
TEHRAN: Iranian ultra-conservative ex-president
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad put his name forward yester-
day as a candidate to succeed moderate President
Hassan Rouhani in elections next month.

The 64-year-old populist was applauded by several
dozen supporters as he arrived at the interior ministry
to submit his application. “Millions of people across
the country have invited me to stand for election, and
even ordered me to come here to register, placing a
heavy responsibility on my shoulders,” Ahmadinejad
said. The build-up to June 18 polls comes as Iran and
world powers wrangle over reviving a 2015 nuclear
accord, from which the US withdrew unilaterally in
2018, reimposing crippling sanctions. 

Hopefuls have until Saturday to register, and will
then be vetted by the conservative-dominated
Guardian Council before a list of approved candidates
is published by May 27, after which campaigning
begins. But Iranian media considers Ahmadinejad’s
chance of being approved are close to zero.

He said that if he is not approved, he will “not par-
ticipate” in the election, either by backing a candidate
or voting. Ahmadinejad claimed, as he has often done
in recent years, that the Iranian people have lost confi-
dence in the country’s authorities.

He added that he considered the upcoming election
“perhaps the last chance” to save the Islamic republic
in the face of “very sensitive” challenges, both domes-
tic and international.

Fiery rhetoric 
Iran’s president from 2005 to 2013, Ahmadinejad

had to stand down at the end of two consecutive terms
as per the constitution. His successor Rouhani will face
the same obligation in June. Ahmadinejad’s presidency
was marked by fiery rhetoric against Israel and deep
tensions with the West, notably over Iran’s nuclear
program which he enthusiastically championed.

Reinforced by UN Security Council sanctions,

punitive measures cost Iran’s economy billions in vital
oil revenues and foreign investment, leaving the coun-
try struggling with raging inflation, high unemployment
and a depreciated currency.

Hailed by Iran’s poor as their champion but viewed
as a bogeyman by the West, he was blamed by some
analysts for the country’s economic problems. His hotly

disputed re-election victory over key challenger Mir
Hossein Mousavi in 2009 triggered one of Iran’s worst
political crises.

Deadly protests swept Tehran after the vote, which
the opposition says was rigged. Ahmadinejad also
faced the wrath of his own supporters over some
political moves, with some rivals labeling him a “loose
cannon”. His diatribes against Israel-including saying it
was doomed to be “wiped off the map” and that the
Holocaust was a “myth”-even sparked rebukes from
fellow Iranian conservatives for damaging Iran’s inter-
national standing.

But for many Iranians, the blacksmith’s son was
seen as a devout and hardworking man of the people, a
reputation he built on with huge spending programs
and tours of the rural heartland during his first term.
The populist ex-president had also put his name for-
ward for the 2017 presidential election, against the
advice of the country’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

His candidacy was rejected by the Guardian
Council, an unelected body dominated by conserva-
tives and responsible for overseeing the presidential
polls. Ahmedinejad has continued to be a thorn in the
side of authorities, demanding “the immediate holding
of free presidential and parliamentary elections-with-
out their being engineered by the Guardian Council
and without interference by military or security bod-
ies. He has also set up a profile on Twitter-a platform
his administration banned in 2009 — preaching
“Freedom, justice and love,” focused on global issues
like ending racism and inequality. — AFP
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News in brief

Nauru vaccinates all its adults 

KOROR, Palau: The tiny Pacific nation of Nauru
has congratulated itself on a “world record”
COVID-19 vaccination drive which resulted in all its
adult population receiving their first shot. The
remote island nation is one of the few places in the
world to remain virus-free and has now also
become one of the first to give at least one shot to
all adults. Authorities in Palau, another far-flung
island nation in the Pacific, say they are on the verge
of a similar feat, with 97 percent of adults receiving
their first jabs. The Nauru government said its four-
week campaign exceeded expectations as vaccina-
tion centers stayed open for extended hours to
ensure maximum access. —AFP

UN envoy to Yemen to leave post

UNITED NATIONS: The UN envoy for Yemen,
Martin Griffiths, who has been in line for a senior role
at the UN since April, is expected to leave his cur-
rent post, sources said Tuesday. Houthi rebels
recently refused to meet with the 69-year-old British
diplomat, who has held the position since 2018, rais-
ing doubts as to whether he could effectively contin-
ue his work as Yemen’s mediator. On Friday, the US
State Department blasted the Houthi rebels for skip-
ping the opportunity for talks with Griffiths to dis-
cuss a possible resolution to the conflict in Yemen.
The war, which has lasted for years, pits Houthi
rebels against the Yemeni government, which has
been backed since 2015 by Saudi Arabia. — AFP

