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Are aliens watching us?  That’s what
Americans hope to find out when a
report on the US government’s secret

files on UFOs goes to Congress next month
after years of sightings and videos suggesting
that highly advanced extraterrestrials are,
indeed, out there. But the report from the
Director of National Intelligence, pulled
together with classified military files, could fall
short of explaining scores of purported
unidentified flying object incidents over
decades.

While not clearly rejecting the alien theory,
Pentagon officials make clear their real inter-
est is in whether UFOs, or unidentified aerial
phenomena (UAP) in the US military’s parl-
ance, could represent actual threats from
adversaries here on earth. Attention has
mounted ahead of the report that the US spy
chief is required to turn over to Congress by
the end of June.  An unclassified version will
be made public, while a more detailed classi-
fied one will remain secret-likely frustrating
hard-core “ufologists”.

The CBS news journal “60 Minutes” inter-
viewed US Navy pilots who said they had
seen inexplicable aircraft that flew faster and
were more maneuverable that anything seen
before. Officials with access to classified intel-
ligence drummed up the mystery. “What is
true-and I’m actually being serious here-is
that there’s footage and records of objects in
the skies that we don’t know exactly what

they are,” former president Barack Obama
told “The Late Late Show” on May 17.

“There are a lot more sightings than have
been made public,” John Ratcliffe, who was
director of National Intelligence for the last
eight months of Donald Trump’s administra-
tion, said on Fox News in March. “There are
instances where we don’t have good explana-
tions for some of the things that we’ve seen.”

Drones, party balloons 
Last year the US Defense Department

released three black-and-white videos taken
by Navy aviators that appear to show UFOs.
The pilots express amazement at what they
are seeing, and no explanation is offered. For
the department, though, it is not about aliens
but about possible technology created by US
rivals that they were unaware of. In August
the Pentagon formed a task force “to detect,
analyze and catalog UAPs that could poten-
tially pose a threat to US national security.”

But the military does not want to reveal the
results of its internal investigations because it
hopes to protect its own activities, technology
and intelligence. If UAPs are from a potential
adversary, the task force doesn’t want to pro-
vide information that would give them details
on what is known or unknown, a Pentagon
official said. That leaves many incidents
“unexplained,” at least to the public. The offi-
cial did say, however, that many UFO sight-
ings can be everyday objects that increasingly
clutter air space: weather balloons, metallic
party balloons, amateur and professional
drones, all with varying radar signatures. In
addition, there are many variables that affect
what pilots think they are seeing: their own
speed, reflections from the sun, the weather
and other issues.  A pilot over the ocean
might think an object is moving with extreme
speed because it appears that way, and in
reality it is moving as slowly as a car.

Moreover, sightings could also be of the
Pentagon’s own highly classified experiments
and prototypes. “The Department of Defense
takes reports of incursions into our airspace-
by any aircraft, identified or unidentified-very
seriously, and investigates each one,” said
Sue Gough, a Department of Defense
spokesperson. “As we collect additional data,
we expect to close the gap between identified
and unidentified and avoid strategic surprise
regarding adversary technology,” she said.

‘We simply don’t know’ 
The worry is that at least some of the inci-

dents could represent technology that the
United States does not have but that China or
Russia might possess. “If somebody is up
there trying to identify how we train and how
we fight, that gives them an advantage,” said
the Pentagon official. Luis Elizondo, who
worked in the Pentagon investigating UFOs,
said on the ABC News program “This Week”
on Sunday that some of the objects that have
been sighted “can outperform anything that
we have in our inventory.” “We know that
whatever it is in our skies is real. The question
is, what is it?” he said. “The bottom line is, we
simply don’t know,” he said.— AFP 

This file video grab image obtained April 28,
2020 courtesy of the US Department of Defense
shows part of an unclassified video taken by
Navy pilots that have circulated for years show-
ing interactions with “unidentified aerial phe-
nomena”. — AFP 

Pitt lawyers say
judge ordered
change to Jolie
custody deal
ACalifornia judge ruled that a custody

order concerning Brad Pitt and Angelina
Jolie’s children must be modified in his

favor, according to court documents filed by
the “Fight Club” actor’s lawyers. Superstars Pitt
and Jolie, who have six children and were
once Hollywood’s highest profile couple, for-
mally divorced two years ago but have
remained locked in a private court battle since.
The pair announced in 2018 they had reached
an amicable settlement over the children-three
biological and three adopted-which appears to
have unraveled.

Documents filed by Pitt’s attorneys at a
California appeals court seen by AFP claim a
privately appointed judge made a “tentative rul-
ing” in which he found “the existing custody
order between the parties must be modified,
per Mr. Pitt’s request.” The papers also claim
that the judge found Jolie’s “testimony lacked

credibility in many important areas” and that
her bid to challenge the new custody proceed-
ings would “work grave harm upon the chil-
dren, who will be further denied permanence
and stability.” Jolie, 45, is attempting to have
the judge dismissed from the divorce case.

The terms of the pair’s original childcare
agreement were never publicly revealed, but
US entertainment media has widely reported
that Pitt has been seeking equal custody, while
Jolie sought sole custody. —AFP

Eric Carle, author and illustrator of the
beloved children’s classic “The Very
Hungry Caterpillar,” has died aged 91,

according to a statement from his official
Instagram account on Wednesday. The book,
first published in 1969, features a caterpillar
who eats his way through many different foods
on different days of the week before finally
emerging as a butterfly. With its distinctive art-
work and subtle educational concepts, the 224-
word book has been translated into 66 lan-
guages and sold more than 50 million copies
worldwide.

“It is with heavy hearts that we share that
Eric Carle, author and illustrator of The Very
Hungry Caterpillar and many other beloved
classics, passed away on Sunday, May 23rd at
the age of 91,” the statement read, without
elaborating. It continued: “When asked why he
thinks The Very Hungry Caterpillar has
remained popular for so long, Carle said, ‘I
think it is a book of hope. Children need hope.
You, little insignificant caterpillar can grow up
into a beautiful butterfly and fly into the world

with your talent.’
“Thank you, Eric Carle for sharing your great

talent with so many generations of young read-
ers,” it said. Carle wrote and illustrated more
than 70 books for young children, including
“The Grouchy Ladybug,” “The Very Busy
Spider” and “The Very Lonely Firefly.”

“Our hearts are heavy tonight with the loss
of our beloved co-founder Eric Carle who has
passed away,” read a tweet from The Eric Carle
Museum of Picture Book Art in Amherst,
Massachusetts. The museum described Carle
as “our friend, our inspiration, and a creative
visionary for generations of artists and chil-
dren.” Carle’s distinctive collage illustrations are
mostly acrylic paint on plain tissue paper. The
paint however goes on in different ways - via
bushes of different sizes, sometimes fingers,
and sometimes stamped on with sponges or
even carpet pieces.—AFP

In this file photo Writer-director-producer-
actress Angelina Jolie Pitt (left) and actor-pro-
ducer Brad Pitt arrive for the opening night gala
premiere of Universal Pictures’ ‘By the Sea’ dur-
ing AFI FEST 2015 presented by Audi at the TCL
Chinese Theatre in Hollywood. — AFP 
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