
• • • • • • • • •

“I am a British national working
in medical management. I lived in
Kuwait for 16 years, then went
back to the UK for two years for
my son to finish high school. In the
UK I met my now fiance. I came
back to Kuwait two years ago, so
now I’ve spent 18 years of my life
in Kuwait. My children have spent
most of their life living in Kuwait
and went to UK to study. Before
COVID, my fiance and I were
working and living here and plan-
ning our wedding. When COVID
happened, my fiance lost his job
and had to return to the UK when
his visa expired. It’s now been a
year since we saw each other. My
children, who are also stuck out-
side Kuwait, cry because they
miss me and their father and feel
l ike they have no home even
though they are British, because
they love Kuwait and grew up
here. My wedding is booked for
August in the UK, but in the pres-
ent situation I will probably have to
postpone it because I’m afraid of
not being allowed back.”

• • • • • • • • •

“After flights were banned (last
year), me and my father were
stranded in our native country. My
father was undergoing chemother-
apy treatment, and the doctor told
us he won’t survive for more than
six months. This was in August
2020. I kept trying to come back
here with my father as my sister
and mother were stranded here.
Due to my mother’s health condi-
tions, even they couldn’t travel
and as my father was bedridden,

it was tough to get him back via
any other country. But I did my
best and brought him back here
after four months in November,
after being stranded in our country
for eight months. Twenty-one days
after we arrived here, my father
passed away. My family was not
able to be together during the
most crucial time. This pandemic
has made us feel that even if we
have given all our  lives to Kuwait,
at the end you are just an expat
with no care and respect. It really
doesn’t matter whether you are
sick or away from your loved ones
until and unless you are a citizen
of Kuwait.  My father spent 47
years of his life in Kuwait. Me and
my siblings are born here, but it is
of no use because if you aren’t a
Kuwaiti citizen, your feelings don’t
matter. We consider Kuwait as our
own country as we are born and
brought up here, but it’s really
heartbreaking looking at the way
we are treated. We expats have
the same feelings as Kuwaiti citi-
zens. Even we miss our families.
Even we suffer losses. Even we
lose our loved ones. We love
Kuwait as we love our country. We
are more attached to Kuwait as we
were born in this country. This
country has given us a lot - our
education, our businesses, our
jobs, everything.”

• • • • • • • • •

“My mother caught tuberculosis
recently. And after months of
checkups and treatment, we real-
ized that there is no cure for this in
Kuwait. We could have afforded
treatment and tried the best of
hospitals, but none of them could
help. Eventually we had to send
her back to Pakistan. She was
treated there and was cured
alhamdulillah. However, since then
she couldn’t come back to Kuwait,
which is like our home since I was
born and have lived all my life here
in Kuwait. Now her visa is about to
expire along with my little sister’s.
She can’t come back and I haven’t
seen my mother for more than a
year now. Eventually my father and
rest of my family decided to leave
Kuwait for a better lifestyle. Kuwait
is a good country but laws here for
expats are very difficult - it almost
feels like slavery. Unfortunately,
expats have no rights here. It
would be a big help if someone
could take care of these types of
situation and allow expats to enter
without difficulties.”

• • • • • • • • •

“It’s been two years since I’ve
seen my family. I was born and
raised in Kuwait and by all means,
Kuwait is my first home. After com-
pleting my higher education, I
came to India for further studies in
2015. Since then till 2019, I used to
visit Kuwait every six months until
COVID-19 happened. Now it ’s
been two years since I’ve come to
Kuwait or seen my family. If there’s
something you could do to lift this
travel ban on expats, it would be
much appreciated.”

“I came to Kuwait in April 2019 on a
dependent visa. I was living there with
my husband. We got married in
November 2018. After a few months I
got pregnant, so I had to leave Kuwait
and come back to India because of my
condition at that time. We planned that
once I gave birth, I will be there again
with our baby. I gave birth on April 10.
But due to the pandemic situation,
India is on the ban list and I am not
able to go to Kuwait. My iqama was
renewed online last year in June. I
could have come via Dubai, but the
problem is that I don’t have a visa for
my child. Please cooperate and let us
meet our families. Please lift the ban
from India at least for families. Please
start giving visas to families.”

• • • • • • • • •

“I am in Turkey right now. We have
many projects in Kuwait, but we cannot
return due to the prohibition on travel.
Hundreds of Turkish people are wait-
ing. Turkey and Kuwait relations are
very important for commercial activities
and we expect the ban to be lifted in
the shortest time.”

• • • • • • • • •

“I travelled with my partner to the UK
in Feb 2020. Fortunately, I was able to
come back when the airport reopened
in Aug 2020. My partner was told he
wasn’t able to return because his visa
had expired and due to his nationality
(Nigerian), he had to be in the country
to renew it. It has been over a year and
he hasn’t managed to return. I came to
visit him in February and again I am
stuck outside Kuwait. I am stranded in
Bahrain waiting for the airport to open.
I am worried I won’t be able to enter
Kuwait when they open the airport as
I’m not vaccinated. I’m unable to get
the vaccine here in Bahrain as I’m not
a citizen or resident. Here in Bahrain
unvaccinated people are not allowed
to enter malls, shops, restaurants,
gyms salons, spas, etc. So everything
has just got worse. Stuck inside a hotel
not able to do anything. Not knowing
when we can return or on what
grounds.”