Colombia toll climbs to 42

BOGOTA: At least 42 people have been killed in
near-daily protests against the Colombian govern-
ment since April 28, the country’s human rights
ombudsman said Tuesday. All but one-a member of
the armed forces-were civilians, the ombudsman’s
office said. The updated toll made these the bloodi-
est demonstrations since Colombia signed a peace
agreement with the FARC guerilla group in 2016,
ending decades of civil war. It is lower than the 47
deaths reported by NGOs, who claim at least 39
were the direct result of “police violence”. — AFP

TEHRAN: Supporters of Iran’s former president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad gather outside the Interior Ministry headquar-
ters in the capital Tehran yesterday as Ahmadinejad arrives to register his candidacy to run again for president in the
elections scheduled for June. — AFP

World powers call 
for de-escalation 
in Jerusalem, Gaza
PARIS: Calls grew yesterday for a de-escalation of
violence after intense hostilities between Zionist forces
and the Palestinians that have left at least 50 dead and
hundreds injured. The occupation army has launched
hundreds of air strikes on the Gaza Strip since
Monday, while Palestinian militants have launched
rockets in some of the worst violence in seven years.
Calls for calm emerged from around the world, here is
a roundup of reactions: 

Russia, Turkey   
President Vladimir Putin yesterday urged Zionist

entity and the Palestinians to halt fighting in a call with
Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who said
the world needs to give the Zionist entity a “strong”
lesson. “Serious concern was expressed about the
continuing clashes and the growing number of people
killed and wounded,” the Kremlin said in a statement.
It added that Putin had “called on the parties to de-
escalate tensions and peacefully resolve the emerging
issues”.

Britain  
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson yesterday

urged Zionist entity and the Palestinians to “step back
from the brink”, calling for both sides to “show

restraint”. “The UK is deeply concerned by the grow-
ing violence and civilian casualties and we want to see
an urgent de-escalation of tensions,” he said on
Twitter. 

EU 
European Union chief Charles Michel called on

occupation forces and Palestinians to halt fighting and
avoid civilian casualties, after speaking with Israeli
President Reuven Rivlin.  “Very worried by the recent
upsurge of violence and indiscriminate targeting.
Priority should be de-escalation and prevention of the
loss of innocent civilian lives on both sides,” European
Council President Michel said on Twitter yesterday.

ICC 
The chief prosecutor of the International Criminal

Court voiced concern at the escalation of violence
between Zionist forces and the Palestinians and said
“crimes” may have been committed.  “I note with great
concern the escalation of violence in the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem, as well as in and around
Gaza, and the possible commission of crimes under the
Rome Statute,” which founded the ICC, Fatou
Bensouda said on Twitter yesterday.

United States 
The United States urged both Zionist entity and the

Palestinians to avoid “deeply lamentable” civilian
deaths, calling for “calm” after days of violence.  “We
don’t want to see provocations. The provocations we
have seen have resulted in a deeply lamentable loss of
life,” he said. “We continue to call for calm, continue to
call on all sides to de-escalate and to exercise restraint
in their actions.” — AFP

NEW YORK: Protesters demanding an end to aggression by the Zionist forces against Palestine march in the street in
Midtown Manhattan on Tuesday in New York City. — AFP

Libya’s latest unity 
government 
faces uphill battle
TUNIS: A new unity government in Libya had raised
hopes the war-ravaged North African nation had
turned a corner towards peace-but analysts warn that
major stumbling blocks remain. Thousands of foreign
mercenaries are still on the ground, political factions
remain deeply divided, and the promise of elections in
December seems to be slipping away. “The honey-
moon period of Libya’s GNU (Government of National
Unity) is now long gone,” said analyst Emadeddin
Badi. The toppling and killing of dictator Muammar
Gaddafi in a 2011 NATO-backed uprising plunged
Libya into a bloody, decade-long struggle for power.
After a grim, year-long battle for the western capital of
Tripoli, in which rival camps were backed by foreign
powers, a truce last summer finally led to a formal UN-
mediated ceasefire in October.

That was followed in March by the establishment of
a new unity government to replace rival administra-
tions in east and west. Interim Prime Minister
Abdulhamid Dbeibah’s administration is charged with
unifying Libya’s institutions and preparing for elec-
tions on December 24. But despite the rare wave of
optimism, Libya’s deep rivalries are beginning to
resurface. “After an unprecedented breakthrough over
the past two months, we have entered a new phase of
doubt-and a resurgence of divisions between east and
west,” noted analyst Imad Jalloul.  

