
Young whale in 
London’s Thames 
is put down
LONDON: A juvenile minke whale that became
stranded in London’s River Thames has been put
down after its condition deteriorated and vets
decided it could not survive in the open water.
The whale, measuring three to four meters (10-13
feet), was first spotted in southwest London on
Sunday and was washed ashore at a set of gates
controlling water flow.

Rescue efforts by the British Divers Marine
Life Rescue (BDMLR) service and firefighters
failed when the whale slipped its leash and then
swam upriver, instead of towards the sea. “The
last 45 minutes we were with the whale its condi-
tion was deteriorating, its breathing wasn’t right
and it wouldn’t have survived much longer,”
BDMLR national coordinator Julia Cable said
late Monday.

She said vets from London Zoo injected a
“large” anaesthetic dose into the malnourished
whale. It is thought the whale got separated from
its mother and was unable to fend for itself. “It’s
always sad, but we now know that putting it back
out into the open sea would have been sending it
to starve out there,” Cable said.

Minke whales are the smallest of the world’s

great whales and typically grow to a length of 10
meters in adulthood. They can usually be found
throughout the northern Atlantic and Pacific oceans
but have been spotted as far north as the Arctic

and as far south as the Equator.  In January 2006, a
northern bottlenose whale became stuck in the
Thames, sparking huge media interest. It died as it
was being ferried back out to sea. — AFP

JERUSALEM: Palestinians wounded in Zionist
attacks at the Al-Aqsa mosque compound have
filled the halls of an east Jerusalem hospital,
where several had lost eyes after being hit by
rubber bullets. 

Ezzedine, a 19-year-old carpenter from the West
Bank city of Nablus, said Monday that doctors at
the large Makassed Hospital told him he would not
regain sight in his left eye after a rubber bullet hit
him while he visited the holy site. He said he came
to Al-Aqsa to perform Ramadan prayers on Friday
night when Zionist police began firing stun
grenades and tear gas in clashes.

“They want to take a place that’s not theirs,” he
said, referring to occupation forces’ actions at
Islam’s third holiest site. Even though  Zionist
regime has insisted it is committed to the rights of
Muslims to worship at Al-Aqsa, it seeks to instigate
problems in the compound. 

Rights group Amnesty International argued that
Occupation forces have repeatedly deployed dis-
proportionate and unlawful force to disperse pro-
testers during violent raids” on Al-Aqsa. More than
700 Palestinians have been wounded since Friday in
attacks at Al-Aqsa and in other parts of occupied
east Jerusalem.  

Makassed director general Adnan Farhoud said
the hospital had received over 200 patients since

the unrest began. Most injuries were to the head,
chest and limbs, he said-arguing the wounds
showed that the forces intended to cause significant
injury. When “you mean to harm someone, you
shoot at the head”, he said, describing the inhuman
tactics being used by the occupation forces. 

‘Provoke the youths’  
The Palestinian Red Crescent said it opened a

field hospital to treat the wounded before evacuat-
ing patients to local hospitals.  The Augusta Victoria
Hospital in east Jerusalem opened a special emer-
gency room to treat the injured.

Farhoud said the violence in Jerusalem was the
worst he had seen in years, although less severe
than in 1990, when nearly 20 Palestinians were
killed in clashes with police at Al-Aqsa. 

“Before, they were using live bullets,” Farhoud
said. “Now, they’re using rubber bullets”. One
patient, who was wheeled into surgery on a stretch-
er, had suffered a spleen injury after being hit with a
rubber bullet.  Another, Siraj, 24, sat in a wheelchair
in jeans torn away from his legs, which were both
wrapped in white gauze. 

White paint covered his shirt from his early
morning work renovating apartments.  He said he
went from work to Al-Aqsa to pray, and was
wounded when Zionist police entered the mosque

and began firing stun grenades.
“They shot everyone, young and old people,” he

said. “They shot a stun grenade toward me and hit

my legs. I feel the pain and I hope it subsides”.  The
actions have served to “provoke the youths”,
argued Siraj. — Agencies
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Several Palestinians lose eyes after being hit by Zionist bullets

East Jerusalem hospital fills 
up after Al-Aqsa aggression

JERUSALEM: Palestinian medics evacuate a wounded person who was hit by bullets fired by occupation forces
in Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa mosque compound on Monday. — AFP

LONDON: A juvenile Minke whale, having been euthanized by vets from London Zoo, is lifted from the water at
Teddington in southwest London after it had swum up the River Thames Monday. — AFP

Amnesty: Zionists 
using ‘unlawful’ 
force in Jerusalem
JERUSALEM: Amnesty International said Zionist
entity is using “abusive and wanton force against
largely peaceful Palestinian protesters” in east
Jerusalem clashes that have wounded hundreds of
demonstrators and dozens of police.

The entity yesterday firmly defended the con-
duct of its officers, insisting they have responded
to violent Palestinian rioters with appropriate
measures.  But the London-based human rights
group described some of those measures as “dis-
proportionate and unlawful”, accusing security
forces of “unprovoked attacks on peaceful demon-
strators”.  Amnesty’s statement came amid surging
tension in the annexed Jerusalem, much of it con-
centrated at the flashpoint Al-Aqsa mosque com-
pound, Islam’s third holiest site.