• • • • • • • • •

“I’m an expat who has been living in
Kuwait for eight years working for
diplomatic and international organiza-
tions. I travelled to my home country in
Jan 2020 after I gave birth in Kuwait to
spend my maternity leave there, and
I’ve been stuck there ever since! My
husband has not seen our now 1.5-
year-old as he’s stuck in Kuwait as this
is where he works. He missed all her
baby milestones, and it breaks my
heart that we don’t even know when
will we be allowed back. On a side
note, I have valid residency as my
workplace renewed it for me. My 6-
year-old daughter also has valid resi-
dency and attends school in Kuwait all
the way from Egypt. My baby was
issued a visit visa in January 2021 and
we actually travelled to Dubai to quar-
antine there, but the airport was closed
to non-Kuwaitis and we were forced to
go back home.”

• • • • • • • • •

“I was working for the last four years
in Kuwait and got stuck in India from
Jan 2021. I am without pay here. It’s
been so difficult for me to support my
family and pay my loans. I hope flights
will resume soon.”

• • • • • • • • •

“I’m a single female teacher living
away from my family. My father recent-

ly passed away and l desperately want
to go home this summer to spend time
with my elderly mother, who has
become increasingly lonelier and
dependent. I spent last summer locked
up in my apartment, and for my own
mental wellbeing, l’d like to go home
and spend time with my family. Like all
my colleagues, we are especially anx-
ious about returning if we leave. It
builds resentment when you see
Kuwaitis able to travel to your home
country and you are effectively
trapped. The irony is that they are
more likely to see your family than you.
Freedom of movement is a right and
not a privilege. Currently, expats are
being treated like second-class citi-
zens. This is not the Kuwait l have
known and loved for more than a
decade.”

• • • • • • • • •

“I’ve been married to my Kuwaiti
husband a bit longer than a year now
and only met him once in this period of
time (I live outside Kuwait). I’m not able
to move to Kuwait with him at the
moment as we only held a nikah to get
married, and only husbands and wives
who have registered their marriage
with the government are allowed to

enter Kuwait. But due to the restric-
tions, it’s been near impossible to do
that, so we’re stuck in each of our
countries just praying the government
will ease restrictions.”

• • • • • • • • •

“Kuwait. A country with which I fell in
love with time. I was quite small when
my family relocated here. I did my
schooling till grade 10 here. I shifted to
India for my higher studies. Right now
I’m in grade 12 living in a hostel, since
my family which consists of my papa,
mama and younger sister l ive in
Kuwait. The last time I visited Kuwait
was in December 2019. I celebrated
the 2020 New Year’s Eve under a fire-
works show at Al-Kout Mall. I boarded

my flight on January 3. Never did I
know that this would be my last trip till
date. I have been away from my par-
ents for the last one and a half years
now, and it is really painful to live alone
at the age of 17 when other students
like me are enjoying quality time with
their families. My father’s mother left for
her heavenly abode and my father
could not see her for the last time.
Kuwait is as important to me as my
family. There is a bond that has been
formed. I miss being in Kuwait. I miss
its beaches, towers and streets. I miss
my home in Kuwait. I miss Kuwait so
much. Every day I sleep with the hope
to visit Kuwait soon. Kuwait has
become a part of my identity now. No
matter where I will be, I will always
have a spot for Kuwait. I wish flights
resume soon so I can reunite with my
family at my home in Kuwait.”

• • • • • • • • •

“I live here with my family - father,
mother and two sisters. My younger
sister has been stuck in Lebanon since
the beginning of the pandemic due to
her studies. She has been through so
much with the port explosion and situa-
tion there, unable to reunite with us.
We were all born here in Kuwait includ-
ing my father, but now we are forced to
leave due to him being over 60 years
old. We have never lived in Lebanon
before and are incapable of thinking
how we can leave everything behind
and just move suddenly to a strange
and destroyed country. No one has
any idea how hard these discussions
were on us and I’m sure on many other
families in Kuwait.”
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People arrive at Kuwait International Airport in this April 21, 2020 file photo.

In this April 16, 2020 file photo, people board a bus after registering to leave Kuwait during a grace
period the Interior Ministry had announced for expatriates with expired visas. 

“I’ve been in Kuwait for 2.5 years as a figure
skating coach. My parents were COVID positive
last month (April) and I was supposed to go back
to Indonesia as my mother was in critical condi-
tion. But as a breadwinner, I had to make sure I
could come back to secure income for my whole
family - so I didn’t travel. On May 4 (Ramadan 21),
Allah took my mother’s life, and I could only pray
from here. Inshallah, as soon as the airport
begins working normally, will visit my family to
heal myself.”
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