
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yes-
terday received a cable of congratula-
tions from His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah on the advent of Eid Al-Fitr. His 
Highness the Amir also received congrat-
ulations cables on the dear occasion from 
the National Assembly Speaker Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem, Kuwait National Guard 
Chief His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali 
Al-Sabah, His Highness Sheikh Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, and His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah. Furthermore, 
His Highness the Amir received similar 
cables from the President of the Supreme 
Judicial Council Counselor Ahmad Al-
Ajeel and Kuwait National Guard Deputy 
Chief retired General Sheikh Ahamd 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. In turn, His 
Highness the Amir thanked them for their 
kind sentiments.  

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown 
Prince received a cable of congratulations 

from Speaker Ghanem on the advent of 
Eid Al-Fitr. His Highness the Crown Prince 
sent a reply cable to Ghanem, thanking him 
for his sincere sentiments. His Highness the 
Crown Prince also exchanged greeting 
cables with His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-
Ali, Sheikh Mubarak Al-Abdullah Al-

Ahmad Al-Sabah, His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser Al-Mohammad, His Highness 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, Justice Ahmad Al-Ajeel, senior state 
officials, sheikhs, ministers, members of the 
diplomatic corps, in addition to citizens 
and residents.  

His Highness the Amir also exchanged 
congratulations cables yesterday with 
Arab and Islamic countries leaders on the 
advent of Eid Al-Fitr. In the cables, His 
Highness the Amir wished many happy 
returns of the dear occasion for both Arab 
and Islamic nations. Furthermore, His 
Highness the Amir received a phone call 
from Tunisian President Kais Saied, on the 
near advent of Eid Al-Fitr. His Highness 
the Amir thanked the President for his 
sincere sentiments, expressed wishes of 
welfare and prosperity for the Tunisian 
people and leadership. 

On Tuesday, His Highness the Amir 
phoned King Abdullah II of Jordan on the 
advent of Eid Al-Fitr. During the telephone 
call, His Highness the Amir expressed sin-
cere congratulations to the Jordanian King 
on the advent of Eid al-Fitr, praying to 
Allah the Almighty that this occasion will 
be repeated with further blessings and 
goodness on the two countries, and Arab 
and Muslim nations. His Highness the Amir 
wished the King good health and Jordan 

further saftey, security and progress. 
Meanwhile, King Abdullah thanked His 
Highness the Amir for this call which 
embodies the deep-rooted relations 
between the two countries. The King also 
congratulated His Highness the Amir on the 
same occasion, wishing him everlasting 
good health and Kuwait more progress 
and prosperity under his wise leadership. 

Similarly, His Highness the Amir on 
Tuesday congratulated, via phone, 
Egyptian President Abdelfattah Al-Sisi 
on the advent of Eid Al-Fitr. In his call, 
His Highness the Amir wished many hap-
py returns of the dear occasion for both 
Arab nations. He also wished President 
Al-Sisi everlasting wellbeing and for the 
Egypt greater security and stability. 
President Sisi thanked His Highness the 
Amir for the good gesture which mirrors 
the depth of relations between the two 
nations. He wished His Highness the Amir 
everlasting wellbeing and for Kuwait 
more progress and welfare under his 
wise leadership. — KUNA
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Kuwait’s Amir receives greetings on Eid 
Al-Fitr from Crown Prince, senior officials

Sheikh Nawaf congratulates Arab, Islamic countries’ leaders 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) recently celebrated the graduation of 223 non-commissioned officers from the KFF training facility in Kabd.
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There were fears of widening civil unrest as 

protesters waving Palestinian flags burnt cars and 
properties, including a synagogue, clashed with 
police and attacked Jewish motorists in several 
Jewish-Arab towns. 

Zionist forces launched hundreds of air strikes at 
Gaza, the blockaded strip of two million people 
that Hamas controls. At least 230 Palestinians have 
been wounded. 

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson urged both 
sides to “step back from the brink”. The chief pros-
ecutor of the International Criminal Court, Fatou 
Bensouda, voiced concern at the escalation and 
said “crimes” may have been committed. Bensouda 

announced in March that she had opened a full 
investigation into the situation in the occupied ter-
ritories, infuriating the Zionist regime, which not a 
member of The Hague-based court. Hamas leader 
Ismail Haniyeh threatened to step up its operation.  

Violence also flared in the occupied West Bank, 
where three Palestinians were killed, including two 
shot in clashes near Nablus and near Hebron. In 
Gaza City, people sifted through debris after a 
Zionist air strike destroyed a 12-storey building 
near the coast. Hamas said the tower block had 
been a residential building. AFP reporters said it 
also housed the offices of several Hamas officials. 

Five members of a single family were killed by 
an strike in northern Gaza Tuesday, including young 
brothers Ibrahim and Marwan, who were filling 
sacks of straw at the time. “We were laughing and 
having fun when suddenly they began to bomb us. 
Everything around us caught fire,” their cousin, 
also called Ibrahim, told AFP. “I saw my cousins set 
alight and torn to pieces,” said the 14-year-old, 
breaking down in tears. —Agencies 

Fears of ‘full-scale 
war’ as Zionist...

PARIS: Doctors from major hospitals in England 
sounded an alarm yesterday over a fivefold increase in 
the number of young children requiring medical treat-
ment after swallowing magnets from toys. Nearly half 
of these kids aged four months and up required sur-
gery to remove the magnets, often followed by compli-
cations, they reported in a research letter published in 
the Archives of Disease in Childhood, a medical jour-
nal.  From 2016 through 2020, four major hospitals in 
southeastern England admitted 251 children who had 
swallowed a foreign object.   

Coins accounted for 37 percent of the items ingest-
ed, ahead of magnets (21 percent) and button batteries 
(17 percent). Across all categories, the number of cases 
increased by more than half over this period. But those 
involving magnets-mostly brightly colored, match-
stick-like pieces found in building sets-jumped five-

fold, they reported. 
More than 40 percent of these incidents required 

surgery for removal. “This was either laparoscopy-also 
known as ‘key-hole’ surgery-or open abdominal sur-
gery to retrieve the magnets from the intestine,” 
Hemanshoo Thakkar, a pediatric surgeon at Evelina 
London Children’s Hospital, told AFP. 

In half of the cases, there were complications.  “As 
the children suffer from a perforation, their abdomen 
becomes contaminated and this can result in ongoing 
infections,” Thakkar explained. 

“Some children have lost some of their bowel, which 
has to be removed if unhealthy.” The most serious case 
involved a youngster who underwent several opera-
tions, stayed in intensive care for a month, and in hos-
pital for nearly five months.   

No deaths were reported. “But left untreated, the 
injuries caused can be life-threatening,” Thakkar said. 
In Britain, regulations require that all magnetic toys be 
accompanied by a warning notice, but most manufac-
turers do not display them prominently enough, the 
authors wrote. In a case reported earlier this year in the 
Journal of Emergency Medicine, a three-year old boy in 
the United States swallowed six magnetized pieces one 
after the other. Two of them stuck together in his throat, 
and the rest settled in his abdomen. — AFP 

Doctors voice alarm:  
5-fold jump in kids  
swallowing magnets

KAZAN, Russia: Mourners gathered yesterday 
for the funerals of students and staff killed by a 
teenage gunman at a Russian school, a tragedy that 
spurred calls for tighter controls on guns and the 
internet. 

After Tuesday’s attack left seven students and 
two staff dead at the school in the central city of 
Kazan, President Vladimir Putin called on lawmak-
ers to toughen gun control laws and other senior 
officials demanded stricter regulation of the inter-
net. Flags were flaying at half-mast throughout 
Kazan, the capital of the majority Muslim Russian 
republic of Tatarstan. 

Family members wearing black and students of 
Elvira Ignatieva — a 26-year-old English teacher 
who reportedly died while shielding pupils from the 
gunman — laid flowers and read the holy Quran at 
her grave during a funeral ceremony. “My niece 
was like a shining star: she took off, lit up and faded 
away,” her 62-year-old aunt Anna Ignatieva told 
AFP, crying and wearing a black scarf. 

The 19-year-old gunman opened fire on 
Tuesday at School No. 175 in Kazan, armed with a 
shotgun and at least one improvised explosive 
device. He was identified as Ilnaz Galyaviev, a for-
mer student at the school. 

Panic spread throughout the building, with some 
students jumping from windows to escape, and the 
gunman was detained within about an hour. 
Galyaviev, who was recently dismissed from a local 
technical college for poor grades, was shown in 
interrogation footage leaked online claiming he was 
God and that he had “a monster” inside him. He was 
due to make a first court appearance yesterday. 

All the children killed were in Ignatieva’s eighth-
grade class, so between the ages of 13 and 14. The 
second staff member killed was a teaching assistant 
for younger students. At least 18 children were also 

wounded in the attack, including some who sus-
tained injuries while attempting to escape the 
school building, the RIA Novosti news agency 
reported yesterday, citing health officials. The 
agency said that eight students were being treated 
for gunshot wounds and that two were in a critical 
condition, with a total of 21 people in hospital. 

Dozens of mourners carrying flowers and soft 
toys congregated outside the school yesterday to 
commemorate the dead. “This is a huge and unex-
pected loss,” Irina Krasnikova, 42, told AFP.  

“We live in such a nice city. It’s hard to believe 
this happened to us... It didn’t happen to my chil-
dren, but it is so painful, it’s hard to speak.” Putin 
after the attack offered condolences to the families 
of the victims and urged lawmakers to make the 
process of legally obtaining a firearm more strict. 

The shooting also prompted calls among Kremlin-
friendly lawmakers for even tighter regulation on the 
internet, which opposition figures in Russia say 
authorities use to suppress political dissent. The 
speaker of the lower house of parliament, Vyacheslav 
Volodin, called on lawmakers to discuss the possibili-
ty of removing internet-anonymity, requiring users to 
identify themselves to be allowed online. 

Officials have claimed that young Russians are 
being increasingly exposed to negative influences 
online, especially from the West. Russia has rela-
tively few school shootings due to normally tight 
security in education facilities.  Buying firearms 
legally is also not easy, although it is possible to 
register hunting rifles. 

Officials noted that Galyaviev had undergone 
security and psychological tests to gain a licence 
for the weapon. Public shootings are rare in Russia 
in comparison with the United States, but 
Tuesday’s attack follows some similar incidents in 
recent years.  In November 2019, a 19-year-old 
student in the far eastern town of Blagoveshchensk 
opened fire at his college, killing one classmate 
and injuring three other people before shooting 
himself dead. One year previous, another teenage 
gunman — reportedly using the same weapon as 
Galyaviev — killed 20 people at the Kerch techni-
cal college in Crimea, the peninsula Russia 
annexed from Ukraine in 2014. — AFP 

Russia mourns  
victims of Kazan  
school shooting


