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KAZAN, Russia: At least nine people, most of
them children, were killed yesterday when a lone
teenage gunman opened fire at a school in the cen-
tral Russian city of Kazan, officials said. President
Vladimir Putin ordered a review of gun control laws
after the shooting-one of the worst in recent
Russian history-which occurred on the first day
back to school following annual May holidays.

The spree started around 9.30 local time (630
GMT), sparking panic among students and teachers
at the School No. 175 in Kazan, the capital of the
Russian predominantly Muslim republic of
Tatarstan. 

Amateur footage on social media, apparently
filmed from a nearby building, showed people
escaping from the school by jumping from second-
and third-floor windows, with sounds of gunshots
echoing in the schoolyard. Police said they detained
the gunman approximately one hour after initial
reports of shooting.

Seven of the dead were children in the eighth
grade, Tatarstan regional leader Rustam
Minnikhanov told reporters. He said two adults,
including a teacher, also died. Another 20 were hos-
pitalized, including 18 children. Six of them were in
intensive care, Lazzat Khaidarov, a spokesman for
the regional authorities, told AFP.  The ages of the
injured people varied from between seven and 62.

In the aftermath of the killings, authorities
declared a day of mourning for Wednesday while
Putin expressed his “deep condolences” to the vic-
tims and called for new gun laws.

“The president gave an order to urgently work
out a new provision concerning the types of
weapons that can be in civilian hands, taking into
account the weapon” used in the attack, his
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said. 

‘Neat and calm’ 
Images broadcast on state television showed

dozens of people outside the school with fire

services and police vehicles lining nearby streets
and law enforcement carrying automatic weapons
patrolling the area. The number of dead reported
varied, with the city’s mayor saying eight people
had been killed. Russian news agencies, citing
official sources, said earlier in the day that 11 peo-
ple had died.

The Interfax news agency, citing a nearby busi-
ness college, identified the shooter as Ilnaz
Galyaviev, who was enrolled at the Tatarstan
University of Management but was expelled one
month ago for poor academic performance. “He was
always neat and calm, he was respectful of fellow
students and teachers,” a representative of the uni-
versity was quoted as saying.

There were initial reports of two shooters, with
one reportedly barricaded on the fourth floor of the
building and killed, but officials later said a lone
attacker was responsible.

‘Deeply saddened’  
Tatarstan leader Minnikhanov described the

shooting as “a major tragedy for our republic”
shortly after the building was secured. “We are
deeply saddened that this has happened,” he told
reporters.

He described the detained assailant as a “terror-
ist” and said the 19-year-old shooter had a license
to carry a firearm. A source told Interfax that
Galyaviev had been armed with a Turkish-made
Hatsan escort shotgun, the same weapon used in a
mass shooting at a college in Kerch in Russian-
annexed Crimea in 2018.

Officials ordered a minute of silence at football
matches later yesterday and both cabinet and par-
liament meetings honored those dead in the attacks.

Witnesses offered chilling accounts of the
tragedy.  “I was in class, I first heard an explosion,
then gunshots,” state news agency TASS quoted a
student as saying in the wake of the attacks.

Elena, a Kazan resident who said she was outside

the school, told the Echo of Moscow radio station
earlier in the day that law enforcement was clearing
people from outside the premises.

“Parents are crying,” she told the radio station.
“People are hysterical.”

Columbine copycat 
Russia has relatively few school shootings due to

normally tight security in education facilities and
the difficulty of buying firearms legally, although it
is possible to register hunting rifles. In November
2019, a 19-year-old student in the far eastern town
of Blagoveshchensk opened fire in his college,
killing one classmate and injuring three other peo-

ple before shooting himself dead.
In October 2018, a teenage gunman killed 20

people at the Kerch technical college in Crimea,
the peninsula Russia annexed from Ukraine in
2014.   The 18-year-old attacker shot himself dead
at the site. He was shown in camera footage wear-
ing a similar T-shirt to Eric Harris, one of the
killers in the 1999 Columbine High School shoot-
ing in the US, which left 13 people dead. The
Crimea shooter, Vladislav Roslyakov, was able to
legally obtain a gun license after undergoing
marksmanship training and being examined by a
psychiatrist. The shooting led to calls for tighter
gun control in Russia. — AFP

Nine dead in Russia school shooting
Lone teenage gunman opens fire at a school in Kazan

KAZAN, Russia: A woman cries as she is taken to an ambulance at the scene of a shooting at School No 175
in Kazan, the capital of Russia’s republic of Tatarstan, yesterday. — AFP

JEDDAH: This handout picture provided by the Saudi Royal Palace Monday shows Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman (right) receiving Qatar’s ruler Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani upon his
arrival in the Red Sea City of Jeddah. — AFP

Mexico mothers:
‘Where are our 
missing children?’ 
MEXICO CITY: Thousands of mothers of
people missing in Mexico protested Monday to
demand the authorities find their children, vic-
tims of the violence and impunity that plagues
the country. “There’s nothing to celebrate.
Where are our children?” said Yolanda Moran,
who attended the Mother’s Day march in
Mexico City in her wheelchair.

“We mothers have come to remind the
authorities that they need to look for them,” the
77-year-old said. She carried a large photo-
graph of her son, Dan Jeremeel Fernandez, who
disappeared on December 19, 2008 in the
northern city of Torreon at the age of 35.

Dressed in white and with a rose of the same
color in her hand, she said the mothers of
Mexico’s missing were exhausted by their
ordeal. “We do not live. We survive. Every year
we are older, more tired, sicker,” she said.
“Narco, military, prosecutor, the same filth!”
read a banner carried by an elderly woman
dressed in black.

