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KUWAIT: The National Assembly yesterday
overwhelmingly approved a law allocating KD
600 million to grant financial rewards for over
200,000 frontline workers who worked in the
campaign against the coronavirus pandemic.

The assembly also agreed in principle on
amendments to widen the scope and penalties
of a Zionist entity boycott law stipulating a jail
sentence of up to three years for dealing with
Israel, as MPs strongly condemned Zionist
aggressions on Jerusalem and the Palestinians.

At the start of the special session, leading
opposition MP Obaid Al-Wasmi, who made a
historical victory in a by-election on Saturday,
took the oath to officially become a member of
parliament. The frontline workers’ rewards law
was passed by 61 MPs and opposed by one
member, MP Adnan Abdulsamad who strongly
criticized the law for its limited scope and lack
of regulations.

The law is applicable to Kuwaiti and expatri-

ate employees who took part in the efforts to
combat the coronavirus pandemic in the period
between February 24 - May 31, 2020.
Abdulsamad criticized the law for not including
frontline workers who worked after June 1, 2020
until now, even those who may be infected or
die as a result. He said the legislation is not
needed and the government can grant the
rewards through Cabinet decisions if it was
serious enough. He said that the State Audit
Bureau has stated that the number of beneficiar-
ies has been highly inflated as many undeserved
workers will be paid while some who deserve it
will not be paid.

Finance Minister Khalifa Hamada said that
the frontline workers have been classified into
high risk and medium risk groups and that
Kuwaitis who died while combating the disease
will be treated as “martyrs” while non-Kuwaitis
who died will be paid ten times their salary.

MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji said that based on
the lists of names, as many as 198,000 employ-
ees do not actually deserve the rewards.

Opposition MP Hasan Jowhar strongly criticized
the government for failing to handle this issue
adding that “the biggest reward for the Kuwaiti
people is the departure of this government.”

Stand with Palestine
In the meantime, a large number of MPs

hailed the position of the Kuwaiti government
and people towards the Zionist aggressions on
the Palestinians and the disposition of
Palestinian homes in Jerusalem.

The assembly unanimously passed in princi-
ple legislation to toughen penalties against
dealing with or visiting the Zionist entity by
both Kuwaiti citizens and expats who have legal
residence permits in the country. The assembly
asked the legal and legislative and foreign affairs
committee to revise the legislation to be
approved in the next session.

Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem read a state-
ment approved by the assembly in which it
expressed continuous solidarity and support
with the Palestinian people until they establish

their independent state with East Jerusalem as
its capital.

The statement expressed the assembly’s
strong condemnation of the latest Zionist
aggression on Gaza and the Zionist crimes in
Jerusalem, the West Bank and against the
Palestinians in the territories occupied in 1948.

The assembly also rejected a report by its
educational committee which called to hold the
higher secondary examinations online as only
26 MPs voted for the report from 53 members
in attendance. This means that the education
ministry will hold written exams in classrooms
despite strong warnings by opposition MPs that
the health situation is not suitable for gathering
students in exam halls.

Education Minister Ali Al-Mudhaf said that
stringent health conditions will be applied dur-
ing the exams as six students only will sit in an
examination room with a maximum of 25 rooms
in a school. He however said that if the health
conditions deteriorate, the ministry will hold
online exams instead. 

Court repeals death
sentence in maid’s
murder case
KUWAIT: The appeals court overruled a
court of first instance ruling that sentenced a
Kuwaiti woman to death after she was accused
of killing her Filipina domestic helper, and
instead sentenced her to 15 years in jail. The
case had caused a rift in Kuwait-Philippines
relations and prompted Philippines authorities
to ban its labor from traveling to Kuwait.

The ruling came after the court determined
that premeditation was not present in the case.
The court meanwhile upheld the suspect’s hus-
band’s four-year jail sentence, Al-Anbaa Arabic
daily reported yesterday. The public prosecu-

tion had charged the suspect with premeditated
murder, saying that she attacked the victim with
an iron and a car key on various parts of her
body, including the head and chest, with the
intention of killing her. The suspect’s motives
were suspicions she had that the maid had a
relationship with her husband, and carried out
black magic to separate the married couple.

The suspect was also accused of forcing the
victim to work for extended periods of time,
causing her health to deteriorate. The prosecu-
tion also charged the two suspects of human
trafficking, failure to fulfill their duties towards
the victim, and forced her to work illegally, and
refraining from taking her to hospital in fear
that her injuries would expose their abuse,
which ultimately led to her death. The wife was
also charged with giving false information to
health authorities when she lied to get a pre-
scription medication to treat the maid at home,
instead of taking the maid to see a doctor. 

Ending coronavirus
lockdowns increases
global oil prices:
Analysts
KUWAIT: The recent rise in oil prices around
the world is due to an increase in fuel demand
after the coronavirus lockdowns ended as
many people took the COVID-19 vaccination,
said two Kuwaiti oil analysts. In separate state-
ments yesterday, the analysts noted that OPEC
Plus succeeded in maintaining a balance
between oil offer and demand, leading to a rise
in prices.

The international rise in oil prices earlier
this year was thought to be temporary, howev-

er, OPEC, led by Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and
Kuwait was able to maintain these prices with
the OPEC Plus group, professor of oil engi-
neering at Kuwait University Dr Ahmad Al-
Kouh noted. OPEC Plus maintained prices by
decreasing the amount of offered oil in the
markets, he added. Maintaining prices around
$65 per barrel until the end of 2021 would be a
big achievement for OPEC Plus, Kouh also
said.

In the meantime, analyst Jamal Al-Gharaballi
said there are positive signs of recovery in the
world economy, with the decrease in COVID-
19 cases and the OPEC Plus’ agreement on
limiting oil production to specific rates. He not-
ed that there are positive improvements in the
US-Iranian file and expectations that Iran
would export extra amounts of oil. In order to
face this increase in Iranian exports, OPEC
Plus might decrease the number of other coun-
tries, mainly Saudi Arabia, Gharaballi said.

Assembly passes law to reward
KD 600 million to frontline workers

MPs condemn Zionist atrocities, nod to widen boycott law

Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah speaks with MPs during the session.
KUWAIT: Finance Minister Khalifa Hamada speaks during a special parliament session yesterday. —
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