, president of Uruguay’s 
Intensive Medicine Society, told AFP. President Luis 
Lacalle Pou has prioritized “responsible freedom” in 
a bid to keep the economy functioning and has con-
sistently resisted pressure from the health sector to 
impose a lockdown. Shows and performances have 
been suspended since March and the borders 
remain closed but gyms were allowed to reopen 
while restaurants and shops are operating normally. 
Even a hugely successful vaccination program with 
29 percent of the population totally immunized and 
47 percent having had at least one dose, has not 
slowed the rise in cases and deaths. 

Last Saturday, Argentina began a nine-day 
lockdown after daily new infections rose to 
30,000 and deaths to 500. According to 
Estenssoro, irresponsible behavior, a tardy adop-
tion of tougher restrictions, a lack of vaccines and 
new more aggressive virus strains are causing the 
country’s latest wave. “This terrible and unstop-
pable circulation of the virus is strengthened by 
people’s behaviors that aren’t coherent: social 
gatherings, people without masks... some people 
are following (restrictions) and others are in 
denial or rebelling,” she said. — AFP 

Endangered  lynx population jumps 10-fold 
 
MADRID:  Once on the verge of extinction, the 
Iberian lynx population in Spain and Portugal 
has risen more than 10-fold over the past 18 
years, the Spanish government said Friday. A 
total of 414 lynx were born in 2020 bringing 
their total number in the two countries to 1,111, a 
record high since monitoring of the species 
began, the ministry for ecological transition said 
in a statement. That is up from fewer than 100 in 
2002, when the first census of the spotted noc-
turnal cat was carried out, thanks to a program 
of captive breeding and release of the animals 
into the wild.  —AFP 

New York to build homeless shelter  
 
NEW YORK:  New York City is to build a 
homeless shelter in an expensive Manhattan 
area known as “Billionaire’s Row” following a 
lengthy legal battle. Mayor Bill de Blasio’s gov-
ernment announced in 2018 that it planned to 
turn the former Park Savoy Hotel on West 58th 
Street into a shelter for 150 people. A coalition 
of residents sued to stop the move, but on 
Thursday an appeals judge rejected their 
objections, paving the way for the proposal to 
proceed. “(We) look forward to opening our 
doors at this location as soon as possible,” 
Isaac McGinn, a social services department 
spokesperson said following the ruling. 
“Billionaire’s Row” is a set of ultra-luxury resi-
dential skyscrapers off the southern end of 
Central Park that include some of the world’s 
most expensive homes.—AFP 
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