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WHO: Pandemic won’t be  
over until 70% vaccinated 

COPENHAGEN/WASHINGTON: The WHO’s 
European director warned that the COVID-19 pan-
demic won’t end until at least 70 percent of people 
are vaccinated, and criticized Europe’s vaccine roll-
out as “too slow”. The World Health Organization’s 
regional director for Europe Hans Kluge said coun-
tries and their populations must not become com-
placent about the pandemic. 

“Don’t think the COVID-19 pandemic is over,” 
Kluge told AFP in an interview, while adding that 
vaccination rates needed to increase. “The pandemic 
will be over once we reach 70 percent minimum 
coverage in vaccination,” the regional director said. 
In the 53 countries and territories that make up the 
WHO’s European region - including several in 
Central Asia - 26 percent of the population has 
received a first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine.  

In the European Union, 36.6 percent of the popu-
lation has received at least one dose and 16.9 per-
cent have been fully vaccinated, according to a 
count by AFP. Kluge said one of his main concerns 
was the increased contagiousness of new variants. 
“We know for example that the B.1617  
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KUWAIT: Since February 2021, Kuwait has 
barred foreigners, including legal residents, from 
returning to Kuwait. Foreigners may leave but can-
not return until further notice. The second lengthy 
period of the airport’s closure to foreigners has had 
a devastating impact on expatriates, many of whom 
have family abroad or are stuck abroad.  

Kuwait Times invited expatriates who have been 
affected by the travel restrictions related to COVID-
19 to share their stories. Kuwait Times received 
more than a 1,000 responses via comments, direct 
messages and emails. (See Pages 4 & 5)

Readers speak out  
on impact of travel  
curbs on expats

HANOI: Vietnam has discovered a new COVID-19 
variant which spreads quickly by air and is a combi-
nation of the Indian and British strains, health offi-
cials confirmed yesterday. The country is struggling 
to deal with fresh outbreaks across more than half 
of its territory, including industrial zones and big 

cities such as Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City. More 
than 6,800 cases including 47 deaths have been 
reported in Vietnam, with the lion’s share occurring 
since April. 

“We have discovered a new hybrid variant from 
the Indian and the UK strains,” Health Minister 
Nguyen Thanh Long told a national meeting on the 
pandemic yesterday, according to state media. “The 
characteristic of this strain is that it spreads quickly 
in the air. The concentration of virus in the throat 
fluid increases rapidly and spreads very strongly to 
the surrounding environment.” 

He did not specify the number of cases recorded 
with this new variant but said Vietnam will soon 

announce the discovery in the world’s map of 
genetic strains. Vietnam’s Central Institute of 
Hygiene and Epidemiology said in a statement yes-
terday that its scientists had detected gene muta-
tions in four out of 32 patient samples through gene 
sequencing. 

There were seven known coronavirus variants in 
Vietnam before Long’s announcement, according to 
the Ministry of Health. The communist country has 
previously received widespread applause for its 
aggressive pandemic response, with mass quaran-
tines and strict contact tracing helping keep infec-
tion rates relatively low. 

Continued on Page 2

Vietnam discovers  
new hybrid  
COVID-19 variant

SYDNEY: In this file photo taken on April 19, 2021, a 
woman hugs a family member before his departure for 
New Zealand at Sydney International Airport. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan speaks during the opening ceremony of Taksim Mosque in 
Taksim Square on Friday. — AFP 

 News in brief

Saudi lifts ban on 11 countries  
 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia is lifting a ban on trav-
elers arriving from 11 out of 20 countries that it 
imposed to curb the spread of coronavirus, but 
wil l  sti l l  require quarantine procedures. 
Travelers from France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, 
Japan, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland, UAE, UK 
and US will be allowed entry from today, SPA 
reported. The remaining nine countries from 
which travelers are still banned are Argentina, 
Brazil , Egypt, India, Indonesia, Lebanon, 
Pakistan, South Africa and Turkey —KUNA 

Missing girl feared dead  
 
ROME: Police in Italy are searching for the 
body of an 18-year-old girl suspected to have 
been killed by her Pakistani family after refus-
ing an arranged marriage. The girl’s parents, an 
uncle and two cousins are under investigation 
for murder, lieutenant colonel Stefano Bove of 
the Carabinieri police said yesterday. All “are 
supposed to have taken part in the crime”, he 
told reporters, while officers were combing 
through farmland to find the missing girl, 
Saman Abbas. — AFP 

EU backs jab for adolescents 
 
THE HAGUE: The EU’s drug watchdog on Friday 
approved the Pfizer/BioNTech coronavirus jab 
for 12 to 15-year-olds, the first vaccine to get the 
green light for children in the bloc. The vaccine 
was “well tolerated” in adolescents and there 
were no “major concerns” in terms of side effects, 
the Amsterdam-based European Medicines 
Agency said. The move will be a further boost for 
Europe’s vaccination program.  — AFP 

Vaccine less effective against strain 
  
PARIS: The Pfizer vaccine is slightly less effec-
tive but appears to still protect against the 
more transmissible Indian strain of the virus 
that causes COVID-19, according to a study by 
France’s Pasteur Institute. “Despite slightly 
diminished efficacy, the Pfizer vaccine probably 
protects” against the Indian variant, according 
to laboratory test results, said Olivier Schwartz, 
the institute’s director and co-author of the 
study that was published on the BioRxiv web-
site ahead of peer review. — AFP  

Tourists scarce  
as travel bubbles  
fail to inflate 
 
WELLINGTON: Quarantine-free travel bubbles 
were hailed as tourism’s “godsend” earlier this year, 
but cancellations and suspensions have deflated hopes 
they will herald a return to pre-pandemic normality. 
Perhaps the world’s most high-profile bubble opened 
between Australia and New Zealand on April 19, lead-
ing to emotional scenes as families split when borders 
closed almost 400 days earlier were reunited. 
Since then, New Zealand has ordered partial shut-
downs on four occasions due to virus scares in 
Australian states, the most serious of which forced 

Melbourne into a snap lockdown this week. A spike 
of COVID-19 cases in Taiwan burst its bubble with 
the tiny Pacific nation of Palau last week, while Hong 
Kong and Singapore have been struggling to stand 
up a quarantine-free travel arrangement for six 
months. 
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison will take 
advantage of the trans-Tasman bubble this week-
end, when he travels to New Zealand for the first 
time since the pandemic hit for talks with Kiwi 
counterpart Jacinda Ardern. The pair will meet in 
the South Island mountain resort of Queenstown, 
where Ardern has vowed to show him the sights, 
including adventure activities and glacier-fed lakes. 
Like tourist centers everywhere, the so-called 
“adrenaline capital of the world” struggled without 
overseas travelers, and Queenstown restaurateur 
Alex Boyes said the trans-Tasman bubble had not 
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Erdogan opens  
first mosque in  
Taksim Square 
 
ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan on Friday inaugurated the first mosque in 
Istanbul’s Taksim Square, transforming the land-
scape of the area, eight years to the day after 
protests began there that shook his government. 
The mosque is Erdogan’s mark on the square, the 
most famous area in Turkey’s economic capital, and 
a fulfilment of a 30-year-old dream. 

“Taksim Mosque now occupies a prominent 
place among the symbols of Istanbul,” Erdogan said 
after performing Friday prayers at the site. “God 
willing, it will stay until the end of time.” The opening 
was met with enthusiasm, with several thousand 
people praying outside in the square because the 
mosque filled so quickly, an AFP correspondent said. 

Continued on Page 2

US says it is considering vaccine passport for travel abroad

PARIS: People raise their hands before the start of a test concert of French rock band Indochine and French DJ 
Etienne de Crecy, aimed to investigate how such events can take place safely amidst the COVID-19 pandemic 
at the AccorHotels Arena yesterday. — AFP  


