
Tuchel earns second
crack at Champions
League glory 
PARIS: Whatever happens in tomorrow’s Champions League
final against Manchester City, Chelsea’s Thomas Tuchel can al-
ready claim a small bit of history by becoming the first coach to
make it to the showpiece game in European club football in suc-
cessive seasons with different clubs.

Tuchel’s impact on Chelsea, at least up until the last few
matches, has been little short of remarkable and, it can be argued,
hardly reflects well on his old side Paris Saint-Germain. The French
giants’ gratitude towards Tuchel for leading them to the Champi-
ons League final for the first time in their history last season was
not enough to stop them sacking him in December.

PSG have since gone on, under Tuchel’s replacement Mauri-
cio Pochettino, to finish second in Ligue 1 to Lille while going
out of the Champions League in the semi-finals to Pep Guardi-
ola’s City. In any case Tuchel came out of that sacking with his
reputation intact, in large part thanks to the job he did in taking
PSG to last season’s final where they lost narrowly to Bayern

Munich in Lisbon.
At Chelsea, he took over a team that was underperforming

under Frank Lampard and had an immediate impact — Tuchel has
turned the London club into a supremely well-drilled machine
with a three-man defense led by his old captain in Paris, Thiago
Silva. They kept 18 clean sheets in his first 24 matches in charge,
culminating in the semi-final victory over Real Madrid.

‘Great connection’
“He came in and from the first minute the players felt a great

connection with him, from the first meeting,” said midfielder
Mateo Kovacic this week. “It was like he had been here for two
years so it came quite naturally, everything. I think the team com-
pletely changed, how we approach games, like we were more
confident, solid at the back, not conceding anything in the last
two or three months.”

After the difficulties of dealing with a Paris team built around
Neymar, Tuchel has been effusive in his praise of the Premier
League and the mentality of the players he inherited at Stamford
Bridge. “It is different here, it’s like we play a Champions League
game every weekend and I think in the end it means we are better
prepared,” Silva, who spent eight years at PSG, said after the
Madrid semi-final.

Silva joined in August but when Tuchel came in, he took over
a team that looked unlikely to qualify for next season’s Champi-
ons League before leading them to a top-four finish. Now they

have the chance to cap it all if they can win tomorrow’s final in
Porto to give Tuchel the medal he missed out on last year.

Chelsea have already beaten City twice under their new
coach, a 1-0 FA Cup semi-final victory being followed by a 2-1
away success in the league. It has not all been a bed of roses
though, with Chelsea losing three of their last four games, includ-
ing the 1-0 defeat by Leicester City in the FA Cup final. “It con-
cerns me because it always concerns me when we lose, and it’s
not so easy to get a grip on these losses and analyze them,”
Tuchel said this week.

Back in Portugal
Now he is back in Portugal, where he took PSG through two

knockout ties against Atalanta and RB Leipzig in the ‘Final Eight’
last season before succumbing to Bayern. Tuchel followed in the
footsteps of Jurgen Klopp when he took the coaching job at
Mainz at the start of his career and again at Dortmund.

He is now hoping to match Klopp’s achievement in winning the
Champions League final in 2019 with Liverpool, 12 months after
his side lost at the same stage to Madrid. However, the 47-year-
old is not convinced his experience last season means much to the
players who will step out at the Estadio do Dragao against City.

“If I was a player, I am not sure I would love to hear the story
from my coach who was there last year with a different team,”
Tuchel admitted. “If we had it together as a team we would clearly
use it but now we arrive for the first time together.” — AFP
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LONDON: A decade on from when he last
lifted the Champions League trophy, Man-
chester City manager Pep Guardiola is once
again in the final and is looking to back up his
claim to being the greatest coach football has
ever seen.

Victory over Chelsea in Porto would take
Guardiola level with Zinedine Zidane, Carlo
Ancelotti and Bob Paisley as the only men to
win three European Cups as coach. The 50-
year-old’s record in 12 seasons at Barcelona,
Bayern Munich and City speaks for itself.
Among his 26 major trophies are nine league
titles, three in each of Spain, Germany, Eng-
land, and nine domestic cups.

At his boyhood club Barca he also con-
quered the Champions League in two of his
first three seasons. But since masterminding
one of the greatest ever performances in a Eu-
ropean final to sweep aside Manchester United
3-1 at Wembley in 2011, Europe’s top club
competition has been the one blot on Guardi-
ola’s record.

Newly-crowned European champions Bay-
ern expected a dynasty when the Catalan ar-
rived in Bavaria fresh from a year’s sabbatical
in 2013. Instead, Guardiola’s Bayern suffered
semi-final heartache to Spanish opposition in
each of his three seasons in charge.

City’s determination to create the perfect
project to lure him to Manchester by appoint-
ing his former colleagues at Barcelona, Txiki
Begiristain and Ferran Soriano, to top jobs at
the Etihad Stadium has been fully vindicated
with three Premier League titles in the past
four years. “They have an incredible squad
and the best manager in the world and that
makes it a good recipe,” said Liverpool boss
Jurgen Klopp after City dethroned his side as

English champions.
Chelsea manager Thomas Tuchel is also a

Guardiola disciple, labelling City “the bench-
mark” for the Blues to aim for. Guardiola has
been so revered because he brings a style to go
with the substance of hoarding trophies.

“He’s had, arguably, the most positive influ-
ence of anyone, ever on our game,” said former
England striker Gary Lineker on how Guardiola
has shaped a change of style in English football
more reliant on technique than tenacity.

Overthinking
Yet the Champions League continued to

bring out the worst in Guardiola as persistent
tinkering and surprise team selections saw
him labeled as a coach guilty of overthinking
a series of knockout ties. City did not even
make it beyond the quarter-finals in his first
four seasons in charge as a combination of
wasteful finishing, defensive errors and con-
troversial refereeing calls repeatedly com-
bined to cost them.

That has all changed this season with the
signing of Portuguese center-back Ruben
Dias helping City to boast the tightest de-
fense in the Champions League, while Guardi-
ola’s use of a system without a natural striker
has not stopped City scoring four goals in
each of their knockout ties against Borussia
Monchengladbach, Borussia Dortmund and
Paris Saint-Germain.

“We are quite a similar team from in the past
when we were out,” said Guardiola this week.
“The margins are little details. This year it fell
on our side when for many years it was the op-
posite. Now we are quite satisfied to get to the
final but we know if you don’t have a huge de-
sire to win it, a huge desire to know what we

have to do, it will not be possible to win the
game, to win the Champions League.”

Winning the Champions League has been
the long-term goal for City’s Abu Dhabi owners
since Sheikh Mansour’s takeover transformed

the club 13 years ago. In their 10th season in the
competition, City have finally made it to the
final. A decade of disappointment for both the
club and their manager will be quickly forgot-
ten if they make history tomorrow. — AFP

Man City’s Guardiola on the brink of
exorcising Champions League demons
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