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ing the camera high while half of my body
was under water. I succeeded in saving
the camera from getting damaged, and
they later pulled me out. Now I focus on
taking photos of birds, which I enjoy the
most. I have held two exhibitions of my
photos - in 1990 and 2017,” added Qaffaf.

As’ad Abdullah became a photojour-
nalist in 2005 after joining Al-Seyassah
daily. Two years later, he joined Al-Rai
newspaper and is the head of the depart-
ment now. He was seriously injured and
was taken to hospital while taking photos
of a demonstration in Sabah Al-Nasser.
“One of the participants who was escaping
from the police hit me with his vehicle. The
funniest and longest assignment was
when I went to photograph the ‘Hawally
Monster’ during his court hearing. I went
very early with another photographer, at
5:00 am. I told him I will rest for 30 min-
utes only, but he also fell asleep. We woke
up after more than an hour and missed the
suspect entering the court. So we had to
wait about 12 hours till 6:00 pm, when he
left,” said Abdullah.

Rezq Tawfeeq, the head of the photog-
raphy department at Al-Seyassah, started
his career as a photojournalist in 1999
when he joined the paper. “The worst
assignment in my career was when I went
to take a photo of a man who just died
after an overdose in front of his family’s

house. I took the photo with a flash, and
his family saw me. The men gathered and
beat me so badly that I thought I would
die. We later went to the police station and
resolved the matter. Another time I was
beaten was when I went with other pho-
tographers to shoot at the cemetery. The
family of the deceased got into a fight over
whether the deceased was a martyr or not.
They start fighting and then attacked the
photographers. Some of them had their
cameras broken,” recalled Tawfeeq.

Ahmad Surur started his career as a
photojournalist in Syria in 1983. He arrived
in Kuwait in 1991 and joined Al-Seyassah.
He then worked for Al-Rai, Al-Anbaa,
Awan, Al-Qabas and finally KUNA, where

he still works. “The most difficult assign-
ment was in Somalia. I went with a team
from Al-Anbaa during the war there. I was
arrested there and was about to be exe-
cuted. The head of the delegation Adnan
Al-Rashed worked quickly to free me from
prison. Also, shooting military actions in
Iraq was tough from near the border. The
most interesting assignment was when I
went onboard an aircraft carrier in the
Arabian Gulf and Sea,” Surur said.

Mahmoud Jadeed became a photo-
journalist in 2006 when he joined Al-
Seyassah, where he works till today. “The
most painful assignment was during a
football match in which my son was a
goalkeeper. While I was taking photos,

one of the players shot the ball at my face,
injuring me,” he said.

Jamal Al-Minshawi joined Al-Qabas in
2000 as a photojournalist and still works
there. “The most interesting assignment
was when we went to photograph a suici-
dal woman in Salwa. The woman was at
the window of a flat on the third floor, and
the weather was hot. It was 1:00 pm, and
by 4:00 pm, the photographers got tired
and decided to leave. They put their cam-
eras down, but I didn’t. A few minutes later
the woman jumped, and I was the only
one who took a photo. She didn’t die as
the police had already placed mattresses
across the entire area,” he recalled.

Mohammed Morsi Al-Habaal, started
working in 2003 at Shu Fe Ma Fe
Magazine as a dealer. He then passed a
course of photography and start taking
photos for the same magazine. Later he
joined Habayibna Magazine, the Oil
Ministry, and finally Al-Seyassah Daily
where he works till now. “The most excit-
ing assignment was during a diving cover-
age in Khairan. While we were taking pho-
tos a colleague fall from the boat and he
was holding pulling me. I was about to fall
in the sea with my camera, but my friends
rescued me and I saved the camera,” he
noted.
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