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Since February 2021, Kuwait has barred foreigners, including legal residents, from returning to Kuwait. Foreigners may leave but cannot
return until further notice. The second lengthy period of the airport’s closure to foreigners has had a devastating impact on expatriates, many
of whom have family abroad or are stuck abroad. Kuwait Times invited expatriates who have been affected by the travel restrictions related

to COVID-19 to share their stories. Kuwait Times received more than a 1,000 responses via comments, direct messages and emails. Over several
days, we will be sharing in print and online a selection of these responses (names withheld) to illustrate the breadth and depth of the impact the
travel restrictions have had on Kuwait’s 3.4 million+ expatriate community.  You can read more on our social media @KuwaitTimes.

Readers Speak Out

“My parents have been living in
Kuwait for 40+ years. I grew up there
and went to school there. I currently
live and work in the UK. In the last
year, my mother has had severe back
problems and my father has been
diagnosed with cancer. But I have no
way to visit them because of the travel
ban. Not even exceptional cases are
allowed a visit visa even with a nega-
tive PCR test. I think this is a ludicrous
handling of the travel ban situation by
the Kuwaiti government.”

• • • • • • • • •

“My aunt and uncle don’t have kids
... and they have been living in Kuwait
for 50 years. Just because of the age
issue, they will have to leave Kuwait.
They have worked and have been loy-
al to Kuwait. Starting something new
in India is so difficult and impossible -
it’s like starting a whole new life again
without any clue! They cannot even
transfer their residency to their kids
because they don’t have any. They
are working hard to meet their
expenses here in Kuwait. The rest of
my family is also here. My mum went
for my grandfather’s treatment and
got stuck there. My grandpa passed
away, and when she was heading
back to Kuwait, that’s when they came
up with the whole banning rule. It’s
been seven months and I’m all alone.
My cousin’s parents are also stuck in
India. We need to travel peacefully to
see our parents and come back to our
beloved Kuwait. What if we travel and
they come with the rule that expats
cannot travel back to Kuwait? We will
be stuck there. We all need proper
rights - not equal rights to Kuwaitis,
but at least some exceptions. At the
end we are all human.”

• • • • • • • • •

“First of all thank you for giving us a
platform to talk about our struggles.
The mere act of letting us be heard
gives some sort of relief to our prob-
lems. I was born in Kuwait and have
Kuwaiti family in Kuwait (90 percent
are Kuwaiti or stateless). I have a son
in Kuwait whom I have not seen for
over a year now. All of this is due to
the travel ban that denies me entry
into the country because my passport
is of another nationality, even though
every breath and every drop of blood

of mine is Kuwaiti and I have so much
love for this land. It’s taken such a
huge toll on me that words fail to
express. Sometimes I feel it will never
get better, but I am hoping and wait-
ing for the light at the end of the tun-
nel. How is it that the people who
have not been abiding by the law are
leaving Kuwait for humanitarian rea-
sons by giving them an amnesty every
month - that is a good thing, but why
is there no one thinking about the
people outside Kuwait who have not
been able to see or feel or touch their
family and loved ones? I’m actually
tearing up right now as I am writing
this and trying to express how painful
it is being a single father and away
from my son for so long, and also how
I dearly miss my family in Kuwait.
Words can’t and won’t describe how
painful it is. I love Kuwait truly but I am
sad about this, especially as I feel in
my heart and blood that I am part of
Kuwait. Not being able to come back
due to travel restrictions is painful to
say the very least.”

• • • • • • • • •

“I honestly felt very safe because of
the Kuwait government’s restrictions,
especially during 2020. The pandemic
had just started and it was going
crazy all around the world. Death tolls
were much higher in a lot of countries,
but in Kuwait things were stable and
under control. A few weeks ago, I had
a personal case that made travel
restrictions on me as an expat hard to
handle: Although I have legal custody
of my only daughter, my ex-husband
took her - she is only 2.5 years old -
and went to Lebanon with her. My
hands are bound as I can’t travel to
get my daughter back, or else I would
lose my job, which is my only
resource. I am an instructor at a rep-
utable college in Kuwait and I always
love how much I have also helped my
students cope with the situation dur-
ing the pandemic. This is hard on
everyone, and many other countries
have closed their airport, not only
Kuwait. Now I might risk losing her
custody if I can’t make it to Lebanon
to take her back and come with her to
Kuwait.”