At Al-Aqsa and in clashes elsewhere in east
Jerusalem, police used stun grenades, rubber bul-
lets, tear gas and skunk water cannons.

Amnesty said the regime has used excessive
force over multiple weeks of east Jerusalem
protests.  In one incident, it said the forces last
week broke up a peaceful circle of Palestinians
chanting against an attempt to evict them from their
homes in the city’s Sheikh Jarrah district.  The
forces on horseback sprinted toward the crowd,
trampling a man who was trying to run away,
Amnesty said.

The rights group called on the international
community “to hold the Zionist entity accountable
for its systemic violations”.

Clashes on Monday left more than 500

Palestinians wounded. The group Save the Children,
also based in London, said it was “horrified” by the
air strikes and demanded a stop to “the indiscrimi-
nate targeting and killing of civilians”. — AFP

JERUSALEM: Zionist forces deploy in Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque compound after they stormed the compound
Monday. — AFP

Queen returns to 
public stage detailing 
govt’s new agenda
LONDON: Queen Elizabeth II opened a new
session of parliament yesterday, in her first
public appearance since the funeral of her late
husband Prince Philip, as she revealed the
Conservative government’s post-pandemic
legislative agenda. Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, buoyant after his party’s triumph in
local and regional elections in England last
week, is vowing to deliver on his mantra to
“build back better” with a wide-ranging raft of
policies.

But he faces renewed questions over the
UK’s cohesion after pro-independence forces
won a majority in elections to the Scottish par-
liament with pledges to hold another referen-
dum on breaking away from the centuries-old
union. Johnson’s government, after rolling out a
successful coronavirus vaccination drive, is
intent on reopening the economy and refocus-
ing on long-term promises to “level up” pros-
perity across Britain.

“My government’s priority is to deliver a
national recovery from the pandemic that makes
the United Kingdom stronger, healthier and more
prosperous than before,” the 95-year-old
monarch said in a speech from a gilded throne in
the upper House of Lords.

Borders focus 
The Queen said the government would

introduce an environment bill to set legally
binding emissions targets as Britain prepares
to host the UN’s COP26 climate summit in
Glasgow in November. A “counter-state
threats bill”, meanwhile, will provide the secu-
rity services with tools to tackle hostile activity
by foreign states and foreign actors.

New measures will also aim to strengthen
Britain’s borders and deter “criminals who
facilitate dangerous and illegal journeys”,
after rising numbers of asylum-seekers com-
ing on boats across the Channel from France.
Tightening immigration rules and securing
borders were vote-winning promises of
Johnson’s campaign for leaving the European
Union in Britain’s 2016 Brexit referendum, as
well as in securing his thumping 2019 elec-
tion win.

But by differentiating between asylum-
seekers who enter by legal channels and those
who enter Britain from “safe” destinations like
France, the government has provoked anger
among refugee groups. The UN refugee
agency UNHCR has said the proposals could
breach international law and be “expensive and
hard to implement”. — AFP

LONDON: Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II reads the
Queen’s Speech on the Sovereign’s Throne in
the House of Lords chamber during the State
Opening of Parl iament at the Houses of
Parliament in London yesterday. — AFP

Iran candidates 
register for 
presidential poll
TEHRAN: Iran yesterday opened registration for
candidates hoping to succeed President Hassan
Rouhani, who will step down following the June 18
elections after serving the maximum two consecu-
tive terms allowed. The five-day registration period
at the interior ministry ends on Saturday, with the
names of candidates then handed to the conserva-
tive-dominated Guardian Council for vetting.

More than 20 public figures have officially
announced their intention to run, with the final list

of those qualified due on May 26-27, the interior
ministry said. Former Revolutionary Guards Corps’
official Saeed Mohammad, a general and an advisor
to Guards commander Major General Hossein
Salami, was one of the first to submit his name
Tuesday.

Mohammad, 53, who headed the Guards’ con-
struction and engineering arm for over two years,
resigned last in March to run. Another was
Mohammad Hassan Nami, an army general who was
briefly telecoms minister under former ultra-conser-
vative president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, state news
agency IRNA said.

According to the Hamshahri daily newspaper,
Nami is a former military attache to North Korea,
and also holds a doctorate in “public management”
from Pyongyang’s Kim Il-sung University.

Several top political figures are seen as possible

presidential hopefuls, but are yet to declare whether
they will run. They include former parliament speak-
er Ali Larijani, judiciary chief Ebrahim Raisi and
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif.

The country’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, has in recent months urged for high
turnout, expressing hope that this would encour-
age the emergence of new young leaders, as the
generation who oversaw the country’s 1979 rev-
olution is ageing. This year’s election is also
expected to feature a string of military figures,
stirring unease over a possible militarization of
the Islamic republic’s politics.

The registration process comes as Iran and
world powers are engaged in talks to revive a
2015 nuclear accord, from which the US with-
drew unilaterally in 2018, reimposing crippling
sanctions.  — AFP


