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LOS ANGELES: Talen Horton-Tucker drained a
clutch three-pointer in the closing seconds of over-
time as the Los Angeles Lakers snatched a thrilling
101-99 victory over the New York Knicks on
Tuesday. Horton-Tucker’s 24-foot effort with 21.1
seconds remaining sealed a battling win for the
Lakers and prevented the Knicks from clinching their
first playoff appearance since 2013.

It was the dramatic final act of a pulsating clash at
the Staples Center, which saw the Knicks’ former
Lakers player Julius Randle dominate for long peri-
ods with a 31-point display. Randle looked to have
given the Knicks the edge with a superb three-point-
er of his own from 25ft which put the visitors up 99-
98 with just over a minute remaining. But a crucial
travelling call against Randle moments later surren-
dered possession to the Lakers, allowing Horton-
Tucker to grab his game-winning late three-pointer.

The victory means the Lakers’ faint hopes of
securing an automatic playoff place are still alive,
with three games remaining. The Lakers, who were
missing the injured LeBron James, are seventh in the
Western Conference with 39 wins against 30 defeats.
The top six teams advance automatically to the post-
season. Horton-Tucker finished with 13 points while
Kyle Kuzma led the Lakers scoring with 23. Anthony
Davis added 20 points while Andre Drummond had
16 points with 18 rebounds. Randle meanwhile was
backed by Derrick Rose, who had 27 points.

Elsewhere Tuesday, Andrew Wiggins poured in 38
points as the Golden State Warriors upset the second
ranked Phoenix Suns 122-116 in San Francisco. The
Warriors, who downed the Western Conference lead-
ers Utah on Monday, fought back from a 16-point first
half deficit to grind out a gutsy win. Steph Curry had
21 points for the Dubs while Kent Bazemore added 17.
Devin Booker led the Phoenix scorers with 34 points
while veteran Chris Paul added 24.

Sixers frustrated
In other games, Caris LeVert scored 24 points as

the Indiana Pacers staged a fourth quarter rally to
frustrate the Philadelphia 76ers’ bid for the Eastern
Conference top seed ranking. The Sixers could have
clinched top spot heading into the playoffs with a

victory over the Pacers, who are ninth in the stand-
ings, but instead crashed to a 103-94 defeat in
Indianapolis.

Philadelphia had led by 16 points late in the sec-
ond quarter, but were gradually reeled in by a
dogged Pacers performance during the second half.
Power forward Tobias Harris led the scoring with 27
points while Ben Simmons finished with 20 points
eight rebounds and seven assists. Philadelphia’s
preparations had been disrupted by a late withdrawal
by Joel Embiid, who was ruled out with an undis-
closed non-COVID illness earlier Tuesday. “We
didn’t have any execution tonight, we really didnt,”
Sixers coach Doc Rivers said. “We lost our focus.
Just couldn’t make anything in the second half.”

In Boston, the Miami Heat provided more evi-
dence that they are hitting form at the right time with
a 129-121 win over the Celtics to book their playoff
place. Miami, beaten by the Lakers in last season’s

NBA Finals, punched their ticket with a confident
victory that saw Tyler Herro finish with 24 points and
11 rebounds.

Five other Miami players finished in double fig-
ures, with Bam Adebayo and Duncan Robinson
adding 22 points each. Jimmy Butler, who left the
game and did not return after being poked in the eye
in the first half, had 13 points.

Elsewhere, the Brooklyn Nets warmed up for the
postseason with a 115-107 defeat of the Chicago
Bulls. Kevin Durant finished with 21 points on a night
when coach Steve Nash could afford to share the
minutes amongst his roster.

Only one of the nine Nets players who had
game time failed to reach double figures, with
Landry Shamet finishing with only one point. Zach
LaVine scored 41 points for the Bulls, who are
clinging onto the faint hope of securing a play-in
place from the East. — AFP

Last-gasp Lakers keep Knicks
waiting for playoff berth

LOS ANGELES: Julius Randle #30 of the New York Knicks drives between Wesley Matthews #9 and Anthony
Davis #3 of the Los Angeles Lakers during a 101-99 Laker win in overtime at Staples Center on Tuesday in Los
Angeles, California. — AFP

Fans must show
they’re virus-free to
attend Roland Garros
PARIS: French Open fans must show they are free
from COVID-19 if they want to be among the small
number of spectators allowed to attend the last five
days of this year’s Roland Garros, organizers said
yesterday.

French tennis federation director-general Amelie
Oudea-Castera said potential spectators at the
May 30-June 13 Grand Slam must demonstrate
proof, from June 9, that they had a negative PCR or
antigen test within 48 hours of attendance, or bear
a certificate of vaccination.

“The activation of the health pass is a little revo-
lution for us that allows us to unlock the limits a lit-
tle and which will be a big first,” Oudea-Castera
said. She added that up to 5,388 spectators would
be admitted at the Roland Garros site in western
Paris until June 8, in line with current French gov-
ernment coronavirus-related regulations on fan-
based events.

That figure will go up to 13,146 a day later
thanks to the government’s decision to raise fan
numbers to a 65 percent limit of actual capacity.
The tennis federation, however, has not received a
waiver concerning the curfew currently in force in
France, meaning there will be no fans present for
the first nine evening sessions.

The nationwide curfew, presently between 7pm
and 6am, will be pushed back to 9pm on May 19
and 11pm from June 9, meaning the 10th and final
evening session, scheduled to start at 1800 GMT,
will be able to be attended by a crowd of 5,000.

This year’s Roland Garros has already been
pushed back by one week, with organizers hoping
the COVID-19 situation in France will have
improved enough to maximize the number of fans.
Last year’s Roland Garros was delayed by four
months due to the pandemic. A maximum of 1,000
spectators were allowed on site each day.

‘Significant shortfall’
In non-COVID times, the French Open was

capable of welcoming 38,436 fans on a daily basis.
The tennis federation is aiming to sell 118,611 tickets
this year, against some 500,000 for the last prop-
erly held pre-COVID tournament, in 2019. “This is
undoubtedly a very significant shortfall compared
to a normal edition,” Oudea-Castera acknowl-
edged. “There will be very important work on
clearing up the financial situation.”

Federation president Gilles Moretton added:
“Roland-Garros is the lifeblood of the French tennis
economy,” with the tournament representing
around 80 percent of the federation’s budget.
Players, as was the case at last year’s Roland
Garros, will be lodged in two official hotels in a
sanitary bubble. “And there will be no exception,”
tournament director Guy Forget said.

On arrival in Paris, players will go directly to the
hotels for a test and will only receive their accredi-
tation if that test is negative. PCR tests will then be
conducted every four days, Forget said, adding that
players only had access to Roland Garros on their
respective game days, but were allowed to leave
their hotels for one hour a day “to go jogging or get
a bit of air”. — AFP

PARIS: In this file photo taken on June 2, 2019, mem-
bers of the audience watch the men’s singles fourth
round match between Argentina’s Leonardo Mayer
and Switzerland’s Roger Federer on day eight of The
Roland Garros 2019 French Open tennis tournament
in Paris. — AFP

Japan to vaccinate
Olympic athletes
before Games
TOKYO: Japan plans to vaccinate its Olympic ath-
letes before the Tokyo Games, domestic media
reported yesterday, a move that would place them
ahead of the general population as the government
faces pressure over a slow rollout.

There was no immediate comment from Olympic
organizers or Japan’s Olympic Committee on the
reports in the Nikkei and Yomiuri Shimbun dailies,
which did not name their sources. The newspapers
said around 2,500 people including athletes and
coaches would be included, with Japanese sports
federations in charge of administering the jabs.

Japan’s government had previously denied it was
considering a plan to vaccinate athletes ahead of the
general population. Earlier this month, US drug giant
Pfizer and its German partner BioNTech announced
a deal with the International Olympic Committee to
provide vaccines for competitors and staff at the
Tokyo Games. They said initial doses for participat-
ing delegations would begin at the end of May, with-
out specifying which teams would be involved. Japan
has so far only approved the Pfizer jab and the gov-
ernment has faced pressure over the comparatively
slow rollout of its inoculation campaign as Tokyo and
other areas battle new virus emergencies.

For now, only medical workers and the elderly are
eligible for jabs, with no timeline yet set for the gen-
eral population to receive them. Polls show public
dissatisfaction with the rollout, and the government
has pledged to speed up the program.

The Games, opening in just over 10 weeks, face

continued controversy in Japan, where surveys show
a majority oppose holding them this summer. But in a
potential bright spot for organizers, around 280 doc-
tors have applied for just 200 volunteer positions at
the Games, the Kyodo news agency reported yester-
day, citing unnamed sources.

Organizers have come under fire for requesting
medical volunteers step forward to help during the
Games at a time when Japan’s healthcare system is
under pressure from a fourth virus wave. Despite
public opposition, organizers insist the Games can be
held safely this summer, pointing to safety guidelines,
increasing vaccination of athletes and a series of
recent test events in Tokyo.

A spokesman for Toyota, a top Olympic sponsor,
gave an ambivalent response when asked about their
view on the Games. “We are anxiously thinking every
day about what is the best way,” Toyota’s chief com-
munication officer Jun Nagata told reporters. “The
spirit of the Olympics and Paralympics... is based on
the premise that athletes as well as people in Japan
are in a safe environment,” he said. “Part of Japanese
people’s frustration has been directed at athletes,
probably because of worries over medicine. We as a
sponsor really regret that.” — AFP

Kuwait Ramadan
Bowling Open
concludes
KUWAIT: Ramadan Bowling Open
Championship concluded in Kuwait recently
after witnessing a large turnout. Chairman of
Kuwait  Bowling Club Sheikh Talal  Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah said the club’s board of
directors is keen on creating a competitive
atmosphere among players in order to main-
tain their technical level by holding local
championships as an alternative to training

camps abroad due to the extraordinary cir-
cumstances brought about by the coronavirus
pandemic. 

Sheikh Talal lauded the strong competition
during the Ramadan Open Championship and
the large turnout of players of both genders,
which contributed to sharing experiences and
elevating the technical and physical levels of
the athletes. The Bowling Club organized the
month-long Ramadan Open Championship as
part of local events that aim at maintaining the
spirit of competition among athletes. The
players were divided into A and B groups. The
A group winner was Hassan Qassem, followed
by Mohammad Khalid Habeeb and Yaqoub Al-
Shatti. The B group was won by Fahad Al-Ali,
Brian Fernandez and Nawaf Al-Hassan.