Last week, dozens of gunmen staged a show of
force at a hotel used as a headquarters by Libya’s
presidential council in Tripoli. That came after interim
Foreign Minister Najla Al-Mangoush, from eastern
Libya, angered many in the west by demanding that
Turkey withdraw troops it had deployed during the
civil war. Ankara’s support is widely credited with
western Libyan forces’ victory last June over eastern
strongman Khalifa Haftar, who had waged a year-long
offensive on Tripoli with the backing of Russia and the
United Arab Emirates.

The UN Security Council has since called for the
withdrawal of all foreign troops and mercenaries, esti-
mated to number as many as 20,000. The foreign
fighters are a mixed bunch: Russians from the private
Kremlin-linked Wagner Group, Chadians and
Sudanese, along with Ankara-backed Syrians and
Turkish soldiers deployed under a bilateral agreement
with the previous government in Tripoli.—AFP

Egypt releases men 
accused of gang 
rape in luxury hotel
CAIRO: Egypt’s prosecutor-general on Tuesday
ordered the release of a group of young men accused
of raping a woman in a Cairo luxury hotel in 2014 in
after allegations surfaced online last year. The alleged
assault which took place at the Fairmont Hotel, a five-
star Cairo hotel, involved a group of young men hailing
from wealthy families said to have drugged and raped
a young woman, according to social media accounts
which were investigated by public prosecutors.

“There is insufficient evidence against the defen-
dants to proceed with a criminal case. The release of
those temporarily detained has been ordered,” the

prosecutor-general said in a late statement. The public
prosecution explained how it pursued the alleged per-
petrators by instituting travel bans and issuing interna-
tional arrest warrants for the extradition of three of
them from Lebanon. It also said it questioned the vic-
tim, a witness who was in the hotel suite and 39 other
witnesses who viewed footage of a video clip which
circulated showing the alleged rape.  Police investigat-
ing the alleged incident and forensic doctors were also
questioned, the prosecutor added.

Other reasons cited for the closing of the investiga-
tion were that “contradictions appeared in the testi-
monies of witnesses about key facts of the incident”.

However, it noted the investigation could be
reopened again if further evidence came to light.
Egypt’s #Metoo movement has picked up momentum
since last year with many women coming forward to
share testimonies of sexual misconduct. United Nations
surveys say most women in the deeply conservative
country have been subject to harassment ranging from
catcalling, to pinching, groping and rape. — AFP 

Middle East 
strife drags in 
reluctant Biden
WASHINGTON: Joe Biden entered the White House
hoping to avoid entanglement in the Zionist-Palestinian
conflict. But, like US presidents before him, a crisis is
dragging him in sooner than he would have liked. The
flare-up in violence is putting Biden on a tightrope not
only diplomatically but also at home, where progres-
sives in his Democratic Party are increasingly vocal in
criticism of Zionist entity, which enjoyed zealous sup-
port from former president Donald Trump.

“You can appreciate that the Biden administration
looks at this as a low-value, low-return enterprise
fraught with political risk,” said Aaron David Miller, a
longtime US negotiator on the Middle East. “There are
no prospects of any success at all on this issue. You
don’t have leaders on either side who are willing to
make decisions,” said Miller, now at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace.

“The absolute best that the Biden administration
could achieve in this conflict would be tamping down
the violence,” he said. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan
since last week have been looking to restore calm as
tensions soared over Zionist entity’s potential eviction
of Palestinians from east Jerusalem, which the Jewish

state sees as part of its eternal capital but is consid-
ered occupied by the United Nations.

Following US appeals, the Zionist entity postponed
a court ruling and rerouted a flashpoint march. But
hundreds of Palestinians were injured in clashes with
police, and the Islamist movement Hamas-which con-
trols the Gaza Strip-fired rockets as it demanded the
occupation forces leave the Al-Aqsa mosque com-
pound, holy to Muslims. The Zionist forces responded
with fierce attacks by fighter jets and helicopters, with
at least 50 Palestinians now killed in the violence since
Monday evening. Successive US presidents have tried
to tread carefully on the Middle East in their first
months, and the Biden administration had made explic-
it it was in no rush on peacemaking, especially with
question marks over the futures of both Zionist Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian
President Mahmud Abbas.—AFP

WASHINGTON, DC: President Joe Biden is displayed on
a monitor in the press briefing room while he attends
a virtual meeting with governors at the White House
Tuesday in Washington, DC. — AFP