• • • • • • • • •
“It’s going to be two years soon

since I last saw my parents back

home. The COVID situation in India is
terrible and very scary. It’s been a
frustrating and stressful time, won-
dering when I’ll be able to see my
mum and dad again and if they’re
safe. The recent cyclone that hit the
south of India only made matters
worse. I spent two days not being
able to contact them as the phone
lines were cut due to the cyclone. It’s
not easy being the only child sup-
porting parents who are senior citi-
zens. What makes it a hundred times

worse is feeling helpless because I
can’t even travel home to be with my
family, let alone get them here where
they can be safe with me. For now,
I’m placing my hope and trust in the
Kuwaiti government that they take
into consideration people like me
whose families are miles away and in
danger. Enough people have lost
loved ones and have not even been
able to say goodbye!”

• • • • • • • • •

“My friend’s parents are back in
India and his father has cancer. He
had an operation which was success-
ful alhamdulillah, but he has one more
now in two months. His mom is crying
because they are alone there and
because their son who is working here
cannot come. If he comes, then obvi-
ously his job is at risk! This is a very
terrible situation for him to not be

there with his parents now. He is feel-
ing so helpless that he cannot see his
sick father - who knows what might
happen to him anytime. We all are
desperately praying that Kuwait gov-
ernment opens up the airport for all.
Please show some mercy on us;
everybody is desperate to see their
families. Let only the vaccinated peo-
ple land back in Kuwait even if there
is quarantine. People are ready to
accept any criteria.”

• • • • • • • • •

“In my opinion, as an expat who is
vaccinated, taking care of all the things
required and having a residence per-
mit, we can travel too! It’s so hard
being stuck, especially if you have
something urgent to do outside Kuwait.
Because if you go you can’t come
back. If you go you need to let go of
your home, work, etc. We are humans
and as a human I have the right to trav-
el. I know there is a pandemic, but why
only expats cannot travel? With all
respect, we are living here since we
were small babies; Kuwait is our sec-
ond home. It’s not easy being in this
hard situation. I hope they change the
rules so we can travel again, especially
since they said the coronavirus will not
disappear, so we have to live with it!
There is a vaccine, there is a PCR test.
I can stay in home quarantine until the
PCR test is negative!”

• • • • • • • • •
“I am 17 years old and haven’t

seen my parents in Kuwait for a good
while. I have tried on multiple occa-
sions to go to Kuwait, but it was not
possible. My grandfather passed
away two months ago and I wasn’t
given permission to go see him or say
goodbye. Now my residency is about
to expire and I cannot renew it
because I have to renew my passport,
but there is no embassy where I am

that can renew my passport. As a
result, I have to renew it in Kuwait and
I have to be present for the renewal. I
got in contact with Kuwait’s embassy
here, but they were inconsiderate and
told me it’s not within their control to
give me any approval and started
directing me to speak to other organi-
zations, who also didn’t have any con-
trol. Isn’t that inhuman? Not being
able to say goodbye to my grandfa-
ther or be with my family during this
time? What have we as expats done
to deserve such treatment?”

• • • • • • • • •
“I am currently stuck in India and

my family is in Kuwait. I want to meet
them badly as I miss them a lot.
However, I am unable to return due to
the ban on expats, which is now in
place for more than a year. I sincerely
request the government through your
esteemed newspaper to lift the ban.”

My husband works in Kuwait. He was one of the frontliners. He came to India

because he couldn’t stand being alone anymore. He said he had suicidal

thoughts. Now he can’t go back even though he has residency. I was living and

working in Kuwait too but came to deliver my baby and now Kuwait has stopped

issuing visas. I would like to humbly request Kuwait government to resume

flights as well as start issuing family visas. We have taken the first dose of vac-

cine in India already.

“

“