More than 80,000 people have gone missing
in Mexico since the government deployed the
military in the war on powerful drug cartels in
2006, according to official figures. Around
300,000 more have been murdered over the
same period, according to the authorities, who
say most of the killings are linked to gang vio-
lence. The dead include three siblings aged 24, 29
and 32 whose bodies were found in a suburb of
the western city of Guadalajara, prosecutors said
on Monday. They had been missing since Friday
night when they were taken from their home by
suspected drug cartel members for reasons that
are unclear, according to the authorities.

‘Worn out’ 
In the northeastern state of Tamaulipas, “we

have at least 100 people go missing every day,
but not all are reported out of fear,” said Miriam
Cabrera, the mother of Romel Cabrera, who
vanished on June 28, 2015. Patricia Springton
brought photographs of her son, her husband,
her sister-in-law and her niece, who were last
seen on July 14, 2010 when they traveled to
Nuevo Laredo in Tamaulipas. 

“We spend our lives worn out, yes, with fear,
but we’re not going to stop” searching, she said,
fighting back tears. Mexico has almost a hun-
dred organizations of relatives of the missing
who want prosecutors to create a national
forensic data bank. According to official figures,
there are at least 38,500 unidentified bodies
with the forensic services.

Next to a carpet of photographs of the miss-
ing, 54-year-old Marisa Trejo accused the
Mexican authorities of “indifference.” President
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador “made many
campaign promises of support and has never
really followed up on them,” she said. — AFP

Qatar Amir visits 
Saudi Arabia 
as rift eases
RIYADH: Qatar’s ruler Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al-Thani landed in Saudi Arabia for talks Monday, in his
second visit since the countries re-established relations
in January following a three-year dispute. Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman received Sheikh Tamim in the
Red Sea city of Jeddah, according to images and a
statement published by Saudi state media.

The visit, which came at the invitation of Saudi
Arabia’s King Salman, was aimed at discussing bilateral
relations and other issues of “common interest”, the
official Qatar News Agency said. Saudi Arabia and its
allies broke off ties with Qatar in June 2017. But in
January of this year, the boycotting countries agreed to
restore ties with Qatar following a flurry of diplomatic
activity by the administration of former US president
Donald Trump.

Sheikh Tamim last travelled to the kingdom in January
for a summit hosted by Prince Mohammed in the desert
city of Al-Ula, which led to Doha being readmitted to
the regional fold. Since the reconciliation there have
been cautious steps towards normality, including the
resumption of air travel between the former countries
and the reopening of Qatar’s sole land border with
Saudi Arabia. — AFP

Iran warns US 
navy over 
‘unprofessional 
behavior’
TEHRAN: Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said yester-
day they warned US vessels after Washington said
warning shots were fired near Iranian attack boats,
the latest confrontation between the rivals in the
Gulf. The US had earlier said the warning shots
were fired after more than a dozen Iranian fast
attack boats buzzed close to a US Navy submarine
and escort ships in the Strait of Hormuz on Monday.

The Revolutionary Guards’ navy confirmed it had
encountered seven US vessels in the incident, but
said it warned them “while maintaining the legal dis-
tance ... against their risky and unprofessional
behavior, after which they continued on their way”.

It said in a statement that the US behavior
included “flying helicopters, firing flares, and aim-
less, unnecessary and provocative shooting”. The
Guards said its navy was conducting “routine mis-
sions in the territorial waters” of Iran, but did not
specify whether the American vessels had entered
the Islamic republic’s waters.

Pentagon spokesman John Kirby had said earlier
that 13 Guards’ boats approached the seven US
vessels at high speeds, closing within 140 meters
(150 yards) before one of the US vessels fired 30
shots in two volleys, until they moved away.

Risk of ‘miscalculation’ 
“Sadly harassment by the IRGC-N is not a new

phenomenon,” said Kirby, referring to the Guards’
navy. “It’s unsafe, it’s unprofessional. It’s the kind of
activity that can lead to somebody getting hurt, and
can lead to a real miscalculation there in the
region,” Kirby added. Kirby pointed out that the
Iranian actions took place in the Strait of Hormuz,
where ships have little room to move.

“It’s an international waterway and of course
when you’re in the strait, there are certain limits to
your ability to manuever,” he said. In response, the
Guards called on Washington to avoid “false narra-
tives”, and accused it of being “the center of insta-
bility, threat and insecurity in the region”. The
encounter was the second such incident in two
weeks, according to the US Navy.

In late April, three Iranian fast inshore attack

craft provoked warning shots when they came close
to two US vessels in international waters in the
northern part of the Gulf, it said. And in early April
four Guard vessels, three fast attack craft and a
large Harth 55 catamaran similarly came close to
two US Coast Guard patrol ships, crossing their
bows while ignoring warnings.

No shots were fired in that encounter. In its
statement, the Guards’ navy said its forces will
“calmly and confidently follow their missions in the
Strait of Hormuz and the Arabian Gulf” and are
ready to respond to “any miscalculation” by the US.
The confrontations comes amid talks in Vienna
between Iran and major powers on reviving a land-
mark 2015 nuclear deal abandoned three years later
by then US president Donald Trump. — AFP

This handout photo courtesy of US Navy and made available yesterday shows two Iranian Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps Navy (IRGCN) fast in-shore attack craft (FIAC), a type of speedboat armed with machine guns, con-
ducting maneuvers while operating in close proximity to US naval vessels transiting the Strait of Hormuz. — AFP


